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Oct. 12: Board of Education Meeting 5:30pm
Oct. 14: PCPTA General Meeting 9:30am
Oct. 16: NEOEA Day (No School)

Tradition and Technology
Combine To
Educate Students
Much has changed in the Parma City School District
and in Parma, Parma Heights and Seven Hills since
I last served as superintendent in 1989 to 1994.

Oct. 26: Board of Education Meeting 5:30pm

Monitor Online | parmacityschools.org/monitor
Contact The Monitor
monitor@parmacityschools.org

Oct. 27: End of Marking Period
Nov. 3:

What hasn’t changed are the dedication of the
teachers I have seen in the classroom, students excited
to learn, and a community that embraces tradition
and family values.

Election Day/Inservice Day
(No School)

Nov. 11: PCPTA General Meeting 7:00pm

New Great Lakes Conference
Brings Different Rivalries
The Parma City Schools is a new athletic conference this year called the
Great Lakes Conference (GLC). The move was approved by the PCSD Board of
Education in December of 2013. Our rivals in the new league are Bay Village,
Elyria Catholic, Holy Name, and Rocky River as well as our high schools of
Normandy, Parma and Valley Forge. One more school is still needed to bring the
league up to full strength with eight teams competing. A full game schedule is
already in place and league play began in August. More information about the
new conference, including ticket prices, visit: parmacityschools.org/glc.

Nov. 16: Board of Education Meeting 5:30 p.m.
Nov. 25, 26, 27: Thanksgiving Break
Nov. 30: Board of Education Meeting 5:30 p.m.
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ISSUE 5
BALLOT
LANGUAGE
A majority affirmative vote is necessary
for passage. An additional tax for the
benefit of the Parma City School District
for the purpose of providing funds for
education technology at a rate not exceeding
1.9 mills for each one dollar of valuation,
which amounts to 19 cents for each one
hundred dollars of valuation, for five years,
commencing in 2015, first due in 2016.

CONNECT WITH US

Carl H. Hilling
Interim Superintendent PCSD

What has certainly changed are classrooms that used
to have just a blackboard in the front of the room, and
maybe a television set. Now our classrooms have
interactive white boards, computers and devices in
the hands of teachers and students.

All this technology is not an “extra”- it is an essential in the world in which we live.
In countries around the globe students are augmenting their education with the help
of computers, and we must compete so our graduates will be ready to work in the
technology heavy world that is all around us.
The Parma City School District has undertaken a dramatic initiative in technology by
providing a computer device to every teacher and student. This is the future,
and not surprisingly the Parma City Schools is stepping into the future with a well
thought out plan that will provide the education our students will need to succeed.
The district has placed a 1.9 mil levy on the November General Election ballot.
Funds from the levy will be used ONLY to support the technology initiative. The
Board has pledged that none of the funds from the levy will go to salaries or hiring
additional employees. The money will be placed in a special “technology account”
that can only be used for the district’s technology needs. I hope every voter will
seriously consider how important it is for our schools to provide and maintain
technology for our students.

Parmacityschools.org
Twitter.com/parmaschools

Facebook.com/ parmaschools
Instagram.com/parmaschools
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OUR PLEDGE
To Our Students, Parents And Community
WE PLEDGE TO PROVIDE OUR STUDENTS WITH THE FOLLOWING:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Making the walk or bus ride to school as safe as possible
Being sure our school buildings are secure
Protecting our children from being bullied
Supporting drug and alcohol prevention programs
Providing clean and properly equipped classrooms
Hiring well trained and prepared teachers
Providing healthy and nutritious food in our cafeterias
Having a staff of guidance counselors, psychologists,
speech therapists, and other specialists available to
work with students

•
•
•
•
•
•

Offering a variety of music, art, athletics and club
activities for our students
Engaging the community in the education of students
Strengthening our communications between the
schools, parents and the community
Making every employee accountable and responsible
for their role in the educational process
Offering a college and career path educational program
Expecting the best from our students, and our staff
with the goal of providing our community’s young
people with the best public education available, while
always making sure we are spending funds wisely

This is what every student, parent and citizen expects of their public schools.
We want you to expect the best from us, and we will work every day to make
sure we are meeting your expectations.
CARL HILLING AND THE MEMBERS OF THE PARMA CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF EDUCATION

ISSUE 5:
PCSD Technology Levy
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

EVERY STUDENT

TECH READY

QUICK FACTS:
Will support the use of Educational Technology for every student
Will sustain and replace technology as necessary
Will be used only for technology and will only be earmarked for that purpose
Will not be used for operating expenses or pay for benefits and salaries
Will be a 1.9 mill Special Revenue Levy that will last for five years
Will cost the owner of a $100,000 home about $6 per month
Will be on the November 3, 2015 ballot

parmacityschools.org/monitor

School Year Brings New Beginnings
from Kindergarten to Retirement
It won’t be just kindergarteners who are starting a new journey this fall as they came to school for the first time.
We also have several principals who are either new to the district or are switching buildings or responsibilities.
They will bring their unique talents, experience, and expertise to our district leadership team.

Stacy Stuhldreher

Coordinator of Instructional
Leadership for School Improvement
Stuhldreher served as principal at
Pleasant Valley Elementary STEM School
this past year, and is eager to take on a
different leadership role this year. Her
primary responsibility will be to coach, mentor and support
principals of Title I served schools in School Improvement.
Learn more at parmacityschools.org/stuhldreher.

Lashonda Abdussatar
Principal of Renwood Elementary

Abdussatar joins Renwood after
serving as Assistant Principal of
Pleasant Valley Elementary STEM
School last year. Ms. Abdussatar grew up
in East Cleveland and graduated from
Shaw High School. She credits her success to her family.
“I have been blessed with an amazing family that supports
me in everything I do. I’m thrilled to have been chosen as
the new principal of Renwood Elementary.” Learn more at
parmacityschools.org/abdussatar.

James Franko

Principal of Thoreau Park Elementary
Franko has worked in the Parma City
Schools as a kindergarten, first grade
and Title One Teacher as well as a soccer
coach. For the past two years he served
as the Administrative Intern at the
elementary and middle school levels. “I am excited to be
able to give back to a place that means so much to me.
I am really looking forward to this year and working with
students, staff, and families of Thoreau Park.” Learn more
at parmacityschools.org/franko.

Mr. Leo Spagnola

Principal of Hillside Middle School
Spagnola was selected from a field of
103 candidates in a highly competitive
application process. Mr. Spagnola
comes to the PCSD from South Amherst
Middle School in the Firelands Local
School District. Spagnola’s middle school philosophy is
that a school should be student-centered and decisionmaking is based upon what is best for students. “Together
we will do ‘whatever it takes’ to prepare our students
for the competitive 21st century global environment.
I am personally challenged, inspired and motivated to
help grow our school by growing every child, every day.”
Learn more at parmacityschools.org/spagnola.

Tiffany Stropko

Principal of Pleasant Valley Elementary
and STEM Education
Stropko is a 1997 graduate of
Valley Forge High School, and has
been with the Parma City Schools
since 2002, serving as a Family and
Consumer Science teacher at Normandy, administrative
intern at Normandy, assistant principal at Valley Forge,
and this past year as principal of Hillside Middle School.
Ms. Stropko sums up her philosophy of education with
a Chinese Proverb. “A child’s life is like a piece of paper
on which every person leaves a mark.” Learn more at
parmacityschools.org/stropko.

At the same time we say goodbye to three retiring
principal’s who have given years of service to our
school community. Best wishes to retiring principals:
Joy Hollo | Renwood Elementary;
Karen Hronek | Thoreau Park Elementary; and
Reggie Ohlrogge | Ridge-Brook Elementary.
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