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COVID-19
News &
Updates

Today marks the beginning of the second
phase of our closure.
Students will continue to learn from their
homes and teachers will continue to make
themselves available for consultation via email,
Google Meet, or other emerging forms of
technology.
Our nutrition services staff will continue
to provide borderline heroic support to our
families through the distribution of milk and
food.
And, our administrators will continue to lead, supporting the efforts of
those with whom they work, providing encouragement to our students,
and doing “whatever it takes” to make this spring as productive and
positive as possible. In short, we will continue to personify the sense of
resilience that endures within and has sustained our iconic district as a
sense of pride across our three communities.
But, make no mistake, the form of education we will deliver until the
Governor tells us we can resume traditional schooling is nothing short
of an experiment, hatched under what can best be described as adverse
circumstances. Imagine a football team informed that their traditional
ball, with which they have practiced and honed their craft for years, has
been replaced by a frisbee five days before the season starts. The team
would certainly work to adjust as they know they have no real choice in
the matter, and,`some players with unique skill sets would even thrive.
But the game that we have all come to know and rely upon as a staple of
our culture certainly would not be the same for any of us.
Our teachers, our students, and our families are enduring similar
challenges. The fundamental pillar of our system of public education is
the relationship that emerges between a teacher and his/her students.
Relationships are, at best, superficial without everyday interaction that
can tell someone so much more about another than a written word.
The fundamental pillar of our pedagogy is the master teacher’s use of
cues and questions to stimulate discussion, to check for understanding,
to prompt original thought in the minds of the class. Cues, questions,
and discussions, are, at best, forced and robotic without the ability of
teachers to “read the room”, and adjust his/her approach “on the fly” as
students offer preciously rare glimpses into their psyches.
The fundamental challenge of our large, urban public school district,
is the combination of daily travails that students endure as they learn
to “navigate the system” inherent to any organization with, literally,
thousands of diverse perspectives and variables that contribute to
the unique, irreplicable synergy of the whole. These perspectives, this
panoply of variables have been dramatically reduced in the enclosed,
restricted reality we now describe as our “new normal.”

PCSD Distance Learning Assignments:
We are committed to providing ongoing instruction during the
extended school closure due to COVID-19. Students are expected
to continue working on their schoolwork remotely. All teachers
and schools have worked to create meaningful learning activities/
lessons that focus on reviewing, extending and reinforcing gradelevel standards.
• Learning activities will be posted to the website at
www.parmacityschools.org/distancelearning each
Monday morning by 10:00 AM, including one week’s worth of
assignments.
• Learning activities will now be assessed as Pass/Fail.
• Parents/students are encouraged to email their teachers/
principals with questions regarding assignments.
• If families/students do not have access to the internet at home,
they can complete the Google Form posted on our school
district’s website or contact the school Principal.
• For all the information including weekly assignments for your
student, updates, teacher contact information and more, please
visit our website:

www.parmacityschools.org/distancelearning

Emergency Food Distribution:
Each week, the PCSD is hosting Emergency Grab & Go pick-ups
for families at Parma Senior High School, 6285 West 54th Street in
Parma. The pick-ups occur at the back bus loop of the school
• Families MUST complete the survey that corresponds to the date
they would like to pick up meals. Once the maximum limit has
been reached, the survey will shut down.
• Families are allowed to pick up meals once per week, only.
• Meals are for children 18 and younger. Each child will receive 7
breakfasts and 7 lunches. Children must be in the vehicle.
• Each week, the PCSD will release dates and times of when the
surveys will be released on our website and on social media.
For more information, visit www.parmacityschools.org, or
www.facebook.com/parmaschools.
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Support student scholarships
during the closure with 68th
annual PTA Geranium Sale
It’s time to think spring!
The Parma Council of PTA’s
Geranium Sale is happening now
through April 16, 2020.
This is the 68th year for the
long-standing tradition that
supports graduating seniors
across the Parma City School
District.
Proceeds from this sale will be
used to award high school seniors
in the PCSD with scholarships to
continue their education!
There have been some changes
Despite the closure of schools,
to the sale this year with the
the 68th annual Parma Council
closure of schools and the stay at
of PTA’s Geranium Sale is still
home order in place.
going strong, all in support
scholarships for high school
There will be no order drop offs
seniors in the PCSD. More
at the buildings. Those who would
information is available
like to purchase flowers are asked
at parmacityschools.org/
to either mail their order or order
geraniums.
online.
To order by mail, please visit www.parmacityschools.org/geraniums
and print off an order form. Please send that order form as well as cash or
a check made payable to Parma Council Scholarship Fund to one of the
following addresses:
•

PCPTA Geraniums c/o Heather Ekechi
2716 Ingleside Dr. Parma 44134

•

PCPTA Geraniums c/o Annette Spetrino
5935 Mural Dr. Seven Hills 44131

•

PCPTA Geraniums c/o Melissa Wolfe
8502 Fenway Dr. Parma Heights 44129

COVID-19
News & Updates
Student Device Support Available:
With our students in grades 5-12 having their Chromebook devices
at home and no way to get assistance, the PCSD is reopening the
summer technology assistance email for families to submit any
technology questions.
Students can also call 440-843-3865 and leave a message with any
technology issues.
To contact a technician by email, please email the Department of
Information Systems at:

SummerTech@parmacityschools.org

Multilingual Resources from
Cuyahoga County Board of Health:
During this health crisis, the Cuyahoga County Board of Health has
posted phone numbers and resources to their website for families
who may speak other languages.
Information includes video resources, briefings from the Board of
Health and Ohio Governor Mike DeWine, COVID-19 awareness and
safety, symptoms and exposure response. Other resources include
how to set up translated subtitles on YouTube. Please visit:

https://cuyahogacounty.us/more-links/popularlinks/coronavirus-multilingual-resources

Around the PCSD.....
• Local Food Pantry/ Support Information: Northeast Ohio has
many local food pantries for families in need throughout the
entire year, regardless of emergency. Click on the names below
to connect with local resources for food and support during this
time of school closure:

To order online, please visit:
https://pcpta-geranium-sale.cheddarup.com

• Southwest Community Based Services

See PTA Geranium Sale on page 5

• PCSD List of Local Food Pantries
• Greater Cleveland Food Bank
• Hunger Network of Greater Cleveland
• United Way of Greater Cleveland

Superintendent from page 1
These words, this picture of despair, are not meant to poke at the scabs
we all carefully tend as we cope with the sacrifices we will continue to
make for the foreseeable future. No, we should not, we cannot wallow in
self-pity in the face of this pervasive, invisible opponent that has swept
our globe.
Instead, these words are an invitation to reflect upon all of the gifts
that our daily rituals bring to us and to our families. For now is not
forever. And, for all of us, we anticipate, and prepare for a return to
school, this time realizing just a little bit more how very special are the
teaching and learning processes of our Parma Schools.

• PCSD Seeking Community Input on Learning Materials:
The Parma City School District invites you to take time to preview
materials of recommended instructional materials. We are
seeking input on Health curriculum materials from GoodheartWilcox Essential Health for Middle and High School Student
and recommended K-5 Social Emotional Learning instructional
resource, Second Step SEL Program. Click on the links below for
more information:
• Goodheart-Wilcox Essential Health: Middle/High
• Second Step SEL Program: Grades K-5
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Four options for incoming PCSD
Kindergarten families next
school year

ICYMI @ PCSD
Last week on PCSD Social Media

The Parma City School
District can’t wait to meet our
incoming kindergarteners and
their families next school year!
Did you know that the
PCSD is offering incoming
kindergarten students and
families different program
options?
We are proud to continue
expanding our efforts to
The Parma City School District is
meet the needs of all learners
proud to offer four different options
by offering four options
for families entering Kindergarten
for incoming Kindergarten
next school year. These programs
students beginning in the
are designed to better meet the
2020-2021 school year.
needs of all learners entering
Kindergarten in the PCSD.
The four offerings include
Kindergarten Launch Academy,
Traditional Kindergarten, STEM Project-Based Learning Kindergarten and
Early Entrance Testing.
Kindergarten Launch Academy
•

We’ve listened to feedback from parents and teachers indicating
some of our students would benefit from an alternative step

See Kindergarten Options on page 4

Six Valley Forge juniors step up
and make positive changes at
their school
“Be the change you wish to
see in this world” is the iconic
quote from political activist
Mohandas Gandhi.
For six Valley Forge High
School students, changing the
world starts in their school.
These six Valley Forge juniors
– Zach Ansbro, Emily Beckner,
Bryan Bobrowski, Solomiya
Dmitriv, Vito Frate and Adrian
Mendez – have been working
Valley Forge High School juniors
since the fall to identify, and then representing the school at the
create solutions for problems at
First Ring Student Leadership
the school.
Institute. Back row (L-R): VF
Physical Education teacher John
They are members of the
Wessel, Zach Ansbro, Emily
First Ring Student Leadership
Beckner, Vito Frate, Adrian
Institute, a program sponsored
Mendez. Front row: Solomiya
through the First Ring Schools
Dmitriv, Bryan Borowski.
Collaborative. The FRSC is a
collection of 17 school districts
that surround Cleveland, who in part, help provide resources for school
district administrators and teachers. The FRSC is one of the many services
provided through the Educational Service Center of Northeast Ohio.

See Valley Forge on page 5
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Parma Senior High math teacher
Charles Presloid finds inspiration
each day with students

Kindergarten Options from page 3

•
•

by Maria Tripodis
12th Grade
Parma Senior High School

•
•

Known for his excellent
teaching style and corny jokes,
Charles Presloid has been
teaching math and inspiring
students of Parma Senior High
School for the last 15 years.
After being admitted to Case
Western Reserve University,
Presloid wasn’t quite sure what
his intended career path was,
but he knew his interests.
“I was debating some sort
of engineering or anything
Parma Senior High School
with math and science,” Presloid
math teacher Charles Presloid
explained. “I liked math a lot, I just started as a substitute teacher
wasn’t sure what I wanted to do
at the school 15 yeas ago, before
with it.”
becoming a member of the fulltime faculty.
“Teaching kind of just
happened as I went through
college,” he added on how he decided to become a teacher. “Part of it was
helping my friends with their classes and actually enjoying the work I was
doing. Once I began to think about it, I started inquiring about becoming
a teacher.”
Once he graduated from Case, Presloid became a substitute teacher in
the Parma City School District for about six months until securing a fulltime teaching position at PSH.
Presloid teaches an array of classes at the high school such as Geometry,
Pre-Calculus and Advanced Placement (AP) Calculus.
With each class, he caters to the students’ needs in terms of
explanations, visual aid and patience.
“There’s a unique quality that I can bring to some people,” Presloid
shared. “It’s this quality that actually makes them (students) feel a little
more inspired to do well in math.”
Despite math being many students’ most frustrating course, Presloid
teaches students everything they need to know in an enjoyable way.
“Although not everybody enjoys math, a lot of kids will actually come
up and say they enjoyed having class with me,” Presloid explained. “(They
say) there was something different about me as opposed to other math
classes.”
As students progress in their math career, Presloid is there helping in
any way possible. He always offers extra assistance during either free
periods or after school.
He wants students to not only learn material but to grow academically.
“My favorite thing is honestly seeing kids that I’ve had as freshmen, now
seniors, and witnessing the difference that happened in those four years,”
Presloid described. “(Seeing) where they came in and where they are now.”
It is Presloid’s dedication to his job and students that make him not only
a well-liked teacher, but a mentor to admire for years to come.

between preschool and full-day kindergarten
Will be rigorous instructional program with focus on
phonological awareness, vocabulary, foundational math skills
and problem solving
Upon completion of Kindergarten Launch Academy, students
would enter traditional Kindergarten the following school year
For children turning five-years-old between May 1 and
September 30, 2020
The deadline for registration for Kindergarten Launch Academy
is May 15, 2020

Traditional Kindergarten
•
•

•
•

Students in full day kindergarten are expected to self-regulate,
communicate with their peers and teachers, and problem solve
PCSD Kindergarten students are engaged in a rigorous
instructional program including HMH Into Reading, Math
Expression, Science Fusion, Reading Mastery and Social
Emotional Learning
For children turning five-years-old before September 30, 2020
Registration for kindergarten is open throughout the year

STEM Project-Based Learning Kindergarten
•
•
•

•
•
•

STEM Project-Based Learning option prepares learners for 21stcentury demands through an innovative trans-disciplinary STEM
environment and real-world project-based experiences
PCSD STEM Kindergarten students share thoughts and ideas
with others, work with a team to reach a common goal, solve
problems and work independently
PCSD STEM Kindergarten students are engaged in a rigorous
instructional program including HMH Into Reading, Math
Expression, Science Fusion, Reading Mastery and Social
Emotional Learning
Parents must complete the application process to be assigned a
number for the random selection process
For children turning five-years-old before September 30, 2020
The deadline to register for STEM Project-Based Learning
Kindergarten is May 15, 2020

Early Entrance Testing
•
•

•
•

Early entrance is designed for the exceptional child who is both
academically ready as well as developmentally mature when
compared to others his or her chronological age
PCSD Kindergarten students are engaged in a rigorous
instructional program including HMH Into Reading, Math
Expression, Science Fusion, Reading Mastery and Social
Emotional Learning
Students will be tested in accordance with Ohio Department of
Education Model Policy for Academic Acceleration
A parent may request Early Entrance Kindergarten Testing if their
child turns five years old after September 30, 2020 and before
January 1, 2021

For additional information about each program, including
transportation, locations, extended day child care and online registration
process, visit www.parmacityschools.org/registration.
Parents are also encouraged to email Audrey Holtzman at
holtzmana@parmacityschools.org with questions.
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Valley Forge from page 3
“The platform that the First Ring platform offers for normal kids in the
building is just trying to make changes for the better in the school,” Valley
Forge Health and Physical Education teacher John Wessel explained. “I
think that’s a really awesome thing. They aren’t student council and they
aren’t necessarily leaders in their class. They are everyday students who
care about their school and want to make things better.”
The group met for the first time this year, after a request from advisor
Wessel, who also represents the PCSD as a member of the First Ring
Teacher Leadership Academy. Wessel guided the students to identify one
issue at the school which really affected students.
The group of juniors chose to address mental health issues by better
connecting students to school programs and events.
“It’s something we’ve noticed over the four years that we’ve been here,”
Borowski said. “With the clubs, the groups and the resources the school
has to offer, we’ve noticed that most kids don’t know what’s available to
them or aren’t interested in it. Most of our student sections for sports are
lacking support.”
“We felt that if people were more connected to each other, or the
school as a whole, we would improve our mental and social health,”
Borowski added.
After identifying this problem, and a solution, these juniors developed
a survey to send to all students. 972 out of 1400 students responded.
“972 students who took the survey gave us qualitative and
quantitative data that really backed up what we were noticing ourselves
throughout the school over the last four years,” Borowski added. “It really
set us on that this was a problem in our school, we noticed it, and data
from almost 1000 students in the survey really showed what was going
on.”
The survey found data like six in ten freshmen had attended less than
five events so far this school year. Conversely, nearly one-third of all
seniors had attended more than 15.
The group continues to develop and work on recommendations for
addressing this problem. They will make their final recommendation to
the 17 superintendents from FRSC districts. Additionally, they will make
recommendations to Valley Forge administrators.
Some of the ideas included allowing students to purchase dedicated
parking spaces at the school, and then decorating them to be more
welcoming. Another idea included allowing students to buy an athletic
pass for the school for an entire season, boosting attendance. Other
ideas included additional bonfires, pep rallies and maybe even talent
shows.
Whatever the idea, these students just want to make lasting change in
a school that means a lot for them.
“It’s really been a learning experience, for all of us,” Frate added. “It’s
something we can take with us and help develop upon it. Even after we
graduate, we hope to make an impact and it changes the school for the
better. It’s our goal.”
“I think it’s really interesting because it gives an opportunity to actually
make change,” Ansbro expressed. “And especially on a big of a stage as
we have here.”
“I’m definitely proud of the work they have done,” Wessel explained.
“When I first met with them, it was almost like pulling teeth to get
them to have collaborative conversations. Now, I give them the agenda
of needs to get done and they get to work. They have really good
conversations, it’s been great.”

PTA Geranium Sale from page 2

Please note, if ordering online, there will be a processing fee added to
the order.
The full Dean’s Greenhouse is available again this year for purchase. This
includes a variety of flowers, plants, hanging plants, potted plants and
vegetables for your garden and home!
Gift Cards are also available for purchase and a percentage of the sale
of gift cards will go back to the PCPTA Scholarship Fund. Donations are
welcome as well.
Orders will be delivered either May 4 or 5, 2020. A confirmation of pick
up date and times will be available closer to pick up date.
In the event your selected pick up school is not available due to
building closure, the alternate location will be Parma Senior High back lot
on May 5, 2020. Further information will be communicated closer to pick
up date.
For more information or any questions, please email
parmacouncilpta@gmail.com.

Shiloh Middle School class wins
Healthy Initiative project from
Cleveland Clinic

Patrick Montana’s 4th period seventh-grade class at on “A” Days Shiloh
Middle School won $500 for a healthy initiative, as they came in third
place in the Youth Movement Contest sponsored by the Cleveland Clinic.
Students wore MOVbands for the month of February. They averaged
11,272 movements per day per student. Overall, the class completed
5,049,982 movements, 1,968.62 miles, and 4,190,717 steps.
The students submitted a video in December to be considered for the
initiative. They were selected in January.
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