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Valley Forge senior earns
recognition from U.S. Figure
Skating

Normandy senior finishes
career with 15 school records,
best finish ever at state meet

Julia Ventura has been ice skating
for pretty much as long as she can
remember.

A lot people get asked,
maybe in a job interview,
“Where do you see yourself
in ten years?”
Ten years ago, a
Romanian great uncle
visiting the United States
asked Brandon Stoia and
his brother Dylan if they
were interested in taking
swimming lessons at the
YMCA. As an incentive, the
Normandy senior Brandon Stoia
great uncle would agree
had an outstanding season for the
to adopt a dog, if the boys
Invaders in the pool. The senior
agreed to take the lessons.
captain owns 15 of 16 school records
and finished 9th in the state in the
The boys agreed.
200 freestyle.
Swimming and the dog
“Lucky” were forever
introduced into the boys’ lives.
Just ten years later, in late February 2020, older brother Brandon was
competing at the Ohio State Swim Meet - recognized as maybe the
best swimmer in the 50-plus year history of Normandy High School.
The journey to the State Meet for Stoia was one filled with lots of

“I was four years old when I started,”
she shared. “My older sister skated,
so I got into it when she was doing it.
My sister and I always did it together.
My mom skated, too, when she was
younger.”
With almost 15 years of practice,
this senior at Valley Forge High School
recently achieved recognition by U.S.
Figure Skating.
Ventura successfully completed the
requirements of the senior moves in
the field test.

Valley Forge senior Julia

According to U.S. Figure Skating,
Ventura has a passion for
“moves in the field elements consist
figure skating, and recently
of different skating steps and footwas recognized by U.S.
work sequences skated in prescribed
Figure Skating during a
patterns without music. The senior
skills test.
moves-in-the-field test is comprised
of five required elements which must be performed by the skater
with excellent power, strong edge control and depth, extension,
and precise footwork control.”
The senior moves in the field test is the highest level that a skater
can achieve in the U.S. Figure Skating moves in the field testing
structure. In 2018, only 62% of those who took the test in the
United States passed. In November 2019, Ventura passed on the
first try.
“It was such an accomplishment to pass on the first try,” she
expressed. “That was always my goal, to get recognition on the
gold test for move in the field. I pushed myself and worked so hard
to get it!”
She explained that moves-in-the-field is a lot of edge work and
evaluates a skater’s different motions across the ice.
“It took a lot of practice,” Ventura shared. “It took about eight
months to master it. It’s really important to have good edges because you can always incorporate that into free skate.”
She said she is still working on her jumps and spins, sharing that
she is testing at the intermediate level soon in free skate. The next
levels after intermediate are novice, junior and senior.

See Normandy on page 4

68th annual PTA Geranium
Sale begins March 19
The 68th annual PTA Geranium Sale begins Thursday, March 19 and
runs through Friday, April 10. Order forms will be available at every
PCSD school building, the PCSD Administration Center and online.
Anyone in the community is welcome to order. The entire Dean’s
greenhouse, including a variety of flowers, vegetables and hanging
baskets are available for purchase.
The estimated pick up will be May 4 or May 5.
All proceeds benefit the PTA Scholarship Fund which goes to
graduating high school seniors attending college.
Visit www.parmacityschools.org/geraniums for more information.

See Valley Forge on page 3
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What’s Up?
MARCH

10
MARCH

11
MARCH

12

• Parma Council of PTAs “Be Internet Awesome!”
Program for high school aged students at Parma
Senior High School, 6:00 PM

• Parma Council of PTAs Geranium Workshop
Meeting at Parma Senior High School, 6:15 PM
• Parma Council of PTAs General Meeting at Parma
Senior High School, 7:00 PM
• Parma Council of PTAs “Be Internet Awesome!”
Program for middle school families at Parma
Senior High School, 6:00 PM
• PCSD Board of Education Regular Meeting at
PCSD Administration Building, 6:00 PM
• Valley Forge High School Choir Concert Grades
8-12 , 7:00 PM

MARCH

13
MARCH

14
MARCH

15

Teaching Professions Program
earns high marks at state
competition

• Parma Park Elementary School Talent Show, 7:00
PM
• Parma Senior High School Senior Recital, 7:00 PM
• John Muir Elementary School PTA Bingo Night,
7:00 PM
• Parma Council of PTAs Babysitting Course at
Parma Senior High School, 8:00 AM - 1:00 PM

• Parma Park Elementary School PTA Meeting,
11:30 AM
• John Muir Elementary School PTA Meeting, 12:30
PM
• Shiloh Middle School PTA Meeting, 5:30 PM
• Parma Senior High School Parent Teacher
Conferences, 5:30 PM - 8:15 PM
• Dentzler Elementary School PTA Meeting, 6:30 PM
• Valley Forge High School PTSA Meeting, 7:00 PM
• Pleasant Valley Elementary School PTA Meeting,
7:00 PM
• John Muir Elementary School PTA Meeting at
Parma-Snow Library, 7:00 PM

Want to find out what’s up on your school’s calendar?
Visit:

www.parmacityschools.org/calendar

PCSD Teaching Professions students attended the Educators Rising
competition in Columbus in late February. Three students, Alexis Puelo,
Alyssa Wiliams and Debbie Vega qualified for the Educators Rising
National competition. Six other students also finished in the top 10 in the
state. Over 60 school districts participate in the competition.
The Teaching Professions program has been attending this competition
since 2015, each time with better results for the PCSD. The students select
their competition in September and then spend four months preparing
for it. The program is taught by Tami Wozniak-Smith.

Around the PCSD.....

• Nominate PCSD staff members for PEA Educator of the
Year and Helping Hand awards: You have the opportunity
to nominate a deserving Parma City School District educator,
special educator, or support staff to be recognized as the
Educator of the Year, Special Educator of the Year or Helping
Hand Award. The Parma Educator, Special Educator of the Year,
and Helping Hand Awards will be formally recognized at a board
meeting and at the Parma Education Association Recognition
Dinner. Submit the form no later than March 31, 2020. Please
complete the form at: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
WPTLG73.
• STEM Project-Based Learning Information Night for
elementary families: Pleasant Valley Elementary School will
be hold a STEM Project-Based Learning Information Night on
Tuesday, March 31, 2020 at the school. This event is designed for
the parents to learn more about the district’s STEM Project-Based
Learning program as an option for their child enrolling in Fall
2020. More information about the PCSD STEM program can be
found at www.parmacityschools.org/stem.
• Community feedback requested for grades 6-8 English
Language Arts Curriculum: The Parma City School District
invites you to preview materials of the recommended
instructional resource HMH Into Literature for grades 6-8 ELA.
To preview and gain online access to the materials use the
following link: http://ow.ly/nDHr50yCFsp. Following your
review please use our Community Feedback Form: http://ow.ly/
G0dB50yCFso to provide feedback prior to consideration from
the Board of Education.
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Valley Forge from page 1
“That’s my next goal, to get
as high as I can to have that
recognition in free skate,” she
expressed. “It’s a lot harder as
you move up with more difficult
jumps and spins and not falling.
I keep working on my jumps and
try to rotate more to get those
down.”
Right now, Ventura said she
has a single axel, double loop
and double Salchow, which
is her favorite jump to do. For
the senior free skate test, the
highest jump a skater needs is
a double axel, as well as have
combination jumps. The test
also includes different levels and
variations of spins.

ICYMI @ PCSD
Last week on PCSD Social Media

Julia Ventura loves to perform at
compete in figure skating locally.
She hopes to attend college
next year, continue to skate, and
perhaps coach after college.

Ventura competes individually
as well as in groups, and has even
competed in a national competition for theatrical group skating. She
skates all year round and has grown to love the sport.

“I like how it’s different,” she expressed. “Not a lot of people do it, but
I just got really into it. You can still compete and still be groups, like ice
shows. I really get to express myself, because it’s like dancing on ice,
basically. It’s really fun to show what you can do individually, but also be
with a group skating together.”
While Ventura will be heading off to college next year, most likely
attending Notre Dame College of Ohio, she still plans to keep skating and
would love to coach after college.
“I do ‘Learn To Skate’ coaching already, but I would love to be an
individual coach, like my coach is to me,” she shared. “I want to be able
to teach people what I have learned. That’s why is important to get as far
as I can in the U.S. Figure Skating tests because it’s good recognition and
qualifications to be a coach.”
Ventura is currently in the Cosmetology Career and Technical Education program as well as a football and basketball cheerleader at Valley
Forge. She is undecided as to what she might study in college, she is
thinking about a career in education.
“In English class we had to write an essay about what makes us who
we are, and I wrote about skating,” she shared. “I’m really proud of what I
have accomplished and I want to keep going.”

Parma Senior High
School students
harvest their own
vegetables
Parma Senior High students
have been hydroponically growing
greens. Last week they harvested
their first crop and were able to reap
the rewards!
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Normandy from page 1
hard work, both physical and mental. After taking his initial lessons at
the YMCA, Stoia joined the Ridgewood YMCA Dolphins club team. As his
passion for the sport grew, so did the practicing, long hours, training and
physical grind.
“Swimming is a sport where you can’t take off,” Stoia explained. “If
you take off, you don’t have any more endurance for the next season.
My coaches really wanted to make (YMCA) Nationals. They were always
pushing for me to stop going to Romania and start swimming over the
summer and taking it seriously.”
Going into his high school junior year, Stoia agreed to stay at home
and train. That year at Nationals, he had a top-8 finish in his first Long
Course national tournament. The finish motivated him to take training
and competition to another level, with a goal of a top finish at the Ohio
State Meet.
Brandon’s training schedule included six days a week, sometimes up
to five hours in the pool, at a time. And with Ridgewood Dolphins and
the Normandy team, the schedule never really let up for Stoia during the
year.
“There is a great deal of preparation that must occur before the
high school season starts,” Normandy swimming coach Chris Thomas
explained. “This includes coming into the season in very good shape. To
get to be at Brandon’s level, you need to have that mentality of discipline,
determination, motivation, and work-ethic.”
The list of accomplishments Stoia has earned from that preparation is
extensive.
A four-time letter winner in swimming, Stoia was captain of the
team this season, his senior year. He owns 15 of 16 school records at
Normandy, except for the 100 yard backstroke which was set last season
by Eric Norman.
He has been the Great Lakes Conference MVP for the last three
seasons. This season, he was unanimous MVP choice by the coaches in
the league.
For the last two seasons, Stoia has qualified for the State Meet and
earned an All-Ohio recognition - one of the top 16 times in Division I. Last
season, he finished 13th in the 200 individual medley.
This season, he finished 9th in the state in the 200 freestyle and 10th
in the 100 breaststroke. Normandy senior Erica Ebel also finished 16th in
diving for the Invaders.
The 9th place finish in the 200 yard freestyle was the highest finish
ever for a Normandy swimmer in Columbus. To accomplish this, Stoia

swam the fifth fastest time in the state
this year in Division I. He only began
swimming the 200 yard freestyle in
December of 2019.
“When you watch him swim, he
is a ‘silent assassin’,” Thomas added.
“He is a human hover craft, and if I
was competing against him as a high
school student, I would be scared.”
For Stoia, the team only succeeds
if everyone is putting in maximum
effort, and this year’s team had great
results.
“The work ethic of this team
has changed completely,” Stoia
said. “Everyone has been pushing
themselves to get better, and there
was this whole team dynamic on
Stoia is undecided about
working hard at practice. It really
his college future, and may
paid off this year because Normandy
continue swimming at
brought three relay teams to districts,
the next level. He plans to
major in political science
which is like absolutely insane. It gives
with a minor in psychology.
the team a lot of hope for the future,
He has aspirations to
because they didn’t think they could
become an attorney.
do it.”
Stoia continues to work hard in and
out of the pool at Normandy. Enrolled in six, tough Advanced Placement
classes, he is still undecided of his college choice. However, he is looking
at Ohio State University, Miami University, University of Cincinnati and
Cornell University with possible consideration of swimming at the next
level. He intends to study political science with a minor in psychology, in
hopes of becoming an attorney one day.
“It’s just really crazy to see how far swimming has taken me,” Stoia
added.
“I am really proud of Brandon for many things, his accomplishments
speak for themselves,” Thomas expressed. “I am the most proud of the
person he has become over these last four years. He is a great leader, a
very driven individual, a fantastic and motivated student, and I know
for a fact that he will be great in whatever career path he chooses.
Regardless of the obstacles in the path of achievement, he will find a way
to get things done.”

Flamingo Run 5K on May 3 will benefit
PCSD students and programs
Spread your wings, stretch your legs, and come run, or walk,
the inaugural Flamingo 5K with the Parma City Schools. This
chip-timed race will be held on Sunday, May 3, 2020 at Cuyahoga
Community College’s Western Campus11000 W Pleasant Valley
Rd, Parma, OH 44130.
More information about the race and online registration is
available at www.parmacityschools.org/flamingo5k.

8:00 AM - Race Day Registration & Packet Pick-up
9:00 AM - 5K Race
9:15 AM - 1 Mile Walk
Pre-Registration - Open until May 1:
$25.00 adults
$20.00 students (under 18) & senior citizens (over 65)
www.parmacityschools.org/monitor
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