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A message from the
Superintendent,
Charles Smialek, Ph.D.

Four exciting Kindergarten
options for families beginning
next school year

The 2020 portion of this school year has
begun on an extremely positive note as the
Ohio Department of Education (ODE) recently
informed us that we no longer require their
oversight and are now released from Fiscal
Caution status. We must continue to be very
diligent in reinforcing the importance of fiscal
responsibility throughout our district, but we
are also excited that ODE has a renewed sense
of confidence in our ability to manage our
finances.

Beginning with next
school year, the Parma
City School District will
be offering exciting new
options for incoming
Kindergarten students.
Four program options are
available for students and
their families: Kindergarten
Launch Academy,
Traditional Kindergarten,
STEM Project-Based
Beginning next school year, the
Learning Kindergarten and
PCSD will offer four different options
Early Entrance Kindergarten
for incoming Kindergarten families.
Testing.
The programs are designed to meet
the individual needs of learners
Each option is an all-day,
during Kindergarten.
free program for residents.
“The Parma City Schools
are committed to meeting the needs of all learners,” PCSD Supervisor
of Recruitment and Enrollment Audrey Holtzman, explained. “We
understand that Kindergarten is a pivotal time in a child’s life. These
programs are aimed at accommodating every type of learner.”

We owe gratitude to many parties for this accomplishment. First, our
Board of Education set a clear tone that lingering in Fiscal Caution was
not acceptable; their strong leadership set a better direction for us all.
Second, PCSD Treasurer Sean Nuccio and his department have implemented stringent policies and procedures to ensure accurate reporting
of revenue and expenses and better guidelines to regulate spending.
Finally, our union leaders have collaborated with us to reach collective
bargaining agreements which recognize the financial parameters within
which we must continue to operate. Our employees are largely paid
lower than their similarly qualified and experienced peers in neighboring
districts. However, our labor leaders consistently operate with a “best for
the district” mentality, even when this perspective means personal and
professional sacrifices on behalf of our dedicated staff members.
While we are excited to emerge from “Fiscal Caution” status, we must
maintain our revenue levels at their current state. To this end, we will ask
our community to consider Issue 31 on March 17, the last “new money”
operating levy that we passed.
This renewal is not a new tax; it simply maintains collection rates as
they currently stand. This 7.2 mill operating levy costs the owner of a
$100,000 home about $21 per month.
The revenue we collect from this specific levy comprises approximately 10% of our general fund. Failure to pass the renewal will lead us to
reduce programming and opportunities for our students.
Importantly, the operating levy renewal on March 17’s ballot is separate from the facilities Master Plan that our Board of Education recently
adopted. Your vote on the operating renewal will not lead to closing
current schools or building new ones.
Later this spring, we will provide more information about our efforts to
consolidate our district’s current 15 schools into 10 new facilities, taking
advantage of a 34% contribution from the Ohio Facilities Construction
Commission.

See Kindergarten on page 4

Nominate PCSD staff members
for PEA Educator of the Year
and Helping Hand awards
You have the opportunity to nominate a deserving Parma City
School District educator, special educator, or support staff to be
recognized as the Educator of the Year, Special Educator of the Year,
or Helping Hand Award.
This is a unique opportunity to provide a well-deserved recognition
for the teaching profession and for that educator/support staff you
wish to nominate. The Parma Educator, Special Educator of the Year,
and Helping Hand Awards will be formally recognized at a board
meeting and at the Parma Education Association Recognition Dinner.
Submit the form no later than March 31, 2020.
Please complete the form at:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WPTLG73.
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What’s Up?
MARCH

2

MARCH

3

MARCH

4

• Donuts with Dr. Smialek at Dunkin’ Donuts, 7422
Broadview Rd., Parma, 8:30 AM - 9:30 AM
• Thoreau Park Elementary School PTA Meeting,
5:30 PM
• Renwood Elementary School PTA Meeting at
Parma Branch Library, 6996 Powers Blvd., 6:00 PM
• Parma Senior High School Band/Choir Contest
Concert, 7:00 PM
• SAT Testing, Grade 11 Only - NO SCHOOL FOR
GRADES 8, 9, 10 & 12
• Pleasant Valley Elementary School Spring Picture
Day
• Superintendent Town Hall Meeting at Parma
Heights Branch Library, 6206 Pearl Rd., Parma
Heights, 6:30 PM
• Parma Senior High School Mixed Choir and
Orchestra Concert, 7:00 PM

MARCH

5

MARCH

7

MARCH

8

MARCH

10

Donuts with Dad a sweet way
to start the day at Ridge-Brook

• Superintendent Facebook Live Town Hall Meeting
at www.facebook.com/parmaschools, 11:30 AM
• Parma Council of PTAs “Be Internet Awesome!”
Program for elementary aged students at Parma
Senior High School, 6:00 PM
• Parma Council of PTAs Babysitting Course at
Parma Senior High School, 8:00 AM - 1:00 PM
• Kindergarten Registration at PCSD Administration
Building, 5311 Longwood Ave., Parma, 8:00 AM 4:30 PM
• Parma Symphony Orchestra Winter Concert at
Valley Forge High School, 3:00 PM

• Parma Council of PTAs “Be Internet Awesome!”
Program for high school aged students at Parma
Senior High School, 6:00 PM

Want to find out what’s up on your school’s calendar?

Ridge-Brook Elementary School welcomed dads and important
male role models for Donuts with Dad on February 14. Students and
their special guests had donuts, shared time together, and could even
participate in a donut-eating contest before school. The book fair was
also on display in the school’s library for dads and family members to
view or purchase books for their child. Both events were put on by RidgeBrook Elementary School PTA. #PCSDProud

Around the PCSD.....
• SAT Testing on March 4, only 11th grade students report:
Along with school districts across the state of Ohio, the PCSD will
be administering Ohio’s State tests during the months of March
through May. On Wednesday, March 4, high school juniors across
the PCSD will be taking the SAT test. Due to this testing, students
in grades 8, 9, 10 and 12 will not have school on March 4. Juniors
taking the SAT may leave school after testing is completed. Lunch
will also be available for students at the building on that day.
• Federal Program meeting on April 8 in Red Rees Room at
Parma Senior High School: The Parma City School District will
hold its Annual Federal Programs Meeting on Wednesday, April
8, 2020 from 5:30 pm to 6:30 pm in Parma Senior High School’s
Red Rees Professional Learning Center. Federal funding and Title
I, Title IIA, Title III, Title IVA, and Special Ed Part B IDEA programs
will be discussed. This meeting provides community members
the opportunity to learn about these Federal Programs and also
to provide their input.
• Parma Symphony Orchestra Concert on March 8: The Parma
Symphony Orchestra will be holding their winter concert on
Sunday, March 8, at Valley Forge High School’s auditorium
beginning at 3:00 PM. Selections include Massenet’s “Le Cid”
ballet suite, Chabrier’s “Espana” and Tschaikosky’s Symphony No.
4. More information at www.parmasymphony.org.

Visit:

www.parmacityschools.org/calendar
www.parmacityschools.org/monitor
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Patriot Pride on display with
Valley Forge Hall of Academic
Excellence

ICYMI @ PCSD
Last week on PCSD Social Media

Valley Forge High School has
a new ‘Hall Of Excellence’ display
this school year to celebrate
academics and showcase highachieving students in the school.
The brightest minds at
the school have their names
proudly displayed for the AP, or
Advanced Placement, tests they
passed in May 2019. The ‘AP AllStars’ banners line the hallway
The Valley Forge Hall of Academic
by the main office of the school.
Excellence displays names
The tradition will be to print the
of students who succeed in
names of the students who score
classrooms with AP, Honors Roll
a three or higher every year.
and other recognition.
“A lot of our AP students don’t
get a whole lot of recognition,” Dave Knapp, Assistant Principal at Valley
Forge, expressed. “There is Honors Night and some are in National Honor
Society, but there was no other recognition for the students who put in
this extra work on a daily basis.”
There are currently 12 banners representing the 12 AP course offerings
at the school. The names on each banner will stay for as long as the
banner can fit those names. After the banner is filled up, a new banner
will be hung for that subject.

See Hall of Academic Excellence on page 6

Internet safety is an important
message sent to students at
Hillside Middle School
Hillside Middle School
students received an important
lesson in internet safety this
February.
Ohio Internet Crimes Against
Children Task Force, or ICAC,
presented to each grade
and discussed important
topics like sharing too much
personal information, posting
inappropriate images, and
cyber-bullying.
Kathleen Caffrey, a statewide
outreach coordinator for ICAC,
Students at Hillside Middle
shared with students the dangers School listen to a presentation
of the internet and several
organized by the Ohio Internet
popular apps that teens are using Crimes Against Children Task
Force.
today and asked them if it was
“worth the risk?”
“Things that you put online, even if you delete it, never really go away,”
she expressed during the presentation. “Even if you put something on
Snapchat, and it’s gone in 24 hours, it never truly disappears. I want you
to think about the things you are putting online, and think about what

See Internet Safety on page 5
www.parmacityschools.org/monitor
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Kindergarten from page 1
Kindergarten Launch
“Students are taught in
Academy
a Project-Based Learning
environment,” Holtzman
Kindergarten Launch
said. “That means they
Academy is an option for
share thoughts and ideas
parents looking for an
with each other, they
alternative step between
work as a team to reach a
preschool and all-day
common goal, and they
Kindergarten. For next
persevere together to solve
school year, children
problems and really take
eligible for Kindergarten
ownership of their own
Launch Academy would
learning. It’s a different
turn five years old between
model than a traditional
May 1 and September 30,
Kindergarten classroom,
2020.
but they do use the same
The program is solely
elementary curriculum.”
based on birthdate and
Parents must complete
parent choice. It will
the
application process
be held only at Green
to
be
assigned a number
Valley and Thoreau Park
Get your child registered and ready for
for the random selection
Elementary Schools.
process. Each PCSD
Kindergarten! Your story begins in PCSD!
“There are some kids
elementary school building
The Parma City School District is planning five Kindergarten Registration events,
that are just turning five
attendance zone has a
as we start the school
the first of which will be held on Saturday, March 7, from 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM at
number of slots available to
year,” Holtzman explained.
the PCSD Administration Building, 5311 Longwood Avenue in Parma.
them, based on enrollment.
“Depending on other
The deadline to register
Parents are required to fill out an online registration at
families’ choices for their
for STEM Project-Based
www.parmacityschools.org/registration.
students entering the
Learning Kindergarten is
program, a student could
May 15, 2020.
After the online portion of the registration is submitted, parents will be contacted
be entering Kindergarten
to
confirm
which
Kindergarten
Registration
event
they
will
be
attending.
with someone a year and
Transportation will
half older than they are,
not be provided for
which is a big difference.
families wishing to enroll
So, we have this giant age range from four-year-old to six-year-old
their students in Kindergarten Launch Academy or STEM Projectstudents in the same class. Developmentally, socially – it doesn’t always
Based Learning Kindergarten, unless the child already lives within the
work well for everybody. So, we understand that we need to provide
transportation eligibility zones of those buildings. Of course, parents may
something that’s an alternative to Kindergarten, but still counts as
provide transportation to those buildings if their student is eligible for
Kindergarten.”
either program.
Students in KLA will focus on ODE Kindergarten Standards, including
Foundational Literacy and Math skills, problem solving, and social and
Early Entrance Kindergarten Testing
emotional learning. Upon completion of Kindergarten Launch Academy,
The Early Entrance Kindergarten program is designed to meet
students would enter traditional Kindergarten the following school year.
students’ advanced learning needs. A parent may request Early Entrance
“The common question is if students will be bored (the second year)
Kindergarten Testing if their child turns five years old after September 30
doing the same things over and over again,” Holtzman asked. “No. It’s
and before January 1.
a specialized curriculum for them in KLA, versus Kindergarten. It’s not
“This is not necessarily for every child,” Holtzman explained.
repeating the same thing over and over again.”
“This option is for a family that believes that their child can socially,
Parents must register for Kindergarten Launch Academy no later than
emotionally, developmentally and academically compete in the
May 15, 2020.
Kindergarten arena as a four-year old, it is considered a grade
“The program is incredibly exciting, and I think it will be something
acceleration.”
the district is really recognized for doing,” Holtzman added.
Students will be tested in accordance with Ohio Department of
Education Model Policy for Academic Acceleration. Results from that test
will be reviewed by an Acceleration Evaluation Committee to determine
Traditional Kindergarten & STEM Project-Based Learning
the most appropriate learning environment for the student.
Kindergarten
For additional information about each program, including
The third and fourth options are traditional Kindergarten and STEM
transportation,
2020 Kindergarten Registration events and to begin
Project-Based Learning Kindergarten, both of which have been available
the online registration process, visit www.parmacityschools.org/
in previous school years. Traditional and STEM Kindergarten options are
registration. Parents are also encouraged to call 440-885-8334 with
for students who turn five years old before September 30.
questions.
“Traditional Kindergarten is a bad word for that program,” Holtzman
expressed. “It’s an exciting, rigorous curriculum offered at all eight of our
elementary buildings. It uses ODE Kindergarten Standards and Model
Curriculum, including HMH ‘Into Reading’, Math Expressions, Science
Fusion and Reading Mastery as a second dose of reading intervention.
There’s also social-emotional learning as well.”
STEM Project Based Learning Kindergarten is only offered at Pleasant
Valley Elementary School. The program approaches learning differently
than a traditional Kindergarten classroom setting.
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Internet Safety from page 3
is appropriate and not appropriate to share with strangers. It is easy
to find you and it is easy to learn more about you if you share too much
information.”
The presentation then showed how one message or one photo can
spread quickly as well as the warning signs of strangers pretending to be
someone they aren’t.
“As a task force, we receive cyber tips, which then opens an
investigation,” she explained to students. “We get this information from
the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children and they get
information from the apps you are using, especially when posts and
photos are flagged for inappropriate content. We are seeing children as
young as six posting inappropriate photos, videos and content online
and there are bad people out there looking for this kind of material.”
Caffrey also got students thinking about privacy settings on their
accounts, only accepting friend requests or followers from people
they know, and how to get help if they are being bullied online and/or
experiencing harassment.
She further shared with students that she didn’t expect them to delete
all social media and stop using their smartphones. Instead, her goal was
to provide tips and tools for students on how to stay safe when using
popular apps, playing video games and posting information on the
internet.
Christopher Clute, Dean of Students at Hillside Middle School, said
the school wanted to have this presentation because administration and
counselors felt it would be beneficial to the safety and wellbeing of all
students.
“As an administrator, social media, cell phones and internet choices
represent situations that come up daily,” he expressed. “Many of the
issues that come up in the office have already happened and we are
being reactive, but we want to be more proactive. Our hope was that
this presentation would reinforce and reteach those crucial internet and
social media skills for all of our students.”
The presentation not only created awareness but also promoted
making good choices, which is an important message for middle school
students to hear.
“The one big take away that I hope students learned from this
presentation is that there are so many great and positive things out
there in the world, but all of them require safe and smart choices,” Clute
expressed. “My hope is that each student heard at least one story or piece
of advice from our speaker that will help them to make safer choices on
the internet and social media.”

Parma hockey wins back-to-back
division titles, assisted by stellar
play from senior co-captain
For senior Matt Higginbotham
and the Parma Senior High
School ice hockey team, the past
two seasons on and off the ice
will be memorable for years to
come.
After finishing last year with
the most wins in school history
(29-6, 13-1) and earning a
championship in the Greater
Cleveland High School Hockey
League Blue North Division, the
Parma Redmen were looking
to repeat their successes in the
Matt Higginbotham, a 4.0 student
2019-2020 campaign.
at Parma Senior High School, lead
the GCHSHL All-White Division
This season, creating more
in points, goals and assists and
of a challenge for the team
was named to two All-Star teams.
was moving up to the more
When he graduates in June, he will
competitive GCHSHL White
have earned 12 varsity letters in
Division, bringing a new set of
three sports for the Redmen.
opponents and rivalries. And this,
all for a team led by a small, but
extremely talented, group of seniors.
In the end, however, the Redmen were just as successful as the
previous season - capturing a White South Division title, on their way to
a 25-6-1 record, including a perfect 10-0 in league play. In addition, for
the first time in school history, Parma put together back-to-back division
championship teams.
“When we moved up, they expected us to be contenders, not to
be where we are now,” Higginbotham explained of their White South
Division title. “Especially because we had to beat Solon twice (5-3, 3-1),
which were probably our two toughest league games…it really showed
the work ethic of the team.”
A strong work ethic on and off the ice is what Higginbotham is all

See Parma Hockey on page 6

Flamingo Run 5K on May 3 will benefit
PCSD students and programs
Spread your wings, stretch your legs, and come run, or walk,
the inaugural Flamingo 5K with the Parma City Schools. This
chip-timed race will be held on Sunday, May 3, 2020 at Cuyahoga
Community College’s Western Campus11000 W Pleasant Valley
Rd, Parma, OH 44130.
More information about the race and online registration is
available at www.parmacityschools.org/flamingo5k.

8:00 AM - Race Day Registration & Packet Pick-up
9:00 AM - 5K Race
9:15 AM - 1 Mile Walk
Pre-Registration - Open until May 1:
$25.00 adults
$20.00 students (under 18) & senior citizens (over 65)
www.parmacityschools.org/monitor
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Hall of Academic Excellence from page 3

Parma Hockey from page 5

“We are going to try to keep as many years on these banners as we
can,” Knapp shared. “We just want to promote their academic success and
hard work. We want to give them the same recognition our athletes get
and we want to celebrate our students who go the extra mile.”
He added that this is a great way to stress the importance of students
challenging their academic rigor as well as promote the great AP
offerings the school has.
“I think this will encourage other students to take these higher-level
classes, especially the ones where many students have already had
success,” Knapp said. “For example, we had 28 or 29 students pass the
AP Government exam last year. So if a student thought it would be too
much, maybe they would see the banner with all the students who were
able to pass the exam, and they would feel more confident in taking the
class.”
The school doesn’t stop at just recognizing AP students.
There is also an ‘Academic Excellence’ display with the names of the
students in each grade who receive Highest Honors, Honor Roll and Merit
Roll recognition each quarter. The school also recognizes the 100 most
improved students of each quarter, students of the month, students of
the year for each subject area, and magna cum laude and cum laude
graduates.
“Our goal is to keep honoring students who do achieve,” Knapp shared.
“The reason you come to school is to learn, so If you are learning at a
high-level or are really putting in the effort to make improvements, you
should be recognized for that.”

about. Serving for the
last three years as a
co-captain of the team,
the 6’2” center leads the
team by example.
He finished the 20192020 campaign with 19
goals and 15 assists in
league play, leading the
White Division in points,
goals and assists.
Along with
teammates Robbie
Gudin and Colin Pinson,
Higginbotham was
named to the All-White
Higginbotham waits for the puck to be
Division First Team this
dropped during a face-off versus North
season. He and Gudin
Olmsted on January 5. He scored 19 goals
will represent Parma
with 15 assists in ten league games this
at the GCHSHL Allseason.
Star Game at Rocket
Mortgage Field House on
March 6.
Then, on March 15, Higginbotham will represent Parma at the Ohio
Hockey Coaches Association All-Star Game at Nationwide Arena in
Columbus. The game is comprised of players from 78 high school
programs throughout Ohio. It’s been four years since Parma was
represented at that game.
A 4.0 student in school, Higginbotham will graduate with 12 varsity
letters, earning four letters in each cross-country, hockey and track.
“I like to score,” Higginbotham said of ice hockey. “Just the thrill of
being able to put the puck in the back of the net is pretty cool.”
Parma Senior High School and the hockey program are very much
traditions in the Higginbotham household. Both parents graduated
from Parma Senior High School, with Higginbotham’s Dad previously
competing on the ice for the Parma. Matt’s younger brother also
competes for the Redmen.
“I’ve been playing hockey since I was young,” Higginbotham
expressed. “Going on tournaments with friends and their parents, and
I’ve had friends since I was five or six. So, it’s pretty cool having that tightknit bond. Here at Parma, we are as close as it gets. We all look out for
one another, it’s a big team aspect. We’re very family focused.”
The team finished the remainder season with two losses - one in the
Baron Cup tournament and another in a District game at Brooklyn, losing
each game by one goal.
Higginbotham thinks the future is bright for the Redmen in the years
to come.
“We did get a lot of freshmen this year, which is nice,” Higginbotham
said. “And our goalie will still come back next year, so we’ll still have good
defense next year. We have people coming up, which is good to see.
We’re not just leaving the program and it’s just going to go down. They
are still going to be competitors.”
Following in the footsteps of many in his family, Higginbotham plans
to enroll at Cuyahoga Community College in the fall for the Fire and EMS
Training Program to eventually become a firefighter. He’s nearly earned
his Associates Degree at Tri-C, taking advantage of the district’s College
Credit Plus options.
Without a doubt, his strong work ethic and desire to succeed will
follow Higginbotham into the next chapter of his life.
“Don’t give up. If it’s not going so well, keep working towards
something and it will come,” Higginbotham said. “You can’t settle.”

Green Valley students
rewarded by Cavaliers for
reading at school

Pam Knerem’s fourth-graders at Green Valley Elementary School
showed off all that they know during the Cleveland Cavaliers’ Read to
Achieve program.
Knerem’s class was selected to participate in the program on February
13, 2020 at Rocket Mortgage Fieldhouse with Cavaliers Power House and
Scream Team and In-arena Host Ahmaad Crump.
Read To Achieve is presented by Cleveland-Cliffs and inspires students
to develop a love for reading. Students played ‘Are You Smart Like a 4th
Grader?” with Cavaliers staff. They answered trivia questions on various
subjects and played games that tested their knowledge. Students also
watched a performance from the Scream Team and received a Cavs swag
bag that included tickets to an upcoming game.
Read more about the program and our students’ experience here:
https://www.nba.com/cavaliers/community/rta-200213.
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