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A message from
Superintendent
Charles Smialek, Ph.D.

PCSD students send lots of love
to Armed Forces troops and
veterans

We continue to plan for the potential of
constructing new secondary campuses, a
proposition we understand will be dependent
upon the passage of a bond issue in
November.

Students from across
Parma City School District
are sending our troops some
love this Valentine’s Day.
Parma City Council put a
call out to the community
to send our brave men and
women serving our country
messages and cards from
home.

Our Faculty Facilities Steering Committee
(FFSC) visited last week two recently
constructed secondary campuses: North
Olmsted and Lake (Local) in Stark County. The
FFSC consists of groups of teachers from each
of our six secondary schools.
We will continue to solicit the input of other stakeholder groups
throughout the months that lead to our ballot initiative, but we have
begun our work with teachers as research has shown that their input
into the design of new classrooms is most critical to raising student
achievement.
Both North Olmsted and Lake contained examples of 21st century
elements, including, most noticeably collaborative spaces. Collaborative
spaces are open areas that multiple classrooms share. Lounge-like in
nature, they are designed to allow students to more easily interact on
cooperative projects than traditional classrooms can facilitate. Lake
featured one collaborative space per every four high school classrooms
while North Olmsted included one collaborative space per high
academic department.
Both school campuses featured the pod model (four classrooms
surrounding a studio area) in their middle school wings. Most classrooms
also contained “garage doors” on at least one wall so that teachers can
choose to open their traditional space into the common collaboration
area.
After visiting both campuses, our FFSC returned to the district office
to process their observations, looking for consensus points we should
consider as we design our schools. Clearly, we have much work to do
to pass a bond issue, but we are grateful for our teachers’ willingness to
begin the important work of envisioning their future learning spaces.
We look forward to soon beginning to engage our Parent/Student and
Community Steering Committees to gather their respective perspectives.
Please visit our website (www.parmacityschools.org/superintendent)
to register to participate.

“Cards for the Troops”
encouraged anyone to
drop off homemade cards,
store-bought cards, letters
and cut-out hearts to Parma
City Hall this January. United
Service Organizations, or
USO, would then mail the
cards out to our troops.
Our elementary school
students showed off their
artistic talents and shared

Students from throughout the PCSD
made Valentine’s Day cards for local
troops this February with the “Cards for
the Troops” program.

See Valentine’s Day on page 4

PCSD Foundation hosts Polar
Blast Fundraiser on February
16 at Brandywine Ski Resort
Want to beat the winter blues?
Join the Parma City Schools Foundation, Inc. this winter for some
family fun - tubing at Polar Blast at Brandywine Ski Resort.
The event will be held on Sunday, February 16, 2020 from 1:00 PM
to 4:00 PM. Each tubing tickets costs $23, and is valid for the threehour session only.

Have a great week!

Proceeds will benefit the Parma City Schools Foundation and
students throughout the PCSD.

Charlie

You must register in order to participate in the event. Register
online at: www.parmacityschools.org/foundation.
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What’s Up?
FEBRUARY

11

• Career and Technical Education Spring
Information Night at Normandy, 6:00 PM

Parma High Salad Bar served
with fresh, locally grown
lettuce

• Parma Council of PTAs Scholarship Workshop at
Parma Senior High Renaissance Room, 6:30 PM
• Normandy Invader Marching Band Meeting, 7:00
PM
• Teach Me to Read at Home - A Family Literacy
Training Program, 6:00 PM

FEBRUARY

12

• Parma Council of PTAs General Meeting at ParmaSnow Branch Library, 9:30 AM
• Teach Me to Read at Home: A Family Literacy
Program at Pleasant Valley Elementary School,
6:00 PM
• Greenbriar Middle School Music Try-On Night,
6:30 PM

FEBRUARY

13

• Normandy High School Parent-Teacher
Conferences, 5:00 PM - 7:45 PM
• Valley Forge High School Parent-Teacher
Conferences, 5:00 PM - 7:45 PM
• PCSD Board of Education Regular Meeting, 6:00
PM

FEBRUARY

16

FEBRUARY

17

FEBRUARY

19

• Polar Blast Fundraiser hosted by the Parma City
Schools Foundation, Inc. at Brandywine Ski
Resort, 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM

• Presidents’ Day - NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS OR
STAFF

• Parma Parent University: Divorce & Separation:
Understanding Behavior and Supporting Your
Child at Normandy High School, 6:00 PM
• Teach Me to Read at Home: A Family Literacy
Program at Pleasant Valley Elementary, 6:00 PM
• Pleasant Valley Elementary School PTA Meeting,
7:00 PM

Want to find out what’s up on your school’s calendar?
Visit:

Recently, Parma Senior High School served up some delicious, locally
grown hydroponic lettuce at the salad bar in the school. Students were
able to enjoy a buffalo chicken salad, chef’s salad or even make their own
salad. The PCSD partners with Oberlin Food Hub and Green City Growers
so students can enjoy this fresh, locally-sourced produce throughout the
entire year.

Around the PCSD.....
• Next Parma Parent University Workshop, “Divorce &
Separation” is February 19: The PCSD is proud to partner
with Cuyahoga Community College to present our fourth
Parma Parent University Workshop, “Divorce & Separation:
Understanding Behavior and Supporting Your Child” on
Wednesday, February 19 beginning at 6:00 PM at Normandy
High School. This workshop is designed to help families navigate
divorce while equipping parents with the tools to create a
stable enviornment for children. For more information, visit
www.parmacityschools.org/parentuniversity.
• Career and Technical Education Spring Information Night:
Current and future Career & Technical Education students
and parents are invited to a CTE Spring Information Night on
February 11, 2020 at Normandy High School. The event will
run from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM. Students are asked to bring their
laptops. Information will be presented on certifications, college
credits, and work-based learning opportunities. For more
information about Career and Technical Education programs,
visit www.parmacityschools.org/careertech.
• Greenbriar Middle School Music Try-On Night is February 12:
Students interested in learning more about instrumental music
at Greenbriar Middle School are encouraged to attend the Try-On
Night, held at the school on February 12, beginning at 6:30 PM.
The event will be held in the cafeteria.

www.parmacityschools.org/calendar
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Automotive Service Technology
students look for continued
success at competition

ICYMI @ PCSD
Last week on PCSD Social Media

When Career and
Technical Auto Service
Technology teacher
Gary Mitchhart started
14 years ago at Valley
Forge, he promised
the school’s principal
Steele Nowlin one
thing.
“I told him, ‘If you
hire me here, I will
make sure that I return
this program to being
the best program in
(L-R): Auto Service Technology students
the state,’” Mitchhart
Cynthia Mendez, Andrew Martin, Robert
said. “Ever since then,
Matus and Aleksa Sovic competed in the
I’ve never lost this
first round of the Greater Cleveland Auto
competition since
Dealers Association Competition at Tri-C’s
being here.”
Western Campus.
The competition
Mitchhart referred to is the Greater Cleveland Auto Dealers Association
Technology Competition, held each year during the Auto Show at
Cleveland’s IX Center.
“I like to be the high school that beats all of the career centers. I
love doing that,” Mitchhart added. “I’m sort of the perpetual thorn in
the backside of everybody else out there. We’ve been to this contest
for 14 years straight, and we’ve won it more than all the other schools
combined. I think that says a lot, not just for the program, but for the kids
who want to take this. They see that.”
Last year, AST students Reno Frate (Valley Forge) and Cru Webb
(Parma) won the 27th annual competition, and both students were
awarded a $5,000 scholarship to any trade school. Frate and another
student, Matt Noernberg, then moved onto the National Automotive
Technology competition in New York City.
This year, the AST program sent four high school seniors to the
regional qualifying competition at Tri-C’s Western Campus. This year’s
representatives from the PCSD included Robert Matus (Valley Forge),
Cynthia Mendez (Normandy), Andrew Martin (Parma) and Aleksa Sovic
(Normandy), all seniors enrolled in the two-year program.
These four AST students were given an exam of 200 questions, which
tested their knowledge in all areas of automotive service.
“The test included electrical and electronics, brakes, basic
maintenance, steering and suspension and engine performance,”
Mendez explained. “We had like two hours to take this test with a room,
very full of a lot of other students, which was very intimidating.”
The top five schools with the highest score on the regional test send
the top two students to the GCADA competition in February. This year,
Matus and Martin earned the spots for the AST program, and will face
off against Lakewood, Medina, Polaris Career Center and Sentinel Career
Center.
At the GCADA competition, students compete in a “hands-on” final
competition against each other for scholarship dollars. All teams
will diagnose and then repair problems on the same vehicle, a 2020
Chevrolet Equinox. The AST students explained that they would learn
much more about this particular vehicle by visiting a local dealership in
the coming months to see first-hand.

See Auto Service Technology on page 4
www.parmacityschools.org/monitor
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Valentine’s Day from page 1

Auto Service Technology from page 3
“We’re confident,” Matus said of heading into the competition. “There’s
definitely a little bit of nervousness there, but at the end of the day, we
know what we can do. We will be able to put forth enough effort to get
by and hopefully move onto the nationals.”
“He (Mitchhart) really cares. He really wants us to move on,” Martin
added.
“Michhart’s experiences and the strictness level he performed out
in the field as a mechanic and service manager, he also uses it in the
classroom,” Sovic explained. “That definitely helps us prepare going into
something, so we’re not blindsided by it and not used to it. He definitely
prepares us very well.”
For Mitchhart himself, the competition is just one of many reasons to
be proud of his students.
“All of the students in here, in my opinion, are winners,” Mitchhart
stated. “I’ve watched them grow, not just physically but also emotionally,
over these two years. They are different kids when they walk out of here.
To make that commitment for two years, I think, says a lot about these
kids. As far as being proud, on a scale of one to ten, I’m at a 12.”
The GCADA Technology Competition will be held on Sunday, February
23 at the IX Center in Cleveland. To attend the competition, tickets must
be purchased to the Auto Show.

heartfelt messages through
this program.
Dentzler, Green Valley,
John Muir, Parma Park and
Pleasant Valley Elementary
Schools all had students
and staff submit Valentine’s
Day cards. Boxes of handcrafted cards from the Parma
Schools were dropped off to
Parma City Hall.
“At Green Valley, we
have a warm and caring
community and wanted to
extend that to our troops,”
expressed Jacqueline
Marconi, Principal at Green
Valley. “Our students and
staff wanted to share
Valentine’s messages to
let our men and women in
service know we support
and miss them. A cute note
and ‘heart-felt’ message from
our students will hopefully
bring a smile to our service
members.”

Dentzler Elementary
students go on NED Kindness
Adventure

Dentzler Principal Renee
Dzurnak said that an
important part of a student’s
education is teaching them
what service to others
means.
“We have great respect
and admiration for veterans
and the sacrifices they have
made for us,” she shared. “We
work to find ways to show
our appreciation, so when
we had the opportunity to
make cards and share our
thoughts, we were excited to
participate. It is a small way
to say thank you for a job
well done.”
Kristin Saban, Ward 4
Councilwoman for the City
of Parma, said this could
become a new tradition for
the community.

Students at many PCSD school
buildings made cards for our Armed
Forces troops and veterans this
Valentine’s Day.

“This was such a wellreceived community event
for our troops,” she expressed.
“My hope is that our troops enjoy receiving homemade Valentine cards
made by the very talented students of our district. It has been truly
exciting to see such an outpouring within the community.”
At Hillside Middle School and also at Dentzler Elementary, students are
sending their Valentine’s message to one veteran in particular. Retired
Major Bill White is a 104 year old veteran of the Marines, who served in
World War II and was awarded the Purple Heart for his actions in the
Battle of Iwo Jima. Students from across the nation are sending messages
to this special veteran as part of “Operation Valentine”. White has
promised to keep the messages and scrapbook them, one of his favorite
hobbies.

On January 21st, Dentzler’s students participated in a NED Kindness
Adventure Assembly. NED stands for Never give up, Encourage others,
& Do your best! One of NED’s world class performers brought an unforgettable adventure to the school. Using storytelling, music, interactive
videos, magical illusions and audience participation, Dentzler’s students
went on a journey to Africa.
NED has partnered with Bidii Primary school in Nairobi, Kenya, who
invited them, and their friend, NED, a lovable cartoon character, to visit
their beautiful country. Although there was some fear and reluctance at
first because of the differences, they quickly learned that they have something in common with the kids in Kenya that can break down barriers… a
kind heart and a caring attitude.
NED’s Kindness Adventure assembly supports Dentzler’s initiatives for
developing a positive and caring school climate. Its proactive approach
aims to prevent many forms of mistreatment, including bullying, by
showcasing the sense of satisfaction that takes place when a child
chooses to show kindness, respect and acceptance. The free assembly
was funded by their Pay-it-Forward program which includes a school sale
of handmade jewelry from Africa to pay for the next school who gets to
enjoy the Kindness Adventure!
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