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Ridge-Brook PTA secures
$3,000 to help kids and
families be healthy and safe

Keeping students safe on and
off the bus is a job for the entire
community

Ridge-Brook Elementary
School PTA has brought in
$3,000 in grants to support
healthy habits among students and families.

Each day, as the wheels
on the school bus “go ‘round
and ‘round,” keeping students safe in the Parma City
School District becomes the
important job for approximately 100 bus drivers from
the Transportation Department.

Amanda Rouse, RidgeBrook Elementary School
PTA President, said the
school has received three
grants so far, with possibly
more grant funds on the
way.

In November, Ridge-Brook

Elementary School PTA hosted a game
“The first grant was
night, where Principal Steve Perry
through Action for Healthy
Kids,” she shared. “There were encouraged families to test different
fruit-infused waters .
many different options, but
what I was approved for was
to help increase healthy drinking habits. So the idea was to have money
to buy water bottles for all the kids in the school.”

This is a $1,000 grant and was sponsored in part by ALDI Grocery
Stores. The school will also host an event in April during Action for
Healthy Kids Week and has started a Healthy, Safety and Wellness
Committee at the school. Parma Park Elementary School also received a
$1,000 grant through Action for Healthy Kids.
Rouse said that there is a second part to this grant. Because RidgeBrook is so close to an ALDI store, the school was nominated to be a
deluxe school, which would qualify for another $1,000 grant.
“This would go toward the Action For Healthy Kids Week event that
we are planning,” she explained. “We haven’t heard back anything yet,
but we are hoping for good news. The tentative idea, however, is to do
a Family Walk to School paired with possibly a tasting at breakfast of
healthy muffins and fruits.”
The PTA at Ridge-Brook would also love to put a water filling station in
the third- and fourth-grade wing.
“What we want to stress to teachers is that water breaks are good for
the kids,” Rouse shared. “A nice part of this grant is that it does help the
school put health, safety and wellness at more of a focus.”
Going along with staying healthy and hydrated, the school also received through National PTA and Nestle a $1,000 grant to do an infused
water tasting.
“We did this in November in conjunction with our game night,” Rouse
described. “What we received were vouchers for water and there was a

However, keeping students safe each school day is
really a responsibility for all
of us on the road and in the
community.

Each day, the PCSD Transportation
Department safely delivers 3,500
students to and from school on 107
buses, across 30 square miles.

According to the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 25 million children nationwide take about 472,000 school
buses to attend school each day. In Parma, 107 buses throughout the
district safely deliver about 3,500 children to school, covering 30 square
miles.
School buses are specifically designed to be safe for children, and
according to the NHTSA, they are “the most regulated vehicles on the

See Bus Safety on page 4

PCSD Foundation hosts Polar
Blast Fundraiser on February
16 at Brandywine Ski Resort
Want to beat the winter blues?
Join the Parma City Schools Foundation, Inc. this winter for some
family fun - tubing at Polar Blast at Brandywine Ski Resort.
The event will be held on Sunday, February 16, 2020 from 1:00 PM
to 4:00 PM. Each tubing tickets costs $23, and is valid for the threehour session only.
Proceeds will benefit the Parma City Schools Foundation and
students throughout the PCSD.
You must register in order to participate in the event. Register
online at: www.parmacityschools.org/foundation.

See Ridge-Brook PTA on page 5
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What’s Up?
FEBRUARY

3

FEBRUARY

4

FEBRUARY

6

• Thoreau Park Elementary School PTA Meeting, 5:30
PM
• Normandy High School Athletic Boosters Meeting,
7:45 PM
• Renwood Elementary School PTA Meeting at
Cuyahoga County Public Library Parma Branch,
6996 Powers Blvd., 6:00 PM

• Green Valley Elementary PTA Meeting, 9:30 AM
• Community/Business/Schools Partnership
Meeting at Parma-Snow Library, 2121 Snow Road,
Parma, 4:30 PM
• Pleasant Valley Elementary School Parent Teacher
Conferences, 5:00 PM
• Parma Park Elementary School Parent Teacher
Conferences, 5:00 PM
• Ridge-Brook Elementary School Parent Teacher
Conferences, 5:00 PM
• First Step Preschool Parent Conferences, 5:00 PM

FEBRUARY

7

FEBRUARY

10

FEBRUARY

11

Dentzler Elementary students
“stick together” to end
bullying

• Pleasant Valley Elementary School PTA Family
Bingo Night, 6:00 PM

• John Muir Elementary PTA Meeting, 12:30 PM
• Dentzler Elementary PTA Meeting, 6:30 PM
• John Muir Elementary PTA Meeting at ParmaSnow Library, 7:00 PM
• Career and Technical Education Spring
Information Night at Normandy, 6:00 PM
• Parma Council of PTAs Scholarship Workshop at
Parma Senior High Renaissance Room, 6:30 PM
• Normandy Invader Marching Band Meeting, 7:00
PM
• Teach Me to Read at Home - A Family Literacy
Training Program, 6:00 PM

Want to find out what’s up on your school’s calendar?
Visit:

www.parmacityschools.org/calendar

For the second year, Dentzler Elementary School has partnered with
Project Love and Duct Tape Brand for the “Stick Together” against bullying
program. Students in grades 2-4 were involved in grade level assemblies
on Friday, January 24 to discuss kindness and “sticking together” against
bullying. The program video demonstrated how one act of kindness
spreads from one person to another and forms a kindness chain that can
be contagious.
Last year, all students and staff signed their names to pieces of Duct
Tape and attached them to “Stick Together” banners which are displayed
in the hallways of the school. This year, each student and staff put their
names on a piece of duct tape to form a kindness chain that will be displayed through the hallways.

Around the PCSD.....
• Kindergarten Registration 2020: Get your child registered and
ready for Kindergarten! Your story begins in PCSD! Parma City
Schools provide residents of Parma, Parma Heights, and Seven
Hills access to unparalleled opportunities. We are thrilled to
welcome the Parma City School District Class of 2033 beginning
in March, as we kick-off Kindergarten Registration 2020! Visit
www.parmacityschools.org/registration for more information.
• Career and Technical Education Spring Information Night:
Current and future Career & Technical Education students
and parents are invited to a CTE Spring Information Night on
February 11, 2020 at Normandy High School. The event will
run from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM. Students are asked to bring their
laptops. Information will be presented on certifications, college
credits, and work-based learning opportunities. For more
information about Career and Technical Education programs,
visit www.parmacityschools.org/careertech.
• Flamingo Run 5K on May 3 at Tri-C: Attention all runners
and walkers! The Parma City School District will be hosting
the Flamingo Run 5K on Sunday, May 3, 2020 at Cuyahoga
Community College’s Western Campus, 11000 W. Pleasant
Valley Road in Parma. The event will feature a 3.1 mile chiptimed race and along with a one-mile walk around campus.
Proceeds from the event will benefit district-wide extra-curricular
activities. For more information, visit www.parmacityschools.
org/flamingo5k.Registration is also available at https://www.
hermescleveland.com/roadracing/events/flamingo5k.asp.

www.parmacityschools.org/monitor

page 2

Hillside Middle School Bee
spells excitement for students

ICYMI @ PCSD
Last week on PCSD Social Media

On Friday, January 24,
the Media Center at Hillside
Middle School was abuzz
with 30 students and teachers for the school’s annual
Spelling Bee.
Open to seventh graders
at the school, the annual Bee
provides students the ability
to show off their spelling
skills in hopes of attending
the annual Scripps National
Spelling Bee in Washington
(L-R): Hillside Middle School seventh
D.C. this Spring.
grade English teacher Thadda Layhew
“They (Scripps) provide
and school counselor Kasey Kellem
a qualifying test,” Thadda
listen as student Salia Cao spells a
Layhew, English teacher at
word at the school’s annual Spelling
Hillside, explained. “I give
Bee.
that test to the entire seventh
grade. The top scorers are able to get into our Bee. And they are pretty
tough words. I’d say, high school and college level words.”
“It was 15 different words,” Salina Cao, a seventh grader and competitor in the Bee, described. “She (Layhew) would say the words, put them
into a sentence, and then we would spell it out on paper. The qualifying
scores, those were the people that were picked.”
The Scripps National Spelling Bee has been an institution in classrooms
nationwide since 1925. According to the Scripps website, 565 students
from across the nation earned their spot in the competition at the 2019
National Spelling Bee in Washington D.C., with $50,000 in cash for the
winner. Nearly 11 million students participated in the Bee program from
all 50 states, along with seven countries.
Last year, for the first time ever, the Scripps National Spelling Bee had
eight students tied as champions. The “octo-champs” as they were called,
tied after 20 rounds of finals, successfully spelling words like “erysipelas”,
“bougainvillea”, “aiguillette”, “cernuous” and “odylic”. The national event is
televised each year on ESPN.
“The Spelling Bee provides an awareness of spelling, because nowadays they (students) are so reliant on technology,” Layhew expressed. “It
also reinforces our study here of Greek and Latin roots. We teach Greek
and Latin roots in the entire seventh grade, which allows to breakdown
words to determine meanings by how they’re spelled.”
For Cao and fellow competitor Gabriel Koo, both members of the 7th
grade “Claws” house, the Hillside Spelling Bee was a way to showcase
their skills. Both students are products of Green Valley Elementary School
and were excited for the opportunity in January.
Interestingly enough, both students favorite subject in school is not
English or spelling, but Mathematics.
“I really like Math,” Koo said. “It’s all organized and it just makes sense.”
In the end, the Hillside Spelling Bee was as action-packed as the National Spelling Bee. Two students, Olivia Lam and Nam Nguyen, earned
their way into the final two spots at the Bee. For 21 rounds, it went back
and forth.
Nguyen sealed the victory with his correct spelling of “tetanus” in
round 26. He will now advance to the Cuyahoga County Spelling Bee on
March 7 in downtown Cleveland.
“You know, I’ve been explaining to them that there’s training for this,”
Layhew added. “This is like an athlete, the way these kids can advance.
About three or four of them have been doing that, while the others just
relying on their skills.”
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Bus Safety from page 1
up out of their seats right away…I know sometimes it can be inconvenient or frustrating, but our job is not to stop and block traffic all day. Our
job is to make sure our students are safe and sometimes they just need a
little bit of extra time.”
In Ohio, consequences are severe for drivers fail to stop for a school
bus. Motorists can have two points added to their license, along with
possible fines up to $500. In addition, a judge may suspend a license up
to one year. Penalties become even more severe if an injury is sustained
by a pedestrian during a bus stop.
Bus drivers will write down license plate numbers, along with makes
and models of vehicles that violate the law. In addition, the department
almost daily receives tips from other drivers in the community who are
concerned about students’ safety.
In either case, PCSD Transportation works closely with local law
enforcement to pursue charges against the driver. According to Caputo,
each week, the PCSD has enough information to send to police to convict at least five to seven offenses.

TOP: Procedures in Ohio for automobiles to stop on a two-lane
highway (TOP LEFT), a two-lane highway with center turn lane (TOP
RIGHT) and a three-lane highway (MIDDLE LEFT).
BELOW: Procedures for automobiles on a four-lane highway (BOTTOM
LEFT) and four-lane highway with center turn lane (BOTTOM RIGHT).

road.” In fact, school buses are the safest way to get a child to school, with
students 70 times more likely to get to school safe in a school bus than
traveling by a car, according to the NHTSA.
Yet, each year, students nationwide are placed in harm’s way when
loading and unloading off the bus. And recently, that’s garnered the
attention of local authorities and school districts, who continually strive
to get children safe to school each day, no matter what.
According to PCSD Transportation Supervisor Angelo Caputo, the rules
in Ohio are pretty straight forward for motorists when school buses stop
to load and unload students.

“Since all of this has been so visible in the community, we have community members that will call in and provide the make and model of
vehicles, or even their license plate,” Caputo added. “So, one good thing
with all of this publicity about school bus safety in the last year and a
half is that the community is more aware of it. If they see something that
happens, they will definitely report it.”
Caputo encourages drivers just to have patience and caution the next
time they are out on the roadways and especially near school buses.
“If everyone stops and maybe they didn’t have to, that’s okay,” Caputo
said. “It just means people took a little bit of extra caution to make sure
everybody was safe.”

Normandy choir sings
National Anthem at
Cleveland Monsters game

On a road with fewer than four lanes, all traffic approaching a stopped
school bus must stop at least 10 feet from the front and rear of the bus.
Traffic must remain stopped until the bus begins to move, or the driver
signals other drivers to proceed. This includes two and three lane roads,
including a road with a center turning lane.
On a road with four or more lanes of traffic, only traffic moving in the
same direction of the bus must stop. This includes a four-lane highway
with a center turn lane.
“If you’re behind the bus you always have to stop, no matter what,” Caputo explained. “But if you’re on the opposite side of the road and maybe
you don’t know, be prepared to stop. If you don’t know - and that’s the
problem - a lot of people don’t know. Some people stop and some people don’t. Just use caution and be prepared to stop.”
According to Caputo, many times motorists run through the flashing
red lights for two reasons, either from distracted driving or from being
in a hurry. Each day, Caputo says he gets “several” reports of motorists
running past established student bus drops.
“Often times we get concerns from citizens about a bus taking too
long at a bus stop,” Caputo expressed. “Sometimes people need to
understand that we do need to provide special needs transportation for
students that take a little extra time getting on and off the bus. Whether
that is because they are in a wheelchair, or because they need more assistance using the steps, or they’re having a bad day and not want to get

On Wednesday, January 22, the Normandy choral program
performed the National Anthem before the start of the Cleveland
Monsters game versus the Rochester Americans. The game was held
at Rocket Mortgage Field House in Cleveland.
Normandy’s choirs have been performing at Monsters game for
the last four years. This year the group numbered about 45 students.
“I am exceedingly grateful I get to have a career I’m passionate
about and get to work with such an invested community,” Sarah
Shonk, Normandy’s choir director, explained. “I am extremely proud
of our choir students and am thankful I get to teach people who are
as invested in music as I am.”
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Ridge-Brook PTA from page 1
whole lesson plan about how
much sugar is in popular drinks.
From lemonade to Gatorade
to pop, we had little cups with
teaspoons of sugar to represent
each drink. Then students had
to guess which drink corresponded to the cups of sugar.
We also had fruit-infused water
to try, so families tried strawberry and cucumber mint.”
The PTA had money left over
from this event, so Rouse said
once a month, the PTA has an
infused water-tasting event
during lunch. Grant money is
also being used for teachers to
be able to model good drinking
habits, too.
“I would love for the whole
Parents and students at Ridgeschool to sign a pledge and hang Brook taste test the fruit and
cucumber-infused water in
them up in the cafeteria that
November thanks to a grant from
shows that everyone is pledgNestle.
ing to drink more water,” Rouse
expressed. “I would also like to
maybe have a sticker that says ‘I tried fruit water today’. The goal is to help
students make healthy choices and informed decisions.”
Finally, Ridge-Brook PTA received a $1,000 grant for internet safety
through Google’s Be Internet Awesome initiative.
The school will be hosting an event on February 13 during Safer Internet Week, and the grant will provide all the materials and the presentation for families. PTA will provide food and is planning to raffle off a tablet
or Chromebook.
“This is a whole family engagement event where families will learn
about topics like screen time, being safe on the internet, YouTube
Kids, and Google’s Family Link to monitor their children’s activity on an
Android phone,” Rouse explained. “This gives families a chance to talk to
their children about internet safety and what they are looking at on the
internet and doing their devices.”
Parma Council of PTAs received a $5,000 grant for internet safety from
Google to do a district-wide training in March.
Ridge-Brook PTA is also in the running for a $1,000 grant through
MyCOM Cleveland. If awarded this grant, the PTA would like to put positive messages in the bathrooms and teacher’s lounge as well as create a
sensory path on the floor in the building.
“I’m just blown away,” Rouse shared. “We were very lucky, and it just
goes to show that you should apply for everything because you never
know. This gives us the ability to do these different things with our students and staff. We want to keep building on these initiatives and keep
engaging our families with these healthy habits. I hope kids are going
home and talking to their parents about these things.”
“I’m very excited that PTA has taken the initiative to promote healthy
choices for our students,” expressed Steve Perry, Principal at Ridge-Brook.
“PTA does a fantastic job of always reaching out to outside resources to
enhance the learning process for our students. I know Amanda has really
spearheaded the healthy grants and has provided some of her healthy
choices during different PTA events. She’s even provided some during
lunch time. It’s also great that these grants exist to help organizations
such as our PTA to make a positive impact on the school and for our
students and staff.”

#MyPCSDStory:
Olivia Hoysak, Parma Senior
High School, Class of 2015
Name: Olivia Hoysak
High School: Parma
Graduation Year: 2015
Any post-secondary education?
Baldwin Wallace University.
Middle Childhood Education,
May 2019.
Current job title and location:
Learning Lab Teacher at
Greenbriar Middle School
How did your experiences at
the Parma City School District
Olivia Hoysak, a 2015 graduate of
help you to achieve success in
Parma Senior High School, teaches
your career?
at Greenbriar Middle School in the
Learning Lab.
The teachers and experiences I
had during my time at PCSD gave
me the confidence to further my education at a 4-year university.
What is your favorite childhood memory growing up?
My favorite childhood memory is having two older sisters. We have
always been extremely close and I’ve looked up to them my entire life.
Who was your favorite teacher and how did they inspire you?
I have so many, but the two that stick out to me the most are Paula
Stadalsky and Ron Ealy, both of which were my fifth grade teachers at
John Muir Elementary. Because of them, I fell in love with both ELA and
Social Studies. They are one of the reasons why I am now a middle school
ELA/Social Studies teacher. I owe it to you guys, so thank you! It was an
honor to be your student, and Paula, it was an honor to be your student
teacher!
Looking back at your school years, what is one thing that has
stayed with you throughout the years?
The amount of amazing teachers I’ve had! This district is filled with so
many educators that are very passionate about their jobs and the areas
they teach. Learning from a teacher who is passionate is something that
has stayed with me throughout the years, and that is the kind of educator I strive to be for me students.
What does the PCSD mean to you?
PCSD means everything to me. It means becoming the most successful version of yourself alongside the best teachers, staff, and peers in the
land!
What is one thing you want people to know about you?
One thing I want people to know about me is that I was a cheerleader
for 17 years. I am also a cheerleading coach at Berea Midpark Middle
School for 7th and 8th grade football and basketball.
Why are you Parma Proud?
I am Parma Proud because this is my home! It is an honor to have went
through this district and now work here.

Anyone can join and support the PTAs throughout the district. For
more information, visit www.parmacityschools.org/pta.
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