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A message from
Superintendent
Charles Smialek, Ph.D.

Kindergarten Registration
begins in March with five
convenient events for families

Each month, our District Leadership Team
(DLT) meets to examine data, reflect upon
our practices, and plan for improvement. The
DLT consists of central office administrators,
Principals, and one teacher representative from
each school.

“To infinity and beyond”
is, of course, Buzz Lightyear’s
famous tagline from
Disney’s “Toy Story” movie
franchise.

This year, we are focused upon two areas in
which to improve: Teacher-Based-Team collaboration and the implementation of Restorative
Practices.
Teacher-Based-Team (TBT) collaboration occurs at all levels of our district. TBTs are groups of teachers who teach the same subject (example:
Ninth Grade English) or grade (example: Third Grade). Each week, teachers bring student achievement data (examples: test grades, essay scores,
etc.) to their meeting to discuss the progress of their respective classes.
The ultimate goal of TBTs is to determine the teaching practices that
are working best and replicate them in each member of the TBTs classroom. Teachers can also discuss how they are intervening with students
who are particularly struggling.
The best method for assessing the success of our TBT collaborations
comes through standardized testing data. Though none of us likes the
“high stakes” nature of Ohio State Tests, we must acknowledge that
much of our public judges us based upon these statistics.
To this point in the school year, the only state issued data came from
the fall administration of the Third Grade English/Language Arts test. On
this measure, our district score increased by 3% from the same point last
school year.
Restorative Practices (RP) are educational, proactive means for improving student behavior. The RP philosophy holds that educators should
seek to intervene when students violate rules in whatever manner they
feel will prevent the behavior from reoccurring. Past punitive measures
such as suspensions often only served to remove, and further isolate
students who act out.
Importantly, our message is not to end suspension, altogether. In
some instances suspension continues to be effective and necessary.
Instead, we are asking our educators to carefully examine their plans
for addressing misbehavior with the guiding questions: “Will this action
educate the child and actually reduce the likelihood of this behavior happening again? Or is this simply a punishment?”
In large part because of the work that our staffs have done with Restorative Practices, and, before that, Positive Behavior Intervention and
Supports, our suspension rate decreased by 22% in the first semester of
the 2019-20 school year compared to the same time period in 2018-19.
We are committed to continuous improvement and are proud of the
progress we are making in both areas of our District Leadership Team’s
focus.

“To infinity and beyond”
is exactly where the
Parma City School District
encourages incoming
Kindergarten students and
their families to reach for,
when they attend the 2020
Kindergarten Registration.

To provide greater convenience for
families, the PCSD will be holding five
Kindergarten Registration events over
five months, beginning March 7, at the
PCSD Administration Building.

Historically, the PCSD held
Kindergarten Registration
events for families each
year in March. This year, the
district will approach this important registration process differently, as
registration events will be held over the course of five months with five
different events.
“We have adjusted the dates to accommodate our families that
work and have commitments,” PCSD Supervisor of Recruitment and

See Kindergarten Registration on page 3

PCSD Foundation hosts Polar
Blast Fundraiser on February
16 at Brandywine Ski Resort
Want to beat the winter blues?
Join the Parma City Schools Foundation, Inc. this winter for some
family fun - tubing at Polar Blast at Brandywine Ski Resort.
The event will be held on Sunday, February 16, 2020 from 1:00 PM
to 4:00 PM. Each tubing tickets costs $23, and is valid for the threehour session only.
Proceeds will benefit the Parma City Schools Foundation and
students throughout the PCSD.
You must register in order to participate in the event. Register
online at: https://bmbw.wufoo.com/forms/zik7ml81irgy0a/
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What’s Up?
JANUARY

• Parma Senior High School PTSA Meeting, 6:00 PM

27
JANUARY

30
FEBRUARY

1

FEBRUARY

3

• PCSD Board of Education Regular Meeting at PCSD
Administration Building, 6:00 PM

• Normandy High School Winter Formal Dance, 6:30
PM

• Donuts with Dr. Smialek at Dunkin’ Donuts, 6919
Ridge Road, Parma, 8:00 AM
• Thoreau Park Elementary School PTA Meeting,
5:30 PM
• Normandy High School Athletic Boosters Meeting,
7:45 PM

FEBRUARY

4

FEBRUARY

6

• Renwood Elementary School PTA Meeting at
Cuyahoga County Public Library Parma Branch,
6996 Powers Blvd., 6:00 PM

• Green Valley Elementary PTA Meeting, 9:30 AM
• Community/Business/Schools Partnership
Meeting at Parma-Snow Library, 2121 Snow Road,
Parma, 4:30 PM
• Pleasant Valley Elementary School Parent Teacher
Conferences, 5:00 PM
• Parma Park Elementary School Parent Teacher
Conferences, 5:00 PM
• Ridge-Brook Elementary School Parent Teacher
Conferences, 5:00 PM
• First Step Preschool Parent Conferences, 5:00 PM

FEBRUARY

7

• Pleasant Valley Elementary School PTA Family
Bingo Night, 6:00 PM

Want to find out what’s up on your school’s calendar?
Visit:

www.parmacityschools.org/calendar

Hard work pays off with college
scholarship for Valley Forge
High School senior
Alyssa Chy received
quite a surprise at
school on December 4
when she was awarded
a $1,500 Faculty Ambassador Scholarship
to Bowling Green State
University.
“I felt surprised and
amazed to be named a
winner,” the Valley Forge
High School senior expressed. “I became more
motivated in my work.”

(Left to right): Cooperative Marketing
Management teacher Carolyn Holt-Balis,
student Alyssa Chy, Valley Forge principal
Janine Andrzejewski and Bowling Green
University student ambassador Heather
Lammers celebrate the awarding of a
$1,500 scholarship for Chy in December.

Chy was entered to win
this scholarship because
her teacher, Carolyn Holt
Balis, is an adjunct professor at Bowling Green’s
College of Business.
Students from high schools where faculty ambassadors teach are eligible
for scholarships as long as they apply and are accepted into the College
of Business. Bowling Green selects scholarship winners in October, November and December.

See BGSU Scholarship on page 4

Around the PCSD.....
• Career and Technical Education Spring Information Night:
Current and future Career & Technical Education students
and parents are invited to a CTE Spring Information Night on
February 11, 2020 at Normandy High School. The event will
run from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM. Students are asked to bring their
laptops. Information will be presented on certifications, college
credits, and work-based learning opportunities. For more
information about Career and Technical Education programs,
visit www.parmacityschools.org/careertech.
• Students in Grades 3 through 6 invited to compete at Young
Entrepreneur’s Day: PCSD Workforce Development program
is holding the second annual Young Entrepreneur’s Day on
Saturday, March 7 at Normandy High School. PCSD students
will create a business idea, along with a marketing and business
plan, then present it in a judged competition. Cash prizes are
available. For more information and to register for the event,
please visit www.pcsdconnects.org or email Chuck Caldwell at
caldwellc@parmacityschools.org. The deadline to register is
February 14.
• Shiloh Music Try-On Night: Current fourth-grade students
who are interested in playing a instrument their fifth-grade year
are invited to attend Shiloh’s Music Try-Out night on Tuesday,
January 28 at 7:00 PM. This event is for incoming Shiloh Middle
School students, but if families are unsure which middle school
they are attending, they are welcome to join this informational
evening about instrumental music. For more information,
contact Jessica Keider at keiderje@parmacityschools.org.
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Kindergarten Registration from page 1
Enrollment Audrey Holtzman, explained. “We have extended the hours to
way beyond the typical workday so that we can make sure people aren’t
really inconvenienced by registering their kids for Kindergarten.”
2020 Kindergarten Registration will be a two-step process for families.
The first step begins on March 1, when the online registration portal
will open for incoming Kindergarten families to begin the process. The
online registration portal will be available at www.parmacityschools.
org/registration.

ICYMI @ PCSD
Last week on PCSD Social Media

“We want them to fill out the registration online,” Holtzman explained.
“Once they complete that, they will be notified within 24 to 48 hours
with a phone call from our office. We will confirm that the application
was received, and then ask the parents which event they will be
attending. We just want to make sure that families hear from us, and they
are aware of all of the events that they can attend.”

The second step of the registration process is attending one of the
fun, family-friendly Kindergarten Registration events. Each of the five
Kindergarten Registration events will be held at the PCSD Administration
Building, 5311 Longwood Avenue in Parma.
The theme for this year is “My Parma Story”, and includes activities,
prizes and giveaways for families based off of Disney’s “Toy Story” movies.
For example, one fun event will allow children will be able to build their
own Mr. Potato Head, and students will take home giveaways, including
free books.
Families will need to attend a Kindergarten Registration event to
finalize the registration process. It also will be the one-stop for parents to
receive important information about the school district and community.
“We will have representatives from Extended Day Care, Nutrition
Services, Safety and Security, PTA, the Cuyahoga County Public Library
– all of the different things that parents need to know to build a solid
foundation for Kindergarten,” Holtzman added.
In addition, registering incoming Kindergarten students early helps
families avoid long lines in the fall and helps the PCSD properly plan for
the upcoming school year.
“It’s really important to register early for Kindergarten so that we can
have the appropriate class sizes and have the best instructional leaders
for you,” Holtzman expressed. “We have to be able to anticipate class
sizes that are appropriate for students, and we can’t do that when people
register late for school.”
For more information about the Kindergarten Registration process,
please visit the website at www.parmacityschools.org/registration or
call Audrey Holtzman at 440-885-8334.

www.parmacityschools.org/monitor

page 3

BGSU Scholarship from page 2

“Winning the scholarship showed me that hard work and dedication
does pay off,” she shared. “It will help me continue pursuing my goals. I
am thankful for this scholarship.”
Along with scholarship dollars, Chy will also be a student ambassador
for the College of Business if she chooses to go to Bowling Green.
“The two criteria that go along with the award are they must maintain
a 3.0 GPA and volunteer up to 20 hours on behalf of the College of Business,” shared Susan Kosakowski, BG’s College of Business Recruiting Manager, who presented the scholarship and award to Chy. “Volunteer hours
include awarding these scholarships, meeting with prospective students
when they come on campus or talking with families, and helping with
the information sessions we have weekly. Our College of Business has the
highest average starting salary of any other business college in the state
of Ohio. It’s a really good choice and a great investment, so we hope Alyssa will choose Bowling Green.”
Chy is currently in the Cooperative Marketing Management Career and
Technical Education program at Valley Forge and plans to study accounting after high school.
Balis, who teaches Cooperative Marketing Management, was so excited to have a student be selected for the scholarship. She said she has
never had a student win before.
“Early on when she was taking Accounting I and II, she decided that
she loved accounting and wanted to combine her math and business
skills together,” Balis shared about Chy. “In her DECA Competition, she
will focus on the Financial Consulting Event and will have to create a
15-minute presentation for a bank to outline and explain all the online
banking features currently offered.”
“Alyssa takes her studying very seriously and wants to learn as much as
she possibly can to apply the content learned in her internship and her
future endeavors,” Balis added. “She works hard to accomplish all that she
has earned in the last couple of years of high school.”

A passion for writing and
poetry inspires Valley Forge’s
Linda Lewis
by Savannah Rouse
11th Grade
Valley Forge High School

“I love to write, I love to sing.”
These are a few of Linda Lewis’
favorite things.
Lewis, a hall monitor at Valley
Forge High School, has a passion
poetry, which is often a rare hobby
done outside of an English classroom.
To inspire students and get them
thinking more about expressing
themselves through writing, Lewis
recently discussed poetry with VF
English teacher Kim Culler and her
Creative Writing class.
Lewis has been writing poetry as a
hobby ever since 2003. Her first poem
was about herself and the activities that
she likes to do.

for

Linda Lewis, a hall
monitor at Valley Forge,
writes and discusses
poetry with students in
Kimberly Culler’s class at
the school.

“It was just written out of the blue, it just came to me and I started to
write it down,” she shared.
“I love to write, I love to sing, I love to do just about anything” were the
first two lines she ever wrote.
She explained how poetry comes to different people in different ways.
“Yesterday I was sitting by the bathrooms near the art wing and I
thought, cats, I haven’t written one about my cats!” she expressed.

In 16th year, Parma Senior
High Girl Power still going
strong

She usually writes her poetry in bits and pieces, she shared with the
class.
“I would write two lines, four lines and stop there, and once I get home
I might write a little bit more,” Lewis described of her writing process.
“Poetry is something that is individualized, so you can write one way and
I can write differently.”
The topics that she writes about varies, from a joyful topic to a more
personal one. Regardless of what she writes about, it’s always about what
she has a connection with.
“I’ve written about the loss of a friend, I’ve written about the seasons,
Halloween, Christmas and Thanksgiving, and I’ve written about the
weather,” Lewis described.
Lewis shared that her experience with the students in the class was
enjoyable.
“I enjoyed being able to share my experience with the students,” she
expressed. “It was fun to see the different types of reactions I received
from the kids.”

On Friday January 24, 2020, Parma Senior High School inducted a
new class of young women into Girl Power. Girl Power is an empowerment group that teaches students valuable leadership skills and
instill a passion for helping others. This is the 16th year for the group,
which is led by PSH guidance counselor, Marian Armstrong, and
transition coordinator Michelle Schneider.
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