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Ohio Department of
Education removes PCSD
from Fiscal Caution status
Recently, the Parma City School District received some good news
from the Ohio Department of Education.
At the January 6, 2020 PCSD Board of Education meeting, Sean Nuccio
informed the community that the PCSD had been removed from Fiscal
Caution status by the Ohio Department of Education. The PCSD was
originally put in Fiscal Caution by ODE on August 1, 2016.
According to ODE’s website, being placed in Fiscal Caution requires
a school district to correct multiple areas to improve their finances.
Districts must provide a written proposal “discontinuing or correcting the
practices and conditions that led to the declaration of Fiscal Caution.” In
addition, ODE is allowed to regularly visit and inspect a district in Fiscal
Caution and “may monitor the district’s financial situation on a monthly
basis.”
As a result of being placed in Fiscal Caution status, the PCSD worked
with ODE to regularly review district finances and compare five-year
forecasts.
“The Ohio Department of Education monitored our monthly transactions and our monthly reports,” PCSD Treasurer Sean Nuccio explained.
“We spoke a couple of times a month and we talked about things that
we were concerned about. They also attended some of our finance committee meetings. And we both did five-year forecasts and we talked and
compared them. So it was monthly monitoring.”
Beginning in 2016, the district also began reducing expenditures in
the general fund budget and enhancing revenues through approved
fiscal recovery plans. The continuation of those reductions is just one reason the district finds itself in a more financially stable position.
“We’ve turned our finances around,” Nuccio added. “We can forecast
our financial stability and the state doesn’t feel like we need their help to
maintain financial stability.”
“This is a very important step to regaining the trust of our community,” said PCSD Superintendent Charles Smialek, Ph.D. in a statement.
“Our treasurer’s office, under the leadership of Sean Nuccio, obviously
deserves a tremendous amount of credit for their diligence in leading
the processes that have delivered us to a more stable financial outlook.
However, we also owe our gratitude to all of our staff members who have
sacrificed much over the years in learning to ‘do more with less’ for the
greater good of our students and district.”
Public school districts in Ohio are required to have financial audits
completed each year. Recently, Rea & Associates, an independent Certified Public Accounting firm, completed their financial audit of the PCSD
for last fiscal year. Their report has been submitted to the Ohio Auditor
for review and public release.

See Treasurer’s Update on page 5
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Middle school students spread
simple message of help and
hope to others
Always love your selfie.
This is the simple
message three middle
school students have
for their peers and the
community.
Cheyenne Nowak,
Hillside Middle School
seventh-grader, Dinella
Messina, Greenbriar
Middle School seventhgrader, and Peyton
Giaimo, Holy Family
Photo: (L –R) Peyton Giaimo, Cheyenne
Catholic School eighthNowak, and Dinella Messina ask people
grader are cadette
how they are doing at the 2019 PCSD
members of Girl Scout
Opening Kick-Off.
Troop 71658 in Parma.
For their Silver Award Project, which is the highest award a cadette can
earn, these passionate students focused on anxiety, depression and
suicide awareness among teens.
“The project was about suicide and how we can prevent that from
happening because when kids are in depression, have anxiety or are

See Silver Award Project on page 5

2020-2021 PCSD School Year
Calendar approved by Board of
Education; PCSD Foundation hosts
Polar Blast Fundraiser on Feb. 16
At the January 6, 2020 Parma City School District Board of Education Organizational Meeting, the Board approved Resolution
2020-01-06, “Approval of the 2020-2021 School Year Calendar.” To
view next year’s calendar and your school’s building calendar, visit
our website at www.parmacityschools.org/calendar.
Want to beat the winter blues? Join the Parma City Schools Foundation, Inc. this winter for some family fun - tubing at Polar Blast at
Brandywine Ski Resort. The event will be held on Sunday, February
16, 2020 from 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM. Each tubing tickets costs $23, and
is valid for the three-hour session only. Proceeds will benefit the
Parma City Schools Foundation and students throughout the PCSD.
You must register in order to participate in the event. Register online
at: https://bmbw.wufoo.com/forms/zik7ml81irgy0a/
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What’s Up?
JANUARY

13
JANUARY

14
JANUARY

15

• Valley Forge High School Incoming 8th Grade
Orientation Night, 6:30 PM
• John Muir Elementary School PTA Meeting at
Parma-Snow Library, 7:00 PM

• Hillside Middle School PTA Meeting, 9:30 AM
• Normandy Invader Marching Band Meeting, 7:00
PM

• Parma Senior High School Incoming 8th Grade
Orientation Night, 6:00 PM
• Pleasant Valley Elementary School PTA Meeting,
7:00 PM
• Greenbriar Middle School 5th/6th Grade Choir
Concert at Valley Forge High School, 7:00 PM

JANUARY

16

• Renwood Elementary School Parent/Teacher
Conferences, 5:00 PM
• PCSD Board of Education Special Meeting
(Executive Session), 5:00 PM

Renwood fourth-grade writer
recognized for novel in Young
Writers Contest
Jada Tetteh-Lartey
has a knack for writing
and a gift for telling
stories.
This fourth-grader at
Renwood Elementary
School already completed a novel, which is
an impressive accomplishment. What’s even
more brilliant is that she
wrote it in 30 days and
has been honored for it.

November is National Novel Writing Month, NaNoWriMo for short, and
Tetteh-Lartey was recognized in the NaNoWriMo Young Writers Contest
for November 2019. She received a certificate for her story!
“My story is about how I found a black cat and how I try to find its
family,” she described. “It’s called ‘The Black Mysterious Magic Cat.’”

See Novel Writing on page 4

• PCSD Board of Education Regular Meeting, 6:00 PM
• College Credit Plus Information Night at Parma
Senior High School Auditorium, 6:30 PM
• Shiloh Middle School 5th/6th Grade Band Concert
at Shiloh Middle School, 7:00 PM
• Valley Forge High School PTSA Meeting, 7:00 PM
JANUARY

17
JANUARY

20
JANUARY

21

• Valley Forge High School PTSA Snowflake Dance
in VF Cafeteria, 6:00 PM

• Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - NO SCHOOL FOR
STUDENTS

• Greenbriar Middle School PTA Meeting, 9:30 AM
• Parma Park Elementary School PTA Meeting,
11:30 AM

Want to find out what’s up on your school’s calendar?
Visit:

www.parmacityschools.org/calendar

Jada Tetteh-Lartey, a fourth grade student

“It felt really good,” she at Renwood Elementary, wrote a novel in
expressed on finishing
30 days as part of National Novel Writing
her first book. “I like writMonth in November.
ing because I like using
my imagination to make stories.”

Around the PCSD.....
• College Credit Plus Night on January 16: College Credit
Plus Information Night will be held at 6:30 PM on January 16,
2020, in the Parma Senior High School Auditorium. Cuyahoga
Community College in conjunction with the PCSD will share
information regarding the benefits and considerations about
the College Credit Plus program. Parents of students, as well as
students who will be in grades 7 - 12 next school year, are invited
to attend.
• Teach Me to Read at Home begins February 5: Help your
student prepare for Kindergarten and the world of reading with
Teach Me to Read at Home. This family literacy training program
provides research-based techniques, practice activities and
hands-on learning to help families prepare for school. To register
for this four-week session, visit https://tinyurl.com/readparma
or email Mike Price at pricemi@parmacityschools.org.
• Incoming 8th Grade Information Nights: The Parma City
School District is excited to host High School Information Nights
for incoming eighth-graders. Learn more about the incredible
opportunities your student will have access to as an eighthgrader in PCSD including our rigorous academic curriculum,
athletics, clubs and so much more!
The next information meeting will be for incoming 8th graders
at Valley Forge High School, on Monday Jan. 13, from 6:30 PM
- 8:30 PM. On Wednesday, Jan. 15, Parma Senior High School
will host their night, beginning at 6:00 PM. More information
is available on the website at www.parmacityschools.org. If
you have questions please call 440-885-8334 or email Audrey
Holtzman at holtzmana@parmacityschools.org.
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#MyPCSD Story:
Natalie James,
Normandy Class of 2004

ICYMI @ PCSD
Last week on PCSD Social Media

Name:
Natalie James (Long)
High School:
Normandy High School
Graduation Year:
2004
Any post-secondary
education? If so, please
list your college, degrees
earned and graduation
dates:

Natalie James, Dean of Students at
Dentzler and Parma Park Elementary
Schools, is a 2004 graduate of
Normandy High School.

Kent State University
Graduated in 2008 (Bachelors of Science in Education: Majored in Middle
Childhood Education, Math and Science 4-9, ELA and Social Studies 4-6
Generalist, 4-9 Reading Endorsement)
Malone University Graduated in 2012 (Masters of Science in Educational
Leadership: Pk-12 Principalship License)
Current job title and location: Dean of Students: Dentzler and Parma
Park Elementary Schools
How did your experiences at the Parma City School District help you
to achieve success in your career? I am very passionate about Parma
City Schools because I grew up loving my experiences in the classroom
with my teachers. The teachers that I remember the most were the ones
that were positive in the classroom and that you could really tell loved
their job. I was college-ready through my academic experiences at PCSD,
and this gave me a head start to a successful career. My teachers inspired
me and they cared about my growth even though I wasn’t the best student or the highest-achieving student.
What is your favorite childhood memory growing up? One of my favorite childhood memories is from Renwood Elementary. In sixth grade,
when I was on safety patrol, we always got to miss the first few minutes
of the day when it was cold or snowy because we had hot chocolate
made for us when we came in from our post. It really seemed like the
best thing ever at that time!
Who was your favorite teacher and how did they inspire you? My
favorite teacher growing up was Mrs. Marsha Marion at Hillside Middle
School. Mrs. Marion is an inspiration because she was always so positive,
optimistic, and loving, even with her most difficult students. She truly
cared about every single student she had and wanted the best for them.
You could really tell that she LOVED her job. She inspired and encouraged me to join choir in high school where so many of my high school
memories were built.
Looking back at your school years, what is one thing that has
stayed with you throughout the years? After being in concert choir all
throughout high school, every year during the holidays I still find myself

See #MyPCSDStory on page 4
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Great things are cooking with
Spice Field Kitchen and PCSD
Nutrition Services

Novel Writing from page 2
Tetteh-Lartey added the story starts with her finding the black cat at
her door and then discovering that it’s magical. The story continues with
her figuring out the cat belongs to the cat lady and ends with her returning the mysterious cat back to its owner.
The inspiration for this story was from her own cat, she shared.

For over a year, a healthy
relationship has been developing between the Parma
City School District and
Spice Field Kitchen, providing tasty results and unique
opportunities for PCSD
students and families.

“My cat runs really fast like he has super powers,” Tetteh-Lartey expressed. “So this cat in my story has magic powers, kind of like my cat at
home.”
Her teacher, Terry Caskey, signed her class up to participate in the
NaNoWriMo Young Writers Program. Run by a non-profit, the program
supports students and educators with tools, resources and a creative
space to write and share.

Spice Field Kitchen,
the non-profit arm of the
Spice Hospitality Group, is
leading the charge with PCSD Steven Baker, Chief Operating Office
at Spice Field Kitchen, works with
Nutrition Services to teach
students at Pleasant Valley this fall.
students and families the
Throughout the year, Baker and the
importance of healthy eating
students grew kale and spinach at
and using locally- sourced
the school, which was harvested and
and sustainable agricultural
served in the school’s cafeteria.
methods. Paired with unique,
grant-funded opportunities in
partnership with the PCSD, these programs are having a real and unique
impact for students.

This was the first year Caskey participated in the program and was excited to have a student recognized for her work. She said all her students
who wrote really enjoyed the creative writing program.

The Spice Hospitality Group is truly a farm-to-table operation. The
Spice Kitchen & Bar, located in the Gordon Square Arts District in Cleveland, serves locally sourced, sustainable food that is “in-season”, rather
than items brought in from long distances. This is also true for the Spice
Catering Company. Both ventures boast that 80 percent of their ingredients come from local family farms within 150 miles of Cleveland.

“I think my next story is going to be about a girl who goes to Candy
Land, finds the Candy Queen, and tries to battle her so she can get
through and own the land,” she shared.

“Jada wrote over 6,000 words, which was double her goal and the
most in the fourth grade group who participated,” Caskey shared. “She
ran away with this from day one. On the first day, she already had over
300 words. She was so in to it and even worked on it at home.”
She added that Jada was the only one who received recognition from
NaNoWriMo from her class and the non-profit will help get her started on
publishing her work, if she wants to.
Tetteh-Lartey said she wants to write stories when she grows up and is
already thinking about what her next novel is going to be.

“Jada is such a great student,” Caskey expressed. “She takes a lot of
initiative, is very kind and self-driven.”

What makes Spice truly unique in the Cleveland area is Spice Acres
and the Spice Field Kitchen. Members of the community can visit, learn,
harvest and enjoy locally sourced vegetables and fruit at their farm, Spice
Acres, located in the Cuyahoga Valley National Park in Brecksville.
Spice Field Kitchen works both at the farm and in the community, to
educate and help spread this important nutritional message.
After attending a town hall meeting hosted by the PCSD and the
Cuyahoga County Board of Health Feed Your Future program in the fall of
2018, Spice Field Kitchen’s Chief Operating Officer Steven Baker saw an
opportunity to partner with the PCSD and the land lab at Pleasant Valley
Elementary with grant funding through the Martha Holden Jennings
Foundation.

#MyPCSDStory from page 3
singing the words to Concert Choir’s Winter Candlelight Processional and
Hallelujah Chorus. Mrs. Seredick always took so much pride in putting
on a quality winter show to remember. If we weren’t on point with every
note, we would not have performed. I still have the CD we made!
What does the PCSD mean to you?

“I met these fine folks and I had an idea,” Baker expressed. “What if we
had classes come out to the farm in the fall. We would do 10 weeks of lessons in the classroom focusing on the community food system. That also
has a cooking demonstration aspect of it, which a lot of our curriculum
has…Then they could come back out in the spring and we could help
set up their land lab in order to help give a learning environment for the
classrooms. They can go outside and spend time watching the stuff they
plant grow and interact with it. And, of course, feeding their cafeteria.”

The PCSD is now my home and my family. I now have over 700 kids
between my two buildings and I care about the academic, social, mental,
and emotional health and future of every single one of them. Everyday
I am inspired even more by the teachers that work with and love our
kids daily no matter their ability level, home life, or behavior. They build
relationships and work diligently to create meaningful lessons. They volunteer their time and heart for the good of our children. This is not just a
place I go to work everyday, this is my future, this is my home.

During his time with students at Pleasant Valley and back on the farm
at Spice Acres, Baker focused with students on the importance of locally
sourced produce.

Why are you Parma Proud?

“A lot of what we focus on is nutrient density,” Baker expressed. “Really
good, healthy soil gives really good, healthy plants. That in turn, provides
a really healthy body when you consume them. That’s the kind of message we want these kids to walk away with.”
“In this day and age, with health issues being what they are for Americans, there is a disconnect between where your food comes from and

I am Parma Proud because I see amazing things happening every day
in my buildings. Teachers, aides, and monitors teaching lessons both
academic and in life, students learning and becoming good problems
solvers and decision makers, and administration pouring their hearts into
everything they do to make their students’ lives more enriched. Parma is
the place that I grew up and I received an excellent education. I’m seeing,
in many ways, our students today receiving everything they need to
make themselves successful and contributing citizens just as I did.

See Farm-to-School on page 5
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Silver Award Project from page 1
broken down in their self-esteem, they tend to want to hurt themselves
or even commit suicide,” Nowak explained. “So we made a poster that
the kids could go up, take a post-it note, and place their name by their
feelings on the board. If they put their post-it in a spot like ‘I’m in a Dark
Place,’ a teacher or adult can talk to them and help them.”
The students dropped off posters at middle schools and high
schools in the district and encouraged schools to use them to start a
conversation about mental health among students.
The girls also had signs made that were displayed in Parma’s parks and
in people’s yards that had inspirational messages on them. The students
visited Cornerstone of Hope and participated in the NAMI (National
Alliance on Mental Illness) walk, as well.
“We looked up positive quotes and put them on signs so people
could see them,” Messina shared. “We did this in September because
September is Suicide Awareness Month.”
They attended the 2019 PCSD Opening Kick-Off, where they handed
out materials from NAMI, Life Act and Cornerstone for Hope, created a
handout with ways to de-stress and resources to help, and passed out
buttons with the same positive quotes on their yard signs. The girls asked
people to place their feelings for the day on the board, too.
“We also did a stress test at the kick-off, where we had people come up
and answer some questions,” Giaimo expressed. “We had 56 people take
the survey and found that people were stressed and some even wanted
to hurt themselves.”
The girls worked tirelessly on this project and successfully completed
all the requirements by the first semester of this school year. This is a 50hour community service project and the main goal was to identify a need
in the community and work on a solution to help make their community
a better place.
“This project was important to me because I had an uncle who
committed suicide almost 10 years ago,” Messina said. Nowak and Giaimo
shared that they have been personally impacted by this topic, as well.
As they reflected more on their project, the girls agreed that they did
make a difference in their school and community. They also noticed
that the topics they researched are things that adults, teens and kids are
going through every day.
“We are never going to be able to stop someone from doing it because
we can’t control what they are feeling at that time, but I feel like they
should be able to talk to someone,” Nowak expressed. “If we can at least
try to get through to them that if it’s not ok, it doesn’t have to be the end,
we can help people.”
“I also noticed that for kids who might hurt themselves, we can make a
change before they do it completely,” she added.

Farm-to-School from page 4
how it affects your local economy,” Baker continued. “This is the
reason that we started and have
this curriculum for these kids. You
want them to be able to open
their minds and try new things.
But, even more, so, it’s changing
their perception of food. Kids,
nowadays, often look at a French
fry and they look at it as food.
They don’t see a potato as food.
It’s connecting where their food
comes from.”
Growing and harvesting fresh
In the cafeteria at Pleasant
produce at Pleasant Valley’s land
Valley Elementary, Vickie Yates
lab and eventually throughout
prepares fresh spinach from the
the PCSD is a year-round venture.
land lab at the school, harvested
Baker admits one thing that drew
on December 11.
him to partner with the PCSD was
the level of volunteerism from all over the district and community.
“We need community support to ensure that this land lab stays
successful,” Baker said. “What’s really impressed me about Parma is the
stakeholders that have all jumped on board to make this work…When I
was invited to the very first Farm-to-School meeting, they had chefs from
Normandy’s Culinary program, representatives from Transition Services
about students coming out to get work experience, (PCSD Nutrition
Services Supervisor) Bob Gorman, the grant writing department, the
maintenance crews, staff, PTA – all to throw their support behind these
programs to make sure that it works…I was super impressed, because
it’s a daunting task.”
With hydroponic gardens and salad bars implemented throughout the
district, the partnership between the PCSD and Spice continues to thrive
even during cold winter months. Just before the winter recess, more
spinach and kale were harvested from Pleasant Valley land lab and was
served to students at the elementary and high school levels. The hydroponic gardens project continues to be developed to provide the most
unique opportunities and partnerships possible for PCSD students.
“It’s been going great for all parties involved, especially our kids,” Gorman expressed. “They are being exposed to this fresh produce, learning
how it’s grown and seeing how it’s grown... But I’d say it’s a very positive
partnership and I hope we can expand it as we move forward with this
new year…And teachers have been very interested to see what we are
doing and learning what we are doing. The interest is very high district
wide and community wide.”

Something they wish they could do differently would be to ship
out care packages or provide tangible support to those who may be
struggling to let them know they are loved and wanted, Nowak said.
“I think it would have also been good to do assemblies at the schools
to spread more awareness,” Giaimo described. “I know some kids might
not have taken it seriously, but there are kids who might really have
needed to hear the message.”
The girls are not shy about learning and discussing tough topics. They
completed their Bronze Award as junior girl scouts on human trafficking.
“I just want people to remember that there is always someone out
there that can help you,” Nowak shared.
“And there is always someone who cares,” Giaimo added.

Treasurer’s Update from page 1
“Our last one was just completed and it should be out pretty soon,”
Nuccio said. “They (Rea & Associates) have certain compliance requirements they have to meet which come from the Auditor of State’s office.”
Nuccio stressed a strong financial outlook will require continued fiscal
responsibility and close monitoring of district finances.
“We need to continue to be fiscally responsible even being out of
Fiscal Caution and the oversight by ODE,” Nuccio expressed. “We can’t
just go and spend the money frivolously. We will continue to maintain
that close oversight of our finances and we will continue to make sound
financial choices as we move forward.”
“One of our three main district goals is continuing to practice fiscal
responsibility,” Smialek added in the statement. “As we move forward,
we will continue to closely monitor our finances, make sound financial
decisions, and practice fiscal responsibility to provide the best possible
educational experience for our students.”
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