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A message from
Superintendent
Charles Smialek, Ph.D.

Great community partnership
with Bob Gillingham Ford
benefits students in PCSD

The GPD Group, a national architectural firm with local offices in Cleveland and
Akron, presented their recommendation for
Strategic Consolidation to the Parma Board of
Education on December 10, 2019, in a work
session at Parma Senior High School.

Students and staff of
the Parma City School
District will be getting
a financial boost in
their classrooms and
extracurricular activities
thanks to a partnership
with Bob Gillingham
Ford and the Parma City
Schools Foundation,
Inc.

Through two phases of construction,
the plan will replace 15 currently operating
schools with nine new campuses. The phases
will develop in this order:
Phase One (Secondary)
•

Construct middle (grades 6-8) and high schools (grades 9-12)
on the current Normandy and Valley Forge campuses.

•

Repurpose Parma Senior High School to become the home of
central office, Opportunity Center for Students with Autism,
Parma Schools Alumni Museum, Culinary and Cosmetology Career and Technical Education. programs, and community assets
including a pool, gymnasiums, and theaters.

•

Close Greenbriar and Shiloh Middle Schools, preserving this
land for potential elementary campus sites.

•

Repurpose Hillside as an Elementary School and site of future
elementary school.

At the third annual
PCSD Opening KickOff this summer, the
foundation teamed up
with Gillingham Ford
for a Drive 4 UR School
fundraiser.

In total, $4,580 was
raised through the event, with all proceeds directly benefiting students
and teachers across the district.
Gillingham presented a check to the Foundation at a recent Board of
Education meeting.

See Drive 4 UR School on page 4

Phase Two (Elementary)
•

(L-R): PCSD Foundation, Inc. trustees
Nancy Fedak and Barb Filipow, PCSD Superintendent Charles Smialek, Ph.D. and
Bob Gillingham celebrate the donation
from Bob Gilingham Ford from the Drive 4
UR School event in August.

Construct six campuses (grades K-5).
•

Three campuses will compose the East Cluster, and
three will compose the West Cluster.

•

One campus will be located in Parma Heights, one in
Seven Hills, and four in Parma.

•

Actual location of campuses will be determined when
the Board receives state contribution.

•

Two campuses in each cluster will also feature a
Pre-Kindergarten program.

GPD worked with the senior-level administrators from the Parma City
Schools to host 24 community input sessions during the 2019 calendar
year. Further, the school district invited the public to eight different tours
of new campuses throughout the Northeast Ohio region to help residents and staff members envision the possibilities of new construction.
Approximately 900 residents and staff members attended the Consolidation meetings or participated in the online survey.
“This is really a community plan,” explained Mark Salopek, GPD’s Director of Education. “We’ve rarely seen such an effort to engage residents

Become a PCSD Champion or join
a Master Plan for Consolidation
Advisory Group; Informational
meeting for Parma High community
The Parma City Schools are seeking to explain the Master Plan for
Consolidation in a more personal manner than typical Board Meetings and even Town Hall sessions. We would like to attend block
parties, cookouts, coffee klatsches, etc. for 15-20 minute presentations of our plan. For more information about the proposed Master
Plan for Consolidation and to sign up for either program, please
visit www.parmacityschools.org/masterplan.
There will be an informational meeting about the strategic
consolidation plan for alumni, friends and the community of Parma
Senior High School on Tuesday, Dec. 17 in the PSH Little Theatre at
6:30 p.m. We invite all who want to learn more about the plans for
Parma Senior High School to attend.

See Superintendent on page 4
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What’s Up?
•

John Muir Elementary School PTA Meeting,
12:30 PM

•

Parma Senior High School/Shiloh Middle School
Grades 7-12 Band Concert, 7:00 PM

•

Hillside Middle School Band Concert at
Normandy High School, 7:00 PM

•

John Muir Elementary School PTA Meeting at
Parma-Snow Library, 7:00 PM

•

17

Strategic Consolidation Information Meeting for
Parma Senior High School Community at Parma
Senior High Little Theater, 6:30 PM

•

Green Valley Elementary School Winter Concert
at Normandy High School, 7:00 PM

DECEMBER

•

Hillside Middle School Choir Concert at
Normandy High School, 7:00 PM

•

Pleasant Valley Elementary School PTA Meeting,
7:00 PM

DECEMBER

16

DECEMBER

18

DECEMBER

•

19

DECEMBER

20

DECEMBER

•

End of Marking Period - NO SCHOOL FOR
STUDENTS - Inservice Day, Teachers Report

•

John Muir Elementary Parent/Teacher
Conferences, 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM

•

Winter Recess begins - No school through
January 3, 2020 - Central Office Closed: 12/24,
12/25, 12/31 and 1/1

23
JANUARY

6

PCSD Board of Education Regular Meeting,
6:00 PM

•

Winter recess ends, school resumes

•

Thoreau Park Elementary School PTA Meeting,
5:30 PM

•

Normandy High School Athletic Boosters
Meeting, 7:45 PM

Want to find out what’s up on your school’s calendar?
Visit:

www.parmacityschools.org/calendar

AP Honors Night in January
showcases opportunities for
PCSD high school students
One of Parma City
School District’s top priorities is to give students the
tools, skills and knowledge to achieve success
once they graduate high
school.
Career and Technical
Education might be one
of the first things that
comes to mind when
thinking about college
and career readiness,
but did you know there
are a wealth of Advanced
Placement, Honors and
College Credit Plus courses
available to students at
each high school, as well?

On January 8, PCSD high school
students are invited to attend AP Honors
Night at Parma Senior High School. This
program will highlight opportunities for
students to take courses in high school
which lead to post-secondary credit.

To help families better understand these offerings and encourage
students to increase rigor in their schedules for next school year, PCSD
will be hosting AP Honors Night on January 8, 2020 at Parma Senior High
School.
The meeting will be held in the school’s auditorium from 6:30 – 7:30
p.m. The informational session will spotlight AP, honors and CCP courses
and President Harlan M. Sands from Cleveland State University will be the
keynote speaker.
“What we really want to do is enhance academic rigor in our middle
and high school students,” expressed Marian Armstrong, guidance counselor at Parma Senior High School. “We have so many offerings that our

See AP Honors Night on page 4

Treasurer’s Office annual gift drive
brightens the holidays for 185
children
For almost 20
years, the PCSD
Treasurer’s Office
has coordinated a
holiday gift-giving
drive to benefit students and families
in need throughout
the school district.
With the generous support of
building administrators and staff at
Parma City School
District’s Administrative Offices, 185 children will receive gifts this holiday season.
Thank you Treasurer’s Office for coordinating this special program
and all who contributed!
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Parma High’s National Honor
Society empowers students to
be their best

ICYMI @ PCSD
Last week on PCSD Social Media

by Andrew Lozitsky
12th Grade
Parma Senior High School

As a nationally recognized organization and
a distinguished achievement in the college
admissions process, Parma Senior High School
was proud to induct
new members into the
school’s National Honor
Society this fall.

(L-R): Diana Kwiatkowski, Andzelika

Malkowski, advisor Laurie Marshall,
The club’s purpose is
Alisha Deguzman, and Jordan Judson
to develop and recognize
celebrate after the National Honor Sociexceptional high school
ety Induction ceremony this year. Each
students who model the
student is an officer with the program.
four pillars of NHS – scholarship, leadership, character and service. At the induction ceremony,
36 students took an oath pledging their commitment to honoring the
responsibilities of serving in this club.

In her fourth year coordinating NHS at Parma High, Laurie Marshall
described the prerequisites for being selected for NHS membership and
the various community events that club members participate in.
“People that are chosen first get selected based on a certain grade
point average,” Marshall explained. “Summer community service hours
are required before they are inducted and they also need to complete an
application which includes an essay, teacher recommendations, and a list
of extracurricular activities and honors or Advanced Placement classes.”
Marshall describes that membership is holistic. A selection committee
analyzes the ways in which students display all four pillars of NHS and
all characteristics are valued equally. Members are expected to maintain their academic merit and community engagement throughout the
school year.
Students can also serve as NHS officers, helping to organize various
events and communicate information about what the club can do to
benefit their school.
“I get input from members and officers on different projects,” Marshall
shared. “We always do some sort of service activities together and try to
make service available in our community.”
NHS is adaptable to the school environment, allowing members to
take on different roles to display their qualities of leadership and character.
“If it seems like there is more of a need for a regular tutoring program,
we could shift and do that,” Marshall said. “We could combine with student council and Athleaders in supporting the school, we all have very
similar values.”
For students aspiring to join NHS in the future, Marshall emphasized
the importance of being an active community member.
“Keep your grades up,” she expressed. “Make sure that you’re involved
in a couple of activities outside of schoolwork, whether it’s extracurriculars that you do within the community or here at school. You can’t just be
a really smart student, you need to be well-rounded.”
Congratulations to all new inductees to the Parma Senior’s National
Honor Society!
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Drive 4 UR School from page 1
“The partnership is greatly appreciated,” expressed Barb Filipow, a
Parma City Schools Foundation trustee. “This helps provide funds that
the district cannot provide for the schools.”
The Drive 4 UR School program is funded through Ford Motor Company. The program donates $20 for each test drive with a maximum
donation of $6,000.
With every test drive, money was donated back to the school or school
program of the driver’s choice as well as the Foundation.
Although he wished PCSD could have reached the maximum amount,
Gillingham was proud to be able to support the schools and the community through the program.
“I think this is important,” he expressed. “I have been a member of CBS
(Community, Business, Schools) for a long time and we have supported
the schools in a lot of different ways. The schools are the lifeblood of the
communities. You need a good school system to support the population.
People don’t want to move to a community where the schools are bad or
underfunded, so whatever we can do to help, we are happy to do it.”
“Bob is great to work with, as well as his team,” Filipow added. “They
are extremely well organized, made sure the event ran smoothly, provided volunteers, it was a really nice event.”
The Parma City Schools Foundation, Inc. has donated thousands of
dollars to the schools since it was founded in 2011.
This past school year, the Foundation gave away 12 grants to teachers
throughout the district, supporting a wide variety of initiatives including flexible seating and diversified instruction. Additional money was
donated throughout the years to school buildings for student incentives,
programs, assemblies and field trips.
Only 71 test drives short this year of the 300 test drive goal, Filipow is
hopeful the Foundation will reach their goal the next time around.
“Drive 4 UR School is really a no brainer,” Filipow shared. “It doesn’t cost
parents or the community anything to participate. If each student would
bring just one adult to test drive a car, it would be amazing.”
To learn more about the Parma City Schools Foundation, Inc., please
visit www.parmacityschools.org/foundation.

AP Honors Night from page 2
kids do not know about and colleges are really looking for this academic
rigor.”
Parents, guardians and students from all three high schools are encouraged and welcome to attend the meeting to see what courses PCSD
has to offer.
“We hope and want families to attend because students need to know
what’s expected of them in these classes and parents need to know
what’s offered,” she shared. “That way parents can help encourage their
children to take these courses. Doing well in these classes can lead to
scholarships and give students a head-start on their post-secondary
education.”
The meeting will also provide families a timeline of what they should
be doing to help prepare their children for college.
“A lot of our kids don’t take the necessary tests,” Armstrong explained.
“Especially the PSAT. Everyone should take the PSAT it because it could
lead to awards and scholarships, like becoming a National Merit Scholar.”
She also shared that her children went to Parma Schools and took as
many AP and honors classes as they could. Both are currently in honors
programs at the collegiate level.
“I think our families just don’t know what’s out there and what their
children can take advantage of, and that’s why we are doing this,” she
added. “Parma City School District has really good programs and provides an excellent education, so we want to keep everyone informed of
all that is available here.”

Greenbriar Middle School
students deck the halls with
holiday cheer
Greenbriar Middle
School students and staff
got into the holiday spirit
this year by decking the
halls with themed trees
for all to enjoy.
At the main entrance,
the school’s student
council sponsored a tree
decorating contest to
create a festive winter
wonderland.
Students at staff at Greenbriar
“Last year Jill (Schissler,
Middle School got into the holiday spirit
principal at Greenbriby holding a Christmas Tree decorating
ar,) mentioned that she
contest. The winning tree was inspired
wanted to create a winter
by the movie, “National Lampoon’s
wonderland in the lobby,”
Christmas Vacation”.
explained Terri Matelski,
teacher at Greenbriar and student council adviser. “So, I went out and got
a few trees, but I thought I could get enough trees so every house could
decorate a tree. We then turned it into a competition, like a Christmas
Tree Wars.”

In total, 15 trees are on display in the building. There are 14 trees
uniquely decorated and a large tree in the middle where students and
staff could donate socks, hats and gloves to adults and children in need.
All the donations will benefit local families so they can stay warm in the
cold winter months ahead.
“This was all about bringing teams together and building culture in
the school,” Matelski expressed. “The kids and teachers had so much fun.
It really is a magical place in the morning. It makes the kids and staff feel
good.”
Art teachers and students helped to decorate and paint the windows
around the trees and Matelski said she received donations and community support for the project, as well.
“We tried to bring in a holiday spirit for everyone,” she shared. “There
are some kids who might miss out on this experience at home. This was
a group effort by everyone, and I see this becoming a tradition for years
to come.”

Superintendent from page 1
over such a long time period. We’re hoping this results in a high level of
support for construction and consolidation.”
The estimated cost of Phase One is $263 million, which converts to
a projected 6.12 mill bond issue, which the district intends to place on
the November 2020 ballot. The Ohio Facilities Construction Commission
(OFCC) will pay for 34% of the construction of the co-funded segments of
Phase One, a credit the district will then apply to the cost of Phase Two.
“We believe we have really gone about this the right way,” explained
PCSD Board of Education president John Schweitzer. “This plan is not a
knee-jerk reaction to a difficult set of circumstances. It is a well-developed, well-researched plan that represents the input we received from
almost 900 participants in our surveys and focus groups. We think that
the secondary campuses can become pillars of the community as we
work with our partners to truly develop 18-hour campuses.”
The Board of Education will study GPD’s presentation before a December 19, 2019 vote to endorse or reject the plan.
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