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A message from
Superintendent
Charles Smialek, Ph.D.

Residents invited to join
PCSD Community Walking
program
Staying active and healthy
during the cold winter months
can be a challenge, especially
with those important New
Years’ resolutions right around
the corner.

We will present Tuesday
evening to the Board of
Education, GPD’s (our
architectural consultant)
recommendation for the
Strategic Consolidation of
our district. We will post
our presentation to our
website and social media
shortly after Tuesday
night’s meeting concludes.
We have worked since
January to elicit the
popular consensus of the
community, holding 24 open
meetings, presenting to groups who have invited
us, and providing two online surveys for those
who could not otherwise participate.
538 community members participated in some
way this spring, and 353 have either attended a
meeting or completed the online survey this fall.
We certainly wish that our totals of participants
would have been higher; however, we are also
grateful for the thoughtful contributions of those
citizens and staff members who took the time to
share their opinions.
After GPD presents their recommendations
Tuesday evening, the Board will have the next
nine days to study the proposal and develop
questions they would like answered before
casting their formal vote on December 19. If the
Board accepts the proposal, GPD will work to
provide more details about the planned schools so
that we can be as informative as possible during
the months that lead up to November’s potential
bond issue.
Ultimately, no actual design plan becomes “final”
until well after the passage of a bond issue when
our architect works with a construction manager
to develop a schematic for our Board to approve.
However, it is important to be as detailed as
possible so that the community will fully
understand their choice of approving or rejecting
the tax increase required to fund new
construction.
No one Master Plan will meet with 100%
approval. We are hopeful, though, that our full
calendar year of soliciting input has educated us
sufficiently about the community’s perspective to
allow us to craft what we can all consider to be,
“Our Plan.”
It is our turn, it is our time to provide 21st
century facilities to our students and
communities!

This winter, to help residents
stay fit in a safe and warm
environment, the Parma City
School District is starting a
Community Walking program.
This program invites residents
of Parma, Parma Heights and
Seven Hills to walk in the three
PCSD high school buildings two
nights a week, through midApril.

The PCSD Community Walking
program will be available to all
residents at all three high schools,
including at Parma Senior High
School.

“The schools belong to the
community so why can’t the
community take advantage of
that,” William Greene, Chief Operating Officer for the PCSD explained.
“It shouldn’t have to be a payment every month to a workout place,
when residents can come and walk the halls in warm environment over
the winter and not have to pay anything for it.”
On Mondays and Thursdays only, from 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM, residents are
invited to walk in any PCSD high school building as part of the
Community Walking program. Walkers are required to enter through
designated entrances and sign in when arriving at the school.
At Normandy High School, walkers are asked to enter through the
front, main entrance of the building.
See Community Walking on page 3

Parma High Winter Coat Drive
begins this week; Dec. 10 Board of
Education Work Session meeting
moved to PSH Little Theater
• The Parma Senior High School Athletic Department with the
help of student-athlete leadership group members, the "AthLeaders", is conducting a winter coat drive the week of 12/9
at all home games. They will be collecting new/used, but in
good condition, coats, hats, gloves and socks (new only
please) that will be donated to Varsity Coats for Needy Folks.
For more information, visit www.parmacityschools.org.
• The location of the Parma City School District Board of
Education Work Session meeting scheduled for tomorrow,
December 10, 2019 has been changed. The meeting will now
be held in the Parma Senior High School Little Theater, 6285
West 54th Street.
The start time of the meeting remains unchanged. The
meeting will begin at 6:00 PM.
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What’s Up?
• Monday December 9:
• Greenbriar/Valley Forge Grades 7-12
Choir Concert at Valley Forge, 7:00 PM
• Shiloh Middle School Grade 5 & 6 Choir
Concert at Parma Senior High, 7:00 PM
• Tuesday December 10:
• PCSD Board of Education Work Session
Meeting at PSH Little Theater, 6:00 PM
• Normandy High School Grades 9-12
Band/Orchestra Concert, 7:00 PM
• Wednesday December 11:
• Parma Senior High/Shiloh Middle School
Grades 7-12 Orchestra Concert, 7:00 PM
at Parma Senior High
• Thursday December 12:
• Normandy High School Grades 9-12
Choir Concert, 7:00 PM
• Parma Senior High Grades 9-12 Choral
Concert, 7:00 PM
• Monday December 16:
• John Muir Elementary School PTA
Meeting, 12:30 PM
• Dentzler Elementary School PTA
Meeting, 6:30 PM
• John Muir Elementary School PTA
Meeting at Parma-Snow Library, 7:00 PM
• Parma Senior High/Shiloh Middle School
Grades 7-12 Band Concert at Parma
Senior High, 7:00 PM
• Hillside Middle School Band Concert at
Normandy High School, 7:00 PM
• Tuesday December 17:
• Green Valley Elementary School Winter
Concert at Normandy, 7:00 PM
• Wednesday December 18:
• PCSD Board of Education Regular
Meeting, 6:00 PM
• Friday December 20:
• End of Marking Period - NO SCHOOL FOR
STUDENTS - Teacher Inservice Day
• John Muir Elementary School Parent/
Teacher Conferences, 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM
• Monday December 23:
• Winter Recess begins - NO SCHOOL
• Tues. December 24 & Wed. December 25:
• Winter Recess - NO SCHOOL - Central
Office Closed

Want to find out what’s up on your
school’s calendar?
Visit:
www.parmacityschools.org/calendar

Stuff Mrs. Armstrong’s Office
annual gift giving drive
returns to Parma Senior High
For the third year in a row,
Parma Senior High School’s
Girl Power is collecting toys
for students and families in
need this holiday season.
“Stuff Mrs. Armstrong’s
Office” has become an annual
tradition at the school, and
Guidance Counselor Marian
Armstrong said the support
for the toy drive over the past
few years has been
overwhelming and extremely
generous.
This year, the school is
partnering with Thoreau Park
Elementary School and will be
donating all toys and gifts
collected to families at
Thoreau Park.

Last year, members of Parma
Senior High School’s Girl Power
group helped organize “Stuff Mrs.
Armstrong’s Office” to benefit
students and families during the
holiday season. This year the
tradition continues at the school.

“What we are trying to do is
give as many kids and as
many families a really special Christmas,” Armstrong expressed. “I
think there are almost 400 students at Thoreau Park, so if we could
collect something for every child for Christmas, that would be
amazing.”
Mikael Price, PCSD’s Administrative Specialist of Community and
Family Connections, is helping with the efforts, as well. Armstrong
See Mrs. Armstrong’s Office on page 4

Valley Forge High School
raises $2,200 for local families
with Project Santa
Valley Forge High School
students and staff raised
$2,200 for Project Santa,
which directly supports
families in need at the school
this holiday season.
There were two events
sponsored by the VF Senior
Advisory Board to raise
money for the cause.
First was homeroom wars
where the homeroom with
the highest donation
received breakfast. Kim
Weber’s Visual
Communication Career Tech
program raised the most
with a donation of $75.
Second was a staff vs. student
volleyball game. About 450 students attended the game to watch
staff take on the senior class. Proceeds from ticket sales benefited
Project Santa.
"We spend a lot of time at school focusing on the seniors, so it was
really fulfilling for us to put together an event that helps our fellow
Patriots," Valley Forge Senior Victoria Perevosnik shared.
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ICYMI @ PCSD:
Last Week on Parma
Schools Social Media
Like us on Facebook at:
facebook.com/parmaschools
Follow and tag us on Twitter:
@parmaschools
Follow us on Instagram:
@parmaschools

Community Walking from page 1

At Parma Senior High School, residents are required to enter through
the doors by the back bus loop, near the student parking lot off of
Longwood Avenue.
At Valley Forge High School, residents are required to enter near the
auditorium entrance, located near the parking lot at the corner of
York Road and Independence Blvd.
Residents must also wear lanyards provided by the PCSD when
walking around in the building, and must sign out once completed.
Children under 12 years old must be accompanied by an adult. In
addition, there will be no Community Walking program when school
is not in session for any reason, including breaks and calamity days.
Each building has a designated walking path, marked by arrows on
the floor. Walkers are required to stay on the path at all times in the
building.
“Each building is different in how many trips make up a mile,” Greene
said. “Normandy is 6.7 times around is a mile. Valley Forge is 6.1
times around and Parma Senior is 5.9.”
Greene also explained that the PCSD is currently working to develop
a community swimming program as well. One program, created in
conjunction with the City of Parma Heights Recreation Department,
has already started at Valley Forge High School. That program is
currently open only to Parma Heights residents.
Other programs should come online this winter for residents in
Parma and Seven Hills, and information will be provided by the PCSD
once it does.
For more information about both programs, visit the PCSD website at
www.parmacityschools.org/community or call 440-885-8382.

Valley Forge continues to
honor local heroes with
Vietnam War Memorial
Valley Forge High School
History Club is working to
make additions to the
Vietnam War Memorial in
front of the school.
After two years of
fundraising, planning and
hard work, the memorial
came to fruition and
dedicated in May 2019. The
memorial honors and
remembers 15 alumni who
died during the Vietnam
War.

In May, Valley Forge High School

“The members of history
unveiled a new Vietnam War
club realize it is now their
Memorial in the front of the
responsibility to care for
building. Students and staff continue
and maintain the site
around the memorial,”
to fundraise to further enhance the
explained Amy Byrne,
memorial and area of the school
history teacher and history property.
club advisor at Valley Forge.
“Because it is difficult to
maintain and care for plants, we began brainstorming ideas for
permanent additions to the space that require less care. We also
wanted to make sure these additions would have some meaning.”
Some of the ideas and possible additions to the site include:
• Flag poles - POW/MIA and military flags can always be flown at the
site
See Valley Forge on page 4
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Mrs. Armstrong’s Office from page 2

shared that he received a generous donation
from someone that will go toward the toy drive.
The plan is to select a different elementary
school each year that will be the beneficiary of
“Stuff Mrs. Armstrong’s Office”.
“Girl Power is all about giving back,” Armstrong
shared about the female leadership and
empowerment group at the school. “Leadership
is helping others, so this is really our big
community service project for the year. This is
what it’s all about.”
“I’m just so impressed every year,” she added.
“Our kids are awesome. They help sort and
organize everything. The staff, students and
community are just so supportive and giving.”
The group is looking for donations of age
appropriate toys and gifts for children in grades
K – 4.
Anyone is welcome to drop of donations at Parma
Senior High School. The collection will end on
Friday, December 13, 2019. Thank you for your
support!
Valley Forge from page 2

• Additional memorials - such as one that honors
Vietnam veterans who have suffered and/or
died from exposure to Agent Orange, a chemical
defoliant used during the war
• Memorial walkway - Students, staff and
community have an opportunity to honor other
serviceman in a personal yet public way
“We want to ensure that the space continues to
look aesthetically pleasing for many years to
come,” Byrne shared. “We consider this a space of
honor that should always be maintained as part
of respecting the service and sacrifice of those
memorialized there.”
To begin making these possible additions a
reality, the group has been collecting donations
from students and staff during lunch periods.
History Club also held “2nd Period Challenge,” on
November 8, just before Veterans Day. The
challenge was to collect $15 or more in each
second period class. $15 represented the 15
alumni who made the ultimate sacrifice serving
our country. Classes who raised $15 or more
were entered into a drawing to win donuts for
their class.
“Our Veterans Day collection yielded about $270,”
Byrne expressed. “We are planning other
fundraisers such as a Malley's candy bar sale and
a History Club night at a local restaurant.”
The club is also taking donations from any
organizations, businesses, or community
members who would like to support the cause.
Please contact Byrne at
byrnea@parmacityschools.org.
“This is an important project for the school
because we would like to continue to honor the
alumni that died during the Vietnam War,” Byrne
shared. “It also brings our school community
together in an important partnership with our
alumni and local veterans’ groups.”

Normandy supports local
veterans with Wags 4 Warriors
partnership
by Carrie McCarthy
Social Studies Department
Normandy High School

On Veterans Day, the non-profit
organization Wags 4 Warriors
visited Normandy High School as
part of the school’s recognition
to local heroes.
Wags 4 Warriors is a local
nonprofit organization based in
Northeast Ohio. Co-founded by
Frank and Jen DeLorenzo, Wags
4 Warriors was started to help
service men and women that
have been affected by their
combat experience.
Wags 4 Warriors works with local
animal rescue organizations to
match a veteran with an
appropriate, potential service
dog. In addition, Wags 4 Warriors
provides all of the training and
support for the dog to become the
veteran’s service dog, at no cost to
the veteran. The service dogs are
trained for various tasks to help
the veteran get through the day.

During Veterans Day,
Normandy High School invited
Wags 4 Warriors into the
school to speak with students.
The presentation had such a
positive impact for staff and
students, the school continues
to help this local organization
connect veterans with service
dogs. Photo by Marc Kirby.

Veterans may be eligible for a
Service Connection if they have Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder, a
traumatic brain injury or other service-connected disabilities.
After the inspirational message provided by Wags 4 Warriors on
Veterans Day, many Normandy students and staff wanted to
further assist this important organization. Students and staff were
given the opportunity to go to the Wags 4 Warriors headquarters in
Brecksville to help create large a American flag that will be given to
a local veteran at the Wags 4 Warriors holiday party.
“It's great to see both teachers and students volunteer a few hours of
their week to veterans who gave months or years of their lives
fighting for our country,” explained Stephanie Papp, mathematics
teacher at Normandy.
“The Wags 4 Warriors flag project was a hands-on, team-building
activity for our veterans,” said Julia Urban, a sophomore at
Normandy. “We sanded, stapled, and stained wood to design a
beautiful American flag that will be given to veterans at the Wags
Christmas party.”
“The opportunity also allowed students to get involved with the
community and specifically honor our veterans,” added Eliza
Mrugacz, also a sophomore.
Students also volunteered to wrap holiday presents and create a triboard that highlighted the services of Wags 4 Warriors. In return,
Wags 4 Warriors generously gave each volunteer participant a tshirt.
Donations and more information can be found at the Wags 4
Warriors website https://www.wags4warriors.org/Support.html

“The site has drawn many visitors since it was
dedicated last May,” she added. “The additions to
the space will continue to make the site a popular
spot for local veterans and alumni.”
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