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A message from
Superintendent
Charles Smialek, Ph.D.
We hope that you are
enjoying a positive start to
your summer!
Despite the onset of our
summer months, we are
still working toward our
goal of increasing
transparency throughout
our communities. To help
us achieve this end, we will
again hold summer Town
Hall Meetings. At these, we
will update you on our
achievement indicators to
the extent we will have information from the
Ohio Department of Education. We will also
respond to questions that you have about our
schools and district. This is the schedule of
meetings this summer:
• Wednesday, July 17: Town Hall at
Parma Branch Library (Powers) 6:30 PM
• Saturday, July 27: Town Hall at
Parma Heights Branch Library, 10:00 AM
Then, we also invite you to join us next fall as we
resume our Master Planning for Strategic
Consolidation meetings. This spring allowed us
to introduce the parameters of our efforts and
listen to the feedback of the hundreds of
participants who came to learn and share their
perspectives.
We have also collected over 400 responses to
our online survey and are in the process of
collating these. We will post the summaries of all
results on our website this summer.
In the fall, we will present to you specific options
for the “right sizing” of our facility portfolio.
Please make note of this schedule and plan to
attend a session that is convenient to you.
• Tuesday, September 3, 6:30 PM:
Green Valley Elementary
• Monday, September 16, 6:30 PM:
Pleasant Valley Elementary
• Monday, September 30, 6:30 PM:
Thoreau Park Elementary

PCSD students build more than
just a robot with Team 6355
“Robots Over Parma”
This past March, students
from the Parma City School
District showcased their
mechatronic talents at the
FIRST Robotics Competition
held at the Cleveland State
University Wolstein Center.
In partnership with coach
Diane Sadowski, a design
engineer and owner of
FirstFuelCells.com, along
with sponsorships from
NASA Glenn Research
Center, Parker Hannifin
Corporation, Progressive
Insurance and the PCSD, 14
students from all three high
schools had the opportunity
to compete on “Team 6355
Robots Over Parma”,
designing and building a
competition robot.

Members of Team 6355, “Robots Over
Parma” are recognized at the May 9
Board of Education meeting. The team
worked this year to design, build and
then compete at the FIRST Robotics
competition in March.

FIRST (For Inspiration and
Recognition of Science and Technology) is a worldwide robotic
competition that challenges high school students to take their STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) skills to the next level.
This was the second year for PCSD students to participate in this
competition, and the third year overall for Team 6355.
According to their website, this year’s FIRST competition featured
3,790 teams, with 95,000 students in grades 9-12 participating. The
FIRST scholarship program distributed over $80 million in college
scholarships, with over 2,000 individual scholarship opportunities.
Over 615,000 students in 100 plus countries have participated in
See Robots Over Parma on page 3

Superintendent Town Hall
Meetings this summer; PCSD
Opening Kick-Off August 17
• In an effort to increase communication among families,
staff and the community, Parma City School District
Superintendent Charles Smialek, Ph. D. will be hosting two
Town Hall Meetings this summer.

• Monday, October 14, 6:30 PM:
Greenbriar Middle School

The first meeting will be held at the Parma Branch Library,
6996 Powers Blvd. in Parma on Wednesday, July 17 from
6:30 PM - 8:00 PM. The second meeting will be held at the
Parma Heights Branch Library, 6206 Pearl Road in Parma
Heights on Saturday, July 27 from 10:00 AM-11:30 AM. All
are welcomed to attend both meetings.

• Monday, October 28, 6:30 PM:
Hillside Middle School

For more information: www.parmacityschools.org/
superintendent

• Saturday, October 5, 10:00 AM:
Parma Heights Branch Library

• Monday, November 4, 6:30 PM:
Shiloh Middle School
• Saturday, November 9, 10:00 AM:
Parma-Snow Branch Library
See Superintendent on page 6

• Don’t forget! The Parma City School District will be holding
the 2019 Opening Kick-Off event at Byers Field on Saturday,
August 17, beginning at 10:00 AM. The event features
information, fun, games, music, food trucks and more - and
is a great family event for everyone in the community.
For more information: www.parmacityschools.org/kickoff
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What’s Up?
• Monday June 10:
• PCSD Summer Food Service Program
begins at Dentzler Elementary, John
Muir Elementary and Greenbriar Middle
School: Every Monday-Friday through
August 2 - check
www.parmacityschools.org for updated
information
• Tuesday June 11:
• PCSD Summer Food Service Program
begins at Shiloh Middle School: Every
Monday-Friday through August 2 - check
www.parmacityschools.org for updated
information
• Friday June 14:
• Fun Fridays at Greenbriar Middle School,
11:30 AM - 1:00 PM, every Friday
through August 2, 2019
• Thursday June 20:
• National PTA Convention in Columbus,
through Sunday, June 23
• Thursday June 27:
• PCSD Board of Education Regular
Meeting, 7:00 PM
• Thursday July 4:
• Independence Day - Central Office Closed
• Wednesday July 17:
• Superintendent Town Hall Meeting at
Parma Branch Library (Powers Blvd.),
6:30 PM
• Thursday July 18:
• PCSD Board of Education Regular
Meeting, 7:00 PM
• Saturday July 27:
• Superintendent Town Hall Meeting at
Parma Heights Branch Library, 10:00 AM
• Thursday August 8:
• PCSD Board of Education Regular
Meeting, 7:00 PM
• Saturday August 17:
• PCSD Opening Kick-Off at Byers Field,
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
• Monday August 19:
• Teacher Report Day - NO STUDENTS
• Wednesday August 21:
• First Day of School for Students
• Thursday August 22:
• PCSD Regular Board of Education
Meeting, 7:00 PM

Want to find out what’s up on your
school’s calendar?
Visit:
www.parmacityschools.org/calendar

Normandy Choir students
experience big city life, culture
with visit to New York in April
by Erin Stocks
English Department,
Normandy High School

During Spring Break,
Normandy High School
choir students had the
opportunity to visit New
York City. Under the
supervision of choir
director, Sarah Shonk,
students spent four days
touring the city and
performing.
This experience allowed
students to explore a
variety of music, art and
literature standards.

Normandy High School’s choir
performs at The Cathedral of St. John
the Divine in New York City during
spring break. The group is under the
direction of Sarah Shonk.

While in the city, students
performed at The
Cathedral of St. John the
Divine, attended “Phantom
of the Opera” on Broadway, and took a private tour of the MOMA,
the acclaimed Museum of Modern Art.

See Normandy Choir on page 6

Medical Professions provides
students with real-world
experiences and opportunities
by Ana Vuvunikyan
11th Grade,
Normandy High School

The Parma City School
District offers a variety of
Career and Tech programs,
which allow students to
take related certificate
tests at the end of the
course. However, there are
more benefits to such
programs than being able
to take a test.
Medical Professions teacher Terri
Take the Medical
Professions program,
located at Normandy High
School, for example.

Morgan, center, is one of four teachers
that students can learn from in the
program. Students in Medical
Professions have the ability to learn in
a wide variety of medical areas.

Medical Professions is
available to students from
throughout the PCSD and offers four different programs students
can pick from, taught by four different teachers. The first year is set
in rotations, where one class travels from teacher to teacher,
spending a few weeks studying a particular human body system.
“There are multiple benefits to obtaining an STNA (State Tested
Nursing Assistant) certification through the Medical Professions
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ICYMI @ PCSD:
Last Week on Parma
Schools Social Media
Like us on Facebook at:
facebook.com/parmaschools
Follow and tag us on Twitter:
@parmaschools
Follow us on Instagram:
@parmaschools

Robots Over Parma from page 1

FIRST competitions since
1989.
“FIRST Robotics is a
worldwide competition, and
the Ohio Buckeye Regional,
is only one regional out of
many regionals across the
world,” Sadowski said of the
competition. “This team this year, we added so many
people, they were mostly all
rookies, except for a couple
of them. So, they were
pretty much starting from
scratch. We did about two
months of pre-training with
them starting in October in
preparation of January 5,
the Ohio FIRST Buckeye
Regional Kickoff at Tri-C
Metro, downtown.”

Team 6355’s robot, nicknamed
“Diane”, could pick up a variety of
objects like rubber balls and discs,
and place them high up into rocket
ships. These tasks were part of the
“Destination: Deep Space” challenge
presented at the FIRST Robotics
Buckeye Regional Competition held in
March at the CSU Wolstein Center.

FIRST competitions are not
some “BattleBots” style
competition where teams
destroy each other’s robots.
Instead, FIRST Robotics
proposes a challenge for
teams to complete in a certain amount of time.

In 2019, the theme was “Destination: Deep Space”, where teams had
to complete a number of tasks, such as depositing “cargo” into a
rocket ship. Presenting even more challenges for teams was having
limited visibility times with their robot, and working in alliance with
other teams to achieve goals and frustrate opposing teams.
The FIRST competition does more than enhance STEM skills,
specifically in the area of mechatronic engineering. The competition
helps students gain workforce development skills such as
communication, conflict resolution, time management and problemsolving.
For Sadowski and the many mentors who helped Team 6355, one
challenge is figuring out where to best place students.
“You really have to get to know your kids,” Sadowski explained.
“Building up a mechatronics team, where can we put them within
this group? It takes this whole team to do this. There is
programming, coding, electronics, 3-D modeling. And some of the
best kids, their parents taught them how to build and fix things.”
For Tyler Tokarcik, a senior at Parma High, building, fixing and
engineering things has always been a family affair. Tokarcik, an
assistant coach on the team and mechanical lead, enjoyed the
experience and challenges that Team 6355 brought to him.
“The most enjoyable part was watching the robot run for the first
time,” Tokarcik expressed. “Watching it move and watching each
function run properly was definitely the most enjoyable.”
With all the support given to team from the various sponsors and
mentors, students had many opportunities to network and interact
with new technologies and tools not typically available to them in
school or at home.
“Usually when I build stuff at home, I don’t have all the resources
that I need, so I just figure it out and go with it,” Tokarcik expressed.
“Here we had all the resources we need and anything we needed to
build the robot. It was just really cool and awesome to have whatever
we needed to to make our design come to life instead of altering the
design around what you had.”
At the 2019 Buckeye Regional, Team 6355 finished 28th, the best
finish since Robots Over Parma debuted in 2017. In addition, all eight
seniors on the team graduating this year will be attending college to
study some kind of engineering. Tokarcik will be attending Cleveland
State University to study Mechanical Engineering Technology.
“It’s kind of like a family more than a club,” Sadowski said.
“Everybody doing this is going to stay connected to it. They’ll come
back and let us know in college what they are working on. And it’s
always good for me to understand if we aligned them right or not,
because they will go far if they are in the right place.”
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In-Demand Jobs Week provides
critical networking, etiquette
and communication skills
Do you know how to
make an impactful first
impression in seven
seconds? What about the
proper etiquette at a
business dinner?

Normandy’s Jerry
DesForges makes
positive, lasting
impressions for students
by Natalie Chmura
11th Grade,
Normandy High School

Jerry DesForges’ service to Normandy High
School’s wrestling team was impressive this past
year. However, his service and leadership in the
school lead to him to win the PEA (Parma
Education Association) Educator of the Year
award in 2019.

These important skills
and other career topics
were discussed at the In
Demand Skills for In
Demand Jobs session
held at each high school
this May.
Each session was
presented by Gear Up,
Renowned etiquette expert Dick Blake
CBS (Community,
teaches students how to properly
Business, School)
introduce themselves and make a
Connects and Parma City
School District Career and positive impression as part of InTechnical Education in
Demand Jobs Weeks.
collaboration with
Effective Leadership
Academy (ELA). The program was open to any student in grades 8 –
12 at Normandy, Parma Senior and Valley Forge high schools. Only
the first 40 students to sign up per building could attend the
afterschool event.
“In Demand Jobs Week is May 6 through 10, and really it’s just to
help promote in-demand jobs,” shared Chuck Caldwell, CBS Connects
Coordinator. “We already do a lot to expose students to a number of
opportunities, like field trips, mentor luncheons and career
speakers, so we decided to do something a little different and
promote the in-demand skills that they would need to be successful
in their career.”
Each building held the same presentation, which broken into two
parts. The first part from ELA discussed collaboration, critical
thinking and communication skills. The second part focused on
dinner etiquette, with a lesson from Dick Blake School of Etiquette
and a catered meal from Stancato’s.
“ELA taught the students about networking, selling yourself and
preparing an elevator speech to make a first impression,” Caldwell
explained. “The etiquette coach talked more about business dinners
and how to properly present yourself to be successful at important
dinners.”
The program was funded through the Community Connectors grant
as well as funding from Gear Up Parma.
Caldwell said they have been doing a lot in CBS Connects to get
students thinking about careers and college after high school, but not
so much on the interpersonal skills needed to be successful. He saw a
need to have students learn this new skill set.
“We had several activities and opportunities throughout the year to
show students business and career ideas, so we wanted to have more
training on soft skills that they really don’t get to experience,” he
expressed. “These sessions provided the chance to learn something
new and hopefully students will start thinking about these skills. I
don’t think kids understand the importance of being able to promote
themselves and express themselves professionally. I think it's
beneficial to get this perspective from new voices and different
people.”
Students intently watched the etiquette presentation at the sessions,
Caldwell added, which provided different and interesting information
they have not experienced. The ELA portion of the event was very
interactive, which students enjoyed as well.
“Hopefully we can continue to offer this moving forward into next
school year,” he said. “As with everything we do, we like to start
small and try to grow it as much as possible. I’d love to see it built
into the school day, so more kids can be exposed to it.”

(L-R): Normandy High School Principal Rachel
Urban, Jerry DesForges and Sue Messinger are
all smiles as DesForges was named 2019 PEA
Educator of the Year in May.

DesForges has been a teacher at Normandy High
School for the past seven years, and in 2019, he
will begin his tenure as the school’s Athletic
Director, replacing Don Sparks.
“It's just a huge honor and a feather in my cap that
allows me to keep doing what I'm doing,”
DesForged explained. “The (PEA) award gives
recognition to us teachers, that it is worth it. We
might not feel it sometimes, and it's nice to get
that recognition.”
DesForges states that he takes a more personal
approach to teaching, focusing on the connection
and possible impact teachers have on a student’s
life.
“Everyone has bad days, and knowing that, I don't
hold grudges,” DesForges said. “Someone might
be mad at me the day before, or I might be mad at
someone, but the next day it's a new day. Just
being there to listen, making connections, and
being able to talk to the students helps.”
It is this approach that has won him the respect
of students, parents, peers, and administrators in
the district, like Normandy’s Deputy Principal,
Yolanda Pettiegrew.
“He is a nice guy, he’s done a lot for kids,”
Pettigrew added. “He works hand in hand with
administration as well as with students who need
additional support in the classroom. He also took
the time to train the wrestlers to assure they
grew throughout the season.”
See DesForges on page 6
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Parma Senior High’s
Bill Jeckel making a
difference for students
after 30 years
by Maria Tripodis
11th Grade,
Parma Senior High School

William Jeckel, a legend around the halls of Parma
Senior High school, is retiring after this school
year ends.
After teaching for over 30 years, Jeckel’s
teaching career is coming to a close, or at least for
now.

Medical Professions from page 2

program,” Melanie O’Callahan, one of the Medical Professions
teachers explained. “Students are able to start working as soon as
they complete the program in a variety of healthcare settings. For
some, this will be their career. For many, this will be a stepping
stone to lead to a Nursing or Physician Assistant career.”
In order to join the STNA program their senior year, students must
first shadow an STNA for 20 hours. O’Callahan clearly presents
students with an opportunity to finish the required hours within the
first month of school, and even offers students help to find a facility
to shadow an employee.
Overall, O’Callahan encourages students to pursue medicine,
especially the STNA program, by talking about the most important
reason for joining the medical workforce.
“The best benefit from being an STNA is the feeling you get when you
know you have helped someone who is not feeling well and made a
difference in their day, maybe their life," O’Callahan expressed.
In the second quarter, all interested students are welcomed into
Health Occupations Students of America (HOSA) and are signed up
to become full members. This allows them to enter competitions
related to HOSA, with plenty of categories to compete in, in a variety
of creatives ways. From creating a poster, to handing in an essay,
giving a speech or taking a knowledge test, there are many ways for
a student to show what they know.
Kali Spooner, the Medical teacher running the Medical Assisting
program, told her students about HOSA and the overall mood of the
competition.
“I attended HOSA International Leadership Conference (ILC) at
Disney with a student two years ago, and he placed third in
Biomedical Laboratory Science,” Spooner expressed. “It was a
remarkable experience to get to talk with and see so many
competitors who were so gifted and passionate about the medical
field.”

Parma Senior High School science teacher Bill
Jeckel is retiring after 30 years of teaching. He
is also a graduate of the school, Class of 1978.

In addition, the Medical Professions teachers often advocate for
students seeking to work in the field. Recently, students were told
about an internship based in Cleveland Clinic Hospitals. Students
were able to receive advice and tips on writing a cover letter, as well
as navigating the internship website to find which internship
worked best for them.

He has taught physics, AP physics and
engineering physics at Parma for 25 years. Before
that, he taught at Normandy High School for two
years and Shaw High School in East Cleveland for
six years.

“In Medical, we strive to expose our students to the most current
real-world information we can,” Sara Boone, Medical Professions
teacher explained. “On top of extensive career exploration during
their junior year, we also provide our students with a field trip to the
medical examiner’s office and a morgue, with people from the
industry.”

In 1978 when Jeckel graduated from Parma
Senior High, he had not intended on becoming a
science major.

Many students applied for and were accepted to a variety of
different internship opportunities this year, securing a summer job
in the field.

“I thought I wanted to go into photography,”
Jeckel shared. “I soon realized I hated the
printing process, which was the majority of the
job.”

Having support and help of teachers who worked in a medical field
helps students realize a lot about their desired profession while
learning about themselves.

After taking a physical geology class, Jeckel
traded in his camera for rocks, and transferred
from Cuyahoga Community College to Kent State
University.
Going into such a narrow field, he did not know
what to expect after graduation.
“I got my degree in physical geology. The job
market was flat for geologists, so I took the
classes I needed to get my education certification.
That is how I became a teacher,” Jeckel explained.
“I never thought I’d be a science teacher until my
senior year of college, never had any clue.”
Jeckel teaches an array of science classes,
implementing his own flair when teaching. With
physics being one of the more difficult courses
available, making jokes and laughing with
students is quite beneficial.

“Senior year, students and teachers work collaboratively to set the
classroom direction and instruction that covers the students'
interests,” Terri Morgan, Medical Professions teacher explained.
For example, Morgan’s course offers a flexible schedule, with
different learning styles based on student’s comfort. This helps
mimic the more communicable college environment and medical
work environment, bringing an advantage to those who plan on
working at such a pace.
Overall, all four teachers encourage students to gain more
experience and learn more about the industry. The opportunity to
immerse students into the field helps them decide on their future
medical career and creates a way for students to gain real-life
benefits.
Even if students choose not to enroll in Medical Professions their
senior year, the knowledge gained in classes can carry through and
be used outside of class, benefitting students throughout their entire
life.

See Jeckel on page 6
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DesForges from page 4

Superintendent from page 1

• Monday, November 18, 6:30 PM:
Valley Forge High School
• Monday, December 2, 6:30 PM:
Parma Senior High School
• Monday, December 9, 6:30 PM:
Normandy High School
• Saturday, December 14, 10:00 AM:
Parma Branch Library (Powers Blvd.)
We aim to have a consensus plan by the end of
2019. Then, we will campaign for a bond issue in
2020 that will combine with money from the
Ohio Facilities Construction Commission to fund
the construction new schools.
It is, indeed, an exciting time to be a part of our
school district and we invite you to participate as
often as you can in this process that will shape
our communities’ future for generations to come!
Have a great summer!
Charlie

During the wrestling
season, DesForges
helped the team honor
their beloved
student manager, Cade
Merrick. For his
dedication and support
of the team, Merrick
received a varsity
letterman’s jacket at the
end of the season.
“Cade’s been our team
manager for two years
now, comes to practice
once or twice a week
and helps do some
managerial stuff at
practice,” DesForges
explained. “He comes to
all of our home meets,
and participates with
the team and cheers us
on. We got together and
decided to give him a
varsity letter jacket.”

Normandy’s wrestling team presents
junior Cade Merrick with a varsity
letter jacket for his support and
dedication to the team during the year.
Besides being their biggest fan, Merrick
also served as a student manager.

The idea to give Merrick the varsity letter jacket was supported by
the entire team.
Jeckel from page 5

“Physics is a tough time,” he expressed. “If you
have somebody that is staunch and stuffy, you’re
not going to have fun learning. I joke around with
students and they joke around with me. It keeps
the class lighter.”
When discussing AP physics, he shared that
students sometimes struggle in the beginning, but
he always keeps encouraging them.

“I sat down with Matt Grzybowski and Gaige McMullen and we
bounced some ideas around,” DesForges continued to explain. “We
decided that idea was what we were going to approach the team with.
People paid what they could, and I had a steady stream for like a
week or two of people bringing money in. So, we bought the jacket
and presented it to him during his lunch period.”
As for the upcoming wrestling seasons and going into next
year, DesForges is “excited to watch them go through their other
sports and grow as individuals.”
Great job, Mr. DesForges!

“Before the first quarter ends, I always have a few
students that want to drop the class,” he
described. “I tell them no. This class does get
easier over the course of the year.”

Normandy Choir from page 2

“A lot of my students are smart so they always
have gotten As easily,” Jeckel further added.
“This is the first class to push them, but it’s the
class that will get them ready for college.”

Choir students visited “The Dakota” where John Lennon lived, and
sang “Imagine” and visited Strawberry Fields while walking
through Central Park. Students also visited the World Trade Center
and spent time exploring Rockefeller Center.

Jeckel genuinely enjoys his job and the impact he
can have on his students.

Additionally, they enjoyed a ferry ride to Ellis Island, toured Times
Square, Chinatown, Little Italy, and visited “The Apollo Theater”
music hall, in Harlem.

“Being in the classroom with the students is the
best part,” he shared. “When they find that ‘a-ha’
moment, the lightbulb goes off and they
understand.”
Although Jeckel is officially retiring, he is most
likely returning next school year to teach AP
physics and engineering physics classes.
Jeckel’s passion for science and teaching will
always have an impact on Parma Senior High, one
that won’t be forgotten.

Michael Fetterman, ninth grade student at Normandy, stated that
he was “very impressed with how well put together the field trip
was.”
He particularly appreciated spending time with his friends in
Times Square and that students were given plenty of time to rest
and relax while experiencing spring break in one of the busiest
cities in the world.
This was the second time the choir was able to travel to NYC.
Normandy senior Phoenix Barney was very thankful that she was
able to experience New York City again with Shonk and the rest of
her friends in the choir. She also loved the performance of
“Phantom of the Opera” and taking in the sights of the city.
“There are two highlights most students are still discussing,”
Shonk expressed. “All of our students enjoyed visiting NBC studios
and touring the SNL and Jimmy Fallon sets. The second highlight
was seeing ‘Phantom of the Opera’ professionally performed on
Broadway. Our district is very lucky to have so many great local
theaters that offer exceptional performances, but few shows beat a
live Broadway performance.”
Thanks to Shonk and her planning, the field trip was a great
success and all students enjoyed this valuable educational
experience!
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