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A message from
Superintendent
Charles Smialek, Ph.D.

PTA Scholarship Dinner
celebrates 103 seniors from
the Class of 2019

On May 23, 2019, the
Parma Board of Education
adopted their first fiveyear forecast of 2019,
illustrating a healthier
financial outlook than
recent forecasts have
projected. The new
forecast now calls for
positive general fund
balances through
2023, which, if
maintained, would allow
the district to refrain from
asking voters to approve
new operating money
until 2022.

It wouldn’t be the end of
another successful school
year without the annual
Parma Council of PTAs
Scholarship Dinner.

The following factors have most significantly
contributed to the improved outlook:

The special night this year
was held on May 15, 2019,
at LaVilla Conference and
Banquet Center where 103
students from the Class of
2019 received 123
scholarships totaling
$103,000.

Going strong for 66 years,
this long-standing tradition
in the Parma City School
District celebrates
graduating seniors from
Normandy, Parma Senior
and Valley Forge High
Schools and awards
scholarship dollars to help
students continue their
education.
Valley Forge High School senior

• The $23 million worth of cuts in operating
expenditures between 2016-18, combined
with freezes in compensation for many of our
employee groups have effectively eliminated
the previous gaps between revenue and
expenditures.
• The 2018 reassessment of property values
led to an approximately $1 million increase
in revenue for the district. Ohio House Bill
920 freezes the value of approved levies
(outside millage), but state-determined
inside millage yielded this small change to
our collection.
This improved financial outlook allows the
district to allocate new expenditures to several
initiatives aligned with their overall goals:
Improve Student Achievement
• Elimination of Fee Structure for Athletics
and Selected Extra-Curricular Activities: The
district is eliminating its current athletic fee
structure which can cost families of athletes
up to $900 per year. No district fee will apply
to participation in sports, though there may
still be ancillary costs for camps or unique
activity needs.
Further, the district will not charge students the
cost of their advisorʼs supplemental contract to
participate in the following extra-curricular
activities:
• Elementary Schools: Choir
• Middle Schools: Jazz Band, Pop
Ensemble
• High Schools: Academic Team,
Dramatics, Marching Band
•STEM Expansion: Greenbriar Middle School
will now feature a STEM team in the sixth
grade, an expansion of the districtʼs current
offering in only the fifth grade.

Christina Dang is congratulated by
PCSD Superintendent Charles
Smialek, Ph.D. at the PTA Scholarship
Dinner on May 15. Over $103,000 in
scholarships was awarded to
graduating seniors.

“The Parma Council of PTAs does such an impressive job organizing
this coronation for our seniors,” expressed Parma City School District
Superintendent Charles Smialek, Ph.D. “We are so lucky to have such
generous donors willing to help our graduates take their next steps
toward rewarding lives. It was a great night that really demonstrates
the impressive social fabric of our district."
Students and their families, sponsors, administration and staff
enjoyed a sit-down dinner followed by the presentation of scholarship
awards.
See Scholarship Dinner on page 3

Strategic Consolidation for Master
Planning Survey; Parma Area
Chamber of Commerce Rib ‘n
Rock, June 6-9 at Tri-C West
• We want to hear from you! The Parma City School District
would like your feedback as we continue our Master
Planning for Strategic Consolidation process.
Please take 5-10 minutes to provide your input on what you
would like our buildings and our district to look like in the
future. Click this link to take the survey:
https://forms.gle/9E36bJsUWmtaHhZg9
• The Parma Area Chamber of Commerce presents Rib ‘n
Rock 2019, presented by Cox Communications at Cuyahoga
Community College Western Campus, 11000 Pleasant Valley
Road. Rib ‘n Rock starts Thursday June 6 and runs
through Sunday, June 9.
The event features plenty of fun for the whole family,
including rides and a carnival, not to mention great food.
Visit http://parmaribnrock.com for more information.

See Superintendent on page 5
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What’s Up?
• Monday June 3:
• Camp Invention begins at Pleasant Valley
Elementary through June 7
• Thursday June 6:
• PCSD Board of Education Regular
Meeting at Parma High Little Theater,
7:00 PM
• Parma Area Chamber of Commerce 29th
Annual Rib ‘n Rock at Tri-C Western
Campus through Sunday, June 9
• Monday June 10:
• PCSD Summer Food Service Program
begins at Dentzler Elementary, John
Muir Elementary and Greenbriar Middle
School: Every Monday-Friday through
August 2 - check
www.parmacityschools.org for updated
information
• Tuesday June 11:
• PCSD Summer Food Service Program
begins at Shiloh Middle School: Every
Monday-Friday through August 2 - check
www.parmacityschools.org for updated
information
• Friday June 14:
• Fun Fridays at Greenbriar Middle School,
11:30 AM - 1:00 PM, every Friday
through August 2, 2019
• Thursday June 20:
• National PTA Convention in Columbus,
through Sunday, June 23
• Thursday June 27:
• PCSD Board of Education Regular
Meeting, 7:00 PM
• Thursday July 4:
• Independence Day - Central Office Closed
• Wednesday July 17:
• Superintendent Town Hall Meeting at
Parma Branch Library (Powers Blvd.),
6:30 PM
• Thursday July 18:
• PCSD Board of Education Regular
Meeting, 7:00 PM
• Saturday July 27:
• Superintendent Town Hall Meeting at
Parma Heights Branch Library, 10:00
AM
• Thursday August 8:
• PCSD Board of Education Regular
Meeting, 7:00 PM

Third annual PCSD Opening
Kick-Off scheduled for
August 17 at Byers Field
Save The Date!
The third annual PCSD
Opening Kick-Off will be
held on Saturday, August
17, 2019 at Byers Field
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Join the Parma City School
District as we celebrate the
beginning of another great
school year with fun
events and activities for all
ages! This communitywide event is free and open
to everyone.

The Valley Forge Patriot Marching

“The PCSD Opening KickBand plays during the 2018-2019
Off is a great way to bring
Opening Kick-Off. The 2019-2020
our community together to Kick-Off will be held on Saturday,
see what the Parma
August 17, 2019 at Byers Field.
Schools are all about,”
expressed Dan Rajkovich,
public relations supervisor for the district. “The goal of this event is
for families and community members to have a fun afternoon with
students and staff from the Parma Schools while learning something
new or getting important information about our district.”
Like the past two years, the event will feature high school athletic
teams practicing on the field, marching band performances, and
career and technical education programs on display. Students in
programs like biotechnology, dental technologies, culinary,
cosmetology, welding and visual communications will show the
community first-hand what they have learned.
A resource fair with every PCSD department and school along with
community organizations will be available for the public to visit,
gather information and get any questions answered.
There will also be meet and greet sessions with administrators and
board members as well as games, activities, giveaways and prizes
for all attendees. Local food trucks will be stopping by serving up
their specialties and WBWC 88.3 FM The Sting, Baldwin Wallace’s
radio station, is scheduled to DJ the event.
PCSD Opening Kick-Off will also have a Drive 4 UR School fundraiser
hosted by Bob Gillingham Ford and The Parma City Schools
Foundation, Inc.
Anyone over the age of 21 can test drive a new car and every test
drive will donate money back to the school or school program of the
driver’s choice!
Last year, this unique fundraiser brought in almost $5,000 for the
schools and the Parma City School Foundation, directly supporting
teachers and students throughout the district.
“This event keeps growing, and we hope it will be even bigger and
better this year,” Rajkovich added. “We look forward to welcoming
everyone back to the Parma City Schools this August.”
Be sure to check our website for the latest details about the PCSD
Opening Kick Off, including schedule of events and exciting
announcements! Visit www.parmacityschools.org/kickoff to learn
more.

Want to find out what’s up on your
school’s calendar?
Visit:
www.parmacityschools.org/calendar
Visit our website: www.parmacityschools.org/monitor
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ICYMI @ PCSD:
Last Week on Parma
Schools Social Media
Like us on Facebook at:
facebook.com/parmaschools
Follow and tag us on Twitter:
@parmaschools
Follow us on Instagram:
@parmaschools

Scholarship Dinner from page 1

Students received a
small award for their
accomplishments.
Scholarship sponsors
also read each student’s
name, what scholarship
they received, how much
they won, the school they
will be attending in the
fall, and what they plan
to study.
Parma’s Codie Moro
received three
scholarships, the Parma
City Schools Foundation
Scholarship for $1,000,
the Parma Senior High
School Class of 1963 Sue
Snyder Roberts
Scholarship for $500 and
the Parma Senior High
School Senior Class
Grant for $500, totaling
$2,000.
“It feels relieving in the
sense that I know all my
hard work in high school
has paid off,” she
expressed. “All the
activities and
extracurriculars from
high school were worth
Riley Jackson, top, from Parma Senior
something more than
High and Maksym Makar, bottom, from
just saying I was a part of Normandy High School, both received
it.”
scholarships. 103 seniors from

throughout the PCSD were awarded
Moro will be attending
Kent State University in
scholarships this year.
the fall. She is undecided
but said she is leaning
toward majoring in biology.

“I think this event is really cool because they are not just handing
out scholarships but also recognizing us in a ceremony setting. It’s
nice of them to do that,” Moro shared. “They really emphasize that
our parents have helped get us to this point and it made me realize
how much of an impact my parents have on my life. They are super
important to me, but at this event, it’s emphasized, and I think
that’s really neat.”
April Higginbotham from Normandy also won a $1,000 scholarship
from the Parma City Schools Foundation and will be attending
Cleveland State University to study biology and pre-med.
“I feel very honored because I worked so hard and to know you can
be rewarded for it is just great,” she shared on being selected for a
scholarship. “It’s a very distinguished event and I like how
important they made it and made us feel. I felt very congratulated.”
Stephanie Spetrino received the Past Gavelers’ Association of Parma
Audrey J. Roth Memorial Scholarship for $1,000 at the event.
“I’m really happy to have received a scholarship. I’m honored and
flattered they picked me,” the Normandy senior shared. “I’m going
to Cleveland State to study general business and I want to run my
own business and be my own boss. I’m excited to go to college.”
Manch Gamache will be attending the University of Toledo to study
construction engineering technology and was very grateful to
receive $1,000 from the Parma City Schools Foundation to help fund
his college.
“It’s nice that everyone is able to be recognized for their efforts and
that past alumni are willing to help us through college because they
have been through it,” the Valley Forge senior expressed.
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Parma High senior brings
excellence to the field and
classroom

Get WISE program
sponsored by General
Motors helps PCSD
students pursue career
in science, engineering

According to senior Ryan
Madison’s speech at the
2019 Parma Senior High
School commencement,
he “bleeds Parma red and
gray” and always has.
“I think I’m going to miss
the overall unity that our
school has,” Madison said
of his time at Parma.
“With there being three
Parma City Schools,
there’s always a little bit
of a rivalry. It’s unique
with us and the rivalry.
We are proud of who we
are, and being proud of
being Redmen. There’s a
lot of school spirit.”

Over his four years at Parma Senior
High School, Ryan Madison earned 12
varsity letters in three different
sports and was also named to 12 Great
Lakes Conference All-Academic teams.

Madison was recently
named the school’s 2019
“Mr. Redmen” award
winner. “Mr. Redmen” is
awarded to one of the top
male student-athletes in
the senior class, for not only their athletic achievements during
their high school career but for embodying the qualities that best
represent the “ideal” Redmen student-athlete.

Over the last four years, he has earned 12 varsity letters in three
sports - football, wrestling and track. He was the only member of
this year’s senior class with this rare achievement. He earned First
Team All-Conference honors in football, Second Team AllConference honors in wrestling and an Honorable Mention in Track
and Field during his high school career.
Besides his accolades “on the field”, “off the field” Madison is just as
impressive. He was named 12 times to the Great Lakes Conference
All-Academic team and was selected by the parents in the Parma
Senior High School All-Booster club as their “Scholar-Athlete of the
Year”. He was elected by his peers as President of the senior class in
2019 and is a member of the National Honor Society (NHS), AthLeaders and Morning Announcements.
Soft-spoken and humble, the co-captain of the football and wrestling
teams and team leader for track and field, brought his unique vision
of leadership, competitiveness and camaraderie to each facet of his
life at the building, especially with Ath-Leaders.
“Not only were we impacting our community by getting out there
and volunteering with people, but it has helped make our teams
better,” Madison expressed. “It helped establish better leadership
strategies and bringing out new leaders within our teams. I think it
did a lot of good.”
Competing in varsity athletics over the last four years certainly
presented Madison with a number of challenges, along with a
number of great memories. One of Madison’s favorite memories was
playing his first varsity snap as a freshman on the football team on
the offensive line.
“I will never forget the first time I got in was against North
Royalton,” Madison reminisced. “I just remember running out there
and hearing the marching band and the cheerleaders and seeing the
student section. I was just trying to take it all in because I knew it
would go by so fast.”
A rare 4 year letter winner in football, he went on to start every
varsity game his sophomore, junior and senior seasons after
recovering from a serious knee injury that ended his freshmen
season early.

Seventh grade girls from Hillside, Shiloh and
Greenbriar Middle Schools visited the GM Metal
Fabrication Division/Parma Metal Center on
May 16, 2019 for the Get WISE program!
This is the second year for the program, which
inspires girls to dream big and pursue a career
in science, engineering and technology.
Get WISE, which stands for Women In Science
and Engineering, had several interactive
activities for students to learn about successful
women in science, as well as the automotive
industry and what work is completed at the GM
facility in Parma.
Girls tested their skills in escape rooms, learned
about sound and noise in a tech challenge,
received a tour of the GM facility, learned about
metal stamping, and much more.
There were prizes, games, and giveaways
throughout the day. Students were able to be on
the production floor as well as sit in a variety of
GM cars and trucks.
Thank you CBS Connects, PCSD Career and
Technical Education, and GM Parma Metal
Center for making this opportunity possible for
our students!

See Parma High on page 6
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Teaching Professions
class trains the next
generation of educators
by Andrew Lozitsky
11th Grade,
Parma Senior High School

Parma High student takes
passion and gift for music to
the next level
Moe Fennell has a
passion for playing
the drums.

With its establishment in 2015, the Parma City
School District Career and Technical Education
Teaching Professions Program has written
numerous success stories and continues to grow
with new students every year.
Presented exclusively for seniors, the Career
Tech program boasts the ability to promptly
employ recent graduate students.
Tami Wozniak-Smith, teaching professions
instructor, shared that anyone can benefit from
participating in the program and taking
advantage of the opportunities presented.

“I’ve been playing
since I was five,” the
recent Parma Senior
High graduate
shared. “I got into
playing the drums
from watching other
people when I was
young.”
Voted most musically
talented his senior
year of high school,
Fennell said paying
the drums makes
him the happiest and
makes his world
happy.
“It’s my passion,”
Fennell expressed. “It
makes me feel very
good.”

Parma senior Moe Fennell plays the
drums during a concert at Brothers
Lounge in Cleveland on April 19. Over 20
Parma High staff members came to the
show to hear him play.

Fennell doesn’t read music, rather plays by ear and can create a
variety of beats based on the type of music he hears.

Students in the Teaching Professions class get in
classroom experience working in a number of
school buildings throughout the PCSD. The oneyear Career and Technical program is available
to PCSD high school seniors.

“It's the biggest bonus of a program like this,”
Wozniak expressed. “The growth that happens,
even if it isn’t to develop perfect teachers, from
the beginning of the year until now, is
exponential.”
A distinct characteristic of the Teaching
Professions Program are the opportunities for
students to explore the field.
“We set up partnerships with elementary, middle
and high schools and other support buildings,”
Wozniak explained. “Students work with both
teachers and kids, observe, create bulletin
boards, grade tests, as well participate in other
engaging activities. Real life experiences give us
an awesome platform to work off of, it couldn't
get more hands on.”

He started out by playing in church followed by school concerts. His
big debut was at Brother’s Lounge in Cleveland, where he played
with a group for an open mic night. None of the members practiced
together before playing together, but Fennell fit in perfectly. His
great aunt got to sing with him, too. It was a night he will never
forget.
“He was so excited to play,” shared Eileen Malloy, Intervention
Specialist at Parma Senior High and Fennell’s teacher. “There were
22 staff members from Parma that showed up to support him.
However, he was waiting for one special person to come, Mr.
Plasterer, and it meant something very special that he was able to
attend.”
Jared Plasterer, choir teacher at Parma Senior High, has been a big
influence in Fennell’s life and has been encouraging him to share his
natural gift of music.
“Moe is so kind, so gentle and so sensitive as a person and as a
musician,” Plasterer shared. “I just enjoy my time with him. He
doesn’t say much, but what he does have to say is meaningful.”
Malloy shared that Fennell has made an impact on many people at
Parma Senior High and is such a good person.
“I’m very, very proud of him,” she expressed. “I have had the
privilege of working with Moe since he was an eighth-grader. It has
made me so proud to watch him grow academically, emotionally,
personally and to share his gift with the world. He has such a
special gift.”

The program is a great way for students to gauge
where their interests lie. Many of the seniors
that take the class solidify their decision to
become teachers, while others find inspiration in
pursuing different educational paths.
Wozniak admits that it may not be the profession
of choice for most people, though the program
remains an excellent way to build your high

See Teaching Professions on page 6
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Parma High from page 4

In wrestling, Madison admits to having many
great memories, including the team’s back-toback GLC championships during the 2016-2017
and 2017-2018 seasons and placing at the
sectional tournament to qualify twice to the
district tournament in the 285lbs. class where
has was often undersized.

Superintendent from page 1

• Math Enrichment: All three high schools will offer a two-period
math class to targeted eighth grade students, providing
additional instruction to those in need of intervention before
beginning Algebra I.
• Administrative Specialist for Workforce Development: This
position will coordinate career readiness activities, including
field trips, mentorships, job shadowing experiences, and
speaker series for our middle and high school students.
Practice Fiscal Responsibility
• The Board of Education also approved a resolution to establish
a budget reserve allocation of $500,000 per year each of the
next four years. This budget reserve will serve as a “rainy day
fund” and is not accessible to the administration unless the
Board affirms the extenuating circumstances that necessitate
its use.
Increase Transparency in our Communities
• The five-year forecast allows the district to clearly outline
future ballot initiatives, all based upon current revenue and
expenditure projections as well as stable state funding.

Senior Ryan Madison tackles the ball carrier
from Cleveland Lincoln West High School.
Madison will be attending Capital University
near Columbus in the fall on a football
scholarship.

However, overcoming the challenges that this
grueling sport brought during his freshman year
certainly stood out.
“The thing I liked about wrestling was how hard
it was,” Madison said. “After I went through and
survived my freshman year I was like ‘I really
did that.’ while recovering from an injury. Just
persevering through all the tough times. The
glory of getting your hand raised at the end of a
match, there is no better feeling.”

• 2020 Renewal of Emergency Levy (Not a new tax, no tax
increase)
• 2020 Bond Issue (To fund consolidation into new schools)
• 2022 Operating Levy (To increase operating revenue for the
first time since 2011)
“We would love to return all of the services and programs that were
cut over the last few years, but thatʼs still not feasible,” PCSD Board
of Education President John Schweitzer, explained. “However, these
moves tonight allow us to give back to our students and families in
as fiscally responsible a manner as possible. Bottom line, our kids
will have more opportunities next year than they did this year, and
that makes tonight a success for all of our district.”
Please click the link below to view the news release regarding the
updated five-year financial forecast:
Updated Five - Year Financial Forecast from the May 23, 2019 Board
of Education Meeting

Next year, Madison will be attending Capital
University, located in Bexley, Ohio. Madison was
attracted to the university for many reasons,
including the location, education and potential
for even more personal growth.

school resume. The 2019 graduating class, all 22 students, received
college credit for their participation.

“The coaches are very invested in making sure
the players are doing the right things on and off
the field,” Madison explained. “They want to
make sure that they are not only becoming better
football players, but better men along the way.”

Wozniak emphasized the importance of spending time in
classrooms and working with the kids when asked about what
advice she'd offer to anyone interested in the field. She said that
although the program is centered around developing future
teachers, the possibilities for growth and refinement are endless.

Teaching Professions from page 5

At Capital, Madison will study Intervention
Education, continuing what he learned in the
Career and Technical Teaching Professions class,
and from his parents Ryan and Rena, both PCSD
teachers.
“With my family, the importance of education
has always been stressed,” Madison said. “It’s
something that I strive for. The thing I’m more
proud of than tying the school varsity letter
record, or doing three sports for four years, is
being able to get the grades that I had throughout
all that time. With groups like NHS and AthLeaders, helping people out and making a
difference in people’s lives is something I want to
take into my career.”
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