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A message from
Superintendent
Charles Smialek, Ph.D.

Every Drop Counts provides
STEM opportunities for PCSD
students

We continue to progress
with our Master Planning
for Strategic Consolidation
process. Last week’s
meeting at Normandy
attracted approximately
75 participants, providing
a sense of energy and
positive momentum that
we hope to sustain. We will
continue to use this forum
to present research about
the impact of new
construction as we work
toward a potential bond
issue in 2020.

Hillside and Greenbriar
Middle School students got a
boost of math and science
after school thanks to the
Every Drop Counts program.
About 50 students in fifth
through seventh grade at
each building attended the
six-week program, which
was generously funded by a
Cox Charities Community
Grant and supported by
MyCom and Ohio
Guidestone.

Michael Conlin and Paul Thompson (2017)
studied the impact of schools constructed in 231
Ohio districts between the years of 1997 and
2011. Their conclusions are, perhaps, the most
significant of those we have presented in this
space. The funding program that enabled these
districts to gain state funding for a share of the
cost of construction is the same that will provide
us with 31% of the total bill for new facilities.
The name of the funding organization has
changed from the Ohio School Facilities
Commission to the Ohio Facilities Construction
Commission.
“The results of our paper suggest that despite
the potential for negative effects during the
construction phase, investments in school
infrastructure yield modest long-term positive
impacts on academic achievement and are
valued positively by the housing market,” Conlin
and Thompson explained in their study. “These
results suggest building aid programs may be
effective at enhancing overall achievement
levels in some districts.”
“Short-term decline (in achievement) is
consistent with the premise that construction
projects are disrupting student learning, due to
construction noise, displacement of students
while buildings are renovated, or issues with
building consolidations,” the authors further
detailed.
However, this short-lived decline is “followed by
long-term positive benefits from cleaner, quieter,
healthier and more productive learning
environments.”
A similar phenomenon occurred when the
authors studied property values in districts
building new schools: a short-term decrease in
housing prices followed by a long-term increase.
The authors attributed the initial decrease to
residents’ frustration with increased taxes that
coincide with the hassle and disruption of
construction.
However, this trend eventually reverses course.
“Once the projects are completed, the positive
benefits of the new capital stock (e.g., increased
See Superintendent on page 4

“This program really focused
on math remediation along
Students at Hillside Middle School
with incorporating STEM
learn about ecology by making
(Science, Technology,
terrariums as part of a closed water
Engineering, Mathematics)
cycle terrariums on April 9. The
principles,” explained Ava
program was funded by a Cox
Yeager, Director of Federal
Programs at Parma City
Charities Community Grant and
School District. “Students
supported by MyCom and Ohio
came twice a week after
Guidestone.
school for two hours. One
hour was spent on math and
another hour was spent doing engaging, hands-on science activities
primarily on water conservation.”
The program also included guest speakers and a community service
project for a well-rounded experience.
“The math part taught us a lot of things that we already learned but it
was a good review,” shared Cassie R., a Hillside student who
participated in the program.
See Every Drop Counts on page 6

PTA National School of Excellence
Survey through April 19; “Bye-Bye
Birdie”, “Sound of Music” next
weekend at Normandy, Parma
• The Parma Council of PTA's needs your help! We need
feedback from families on how our schools and PTA's are
doing. Your feedback will help us to build a stronger
partnership among our families, school leaders, and
community-at-large which is important for the success of
our students and school.
The survey will close on Friday, April 19. This survey is
completely anonymous. https://forms.gle/
KBmPBXRwz3KjC3PJ7
• Next weekend, Normandy and Parma Senior High Schools
will have two very familiar shows for audiences to enjoy.
Normandy Drama Workshop presents “Bye, Bye Birdie”
while Parma Senior High’s Drama Club presents “Sound of
Music”. Both productions will be held Thursday, April 25
through Saturday April 27, with curtain times at 7:00 PM.
For more information about both shows and how to get
tickets, visit each school building’s website at
www.parmacityschools.org.
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What’s Up?
• Tuesday April 16:
• Greenbriar Middle School PTA Meeting,
9:30 AM
• Hillside Middle School PTA Meeting,
6:30 PM
• Normandy High School 8th Grade Band
Concert, 7:00 PM
• Wednesday April 17:
• Parma Council of PTA President’s
Meeting, 6:00 PM
• Parma Council of PTA’s Spring Dinner,
6:30 PM
• Thursday April 18:
• Green Valley Elementary School PTA
Meeting, 1:30 PM
• Friday April 19:
• Holiday Break - NO SCHOOL for Students
or Teachers
• Monday April 22:
• Holiday Break - NO SCHOOL for Students
or Teachers
• Tuesday April 23:
• Classes Resume
• Wednesday April 24:
• Pleasant Valley Elementary School PTA
Meeting, 7:00 PM
• Normandy High School PTSA Meeting,
7:00 PM
• Thursday April 25:
• Hillside Tiger Pride Night for Incoming
5th Graders, 6:30 PM
• Valley Forge High School PTSA Meeting,
7:00 PM
• Normandy High School Drama Workshop
presents “Bye-Bye Birdie”, 7:00 PM through Saturday April 26
• Parma Senior High School Drama Club
presents “The Sound of Music”, 7:00 PM through Saturday, April 26
• Monday April 29:
• Parma Senior High School PTSA Meeting,
6:00 PM
• Strategic Consolidation for Master
Planning Meting at Parma Senior High
School, 6:30 PM
• Tuesday April 30:
• Green Valley Elementary School Spring
Concert at Normandy, 7:00 PM

Want to find out what’s up on your
school’s calendar?

Valley Forge High School senior
named National Honor Society
Scholarship semifinalist
For Valley Forge senior
Kelly Finitsas, high school
has been more than just
earning good grades.
Finitsas was one of 575
students nationwide to be
named a National Honor
Society (NHS) Scholarship
semifinalist, resulting in a
$3,200 award from the
group to be used in college.
Over 11,000 high school
students apply for a
scholarship.
According to their website,
over one million students
in all 50 states participate
National Honor Society.
Currently, Finitsas is
finishing her tenure as
vice-president of the Valley
Forge chapter of NHS.

Valley Forge senior Kalliopi (Kelly)
Finitsas, left, was awarded a $3,200
scholarship through the National
Honor Society. She was the vicepresident of the group this year. Valley
Forge’s adviser for NHS is Carolyn
Holt-Balis, right.

“National Honor Society is
a national organization
that allows students to participate in volunteer service, while also
being recognized for their good academic standing,” Finitsas
explained. “It’s also an opportunity to grow as leaders and to
collaborate with other students to achieve common goals.”

See Valley Forge on page 5

Lights, Camera, Action! Parma
High Movie Club lets students
appreciate, discuss many films
by Natalie Moran
11th Grade,
Parma Senior High School

Who doesn’t love a good
movie? Whether it be a
comedy for the entire
family or a scary thriller,
we all have our favorites.
Students at Parma Senior
High School are invited to
share their favorites and
explore new films at the
school’s movie club.

Parma Senior High School’s Movie
Club meets after school every week to
discuss many aspects of film and
filmmaking.

Bruce Saban, history
teacher at Parma, started
movie club in 2009 and has kept the fun rolling for a decade.

“It’s a really unique club that gives an opportunity for students who
might not be involved in other things and find a place where they
really feel like they belong,” Saban shared. “We have discussions
from symbolism and metaphors in films to watching the movies,
which is always entertaining.”
Subjects of the films and movies watched during movie club vary
from current events to mysteries and science. The group also

Visit:
www.parmacityschools.org/calendar
Visit our website: www.parmacityschools.org/monitor

See Movie Club on page 5
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ICYMI @ PCSD:
Last Week on Parma
Schools Social Media
Like us on Facebook at:
facebook.com/parmaschools
Follow and tag us on Twitter:
@parmaschools
Follow us on Instagram:
@parmaschools

Knowing what scholarships
are available can be key for
high school students
by Ana Vuvunikyan
11th Grade,
Normandy High School

Being accepted into your
dream college is one thing,
paying for it is another.
In the world of ever
growing student debt,
scholarships offer students
a chance to get their
preferred degree and not
worry so much about
High school students in the PCSD have
finances.
many resources to find scholarships to

“It is always unpleasant to help pay for college. Some of the
be the one to tell kids that resources are available through the
they may not be able to go
district, while some are available
to their dream school
online.
because of insufficient
income,” Courtney Walsh,
GEAR Up Adviser at
Normandy High School, said.

Scholarship research can be difficult to start, with so many options
available online. However, there are a couple of popular websites
and apps college students use to help them along the way.
One example of this is College Board (https://
bigfuture.collegeboard.org/) where students can search for
scholarship options. After filling out a short survey, students are
provided with information about each scholarship, such as
application requirements and what it can be used for. College Board
See Scholarships on page 6

Students at Dentzler Elementary celebrated Heart Health month
in February with Jump Rope for Heart. Jump Rope for Heart is
brought to the schools from the American Heart Association, and
promotes healthy eating and exercise habits for students. The
students got excited about getting involved and earned incentives
along the way, including monster key chains and bracelets.
Congratulations to all students and staff at Dentzler Elementary in
making their school a healthier place by raising almost $2,000.

Visit our website: www.parmacityschools.org/monitor
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PCSD App brings
together information and
news from social media,
website

Taylor Rericha’s quiet
leadership helps Redmen
succeed on the court

Did you know the Parma City School District has
a mobile app?

Parma High senior Taylor
Rericha is determined to
find success on and off the
basketball court.

The PCSD mobile app has everything you need to
know about the district and each school building
in an easy-to-use format that can be accessed
anytime, anywhere.

This past season, she set
two Parma Senior High
School records for the
Redmen and tied a third,
one of which was nearly
30 years old.
During a January 12,
2019 game versus Valley
Forge, Rericha set the
school record with 12
steals in a game, breaking
Michelle Niznik’s record
of 10 set in the 2009-2010
season.

“What’s great about this app is that it has all the
information, resources, tools and links about our
district that our families, students, staff and the
community need, all in one place,” explained
Amy Popik, communications coordinator for the
district. “Plus, it’s free.”
A key feature of the app is the ability for users to
customize their experience. When users first
open the app, they will be asked to choose the
PCSD school buildings that are most important to
them. Users will then receive news and
information tailored to them from the schools
they have selected.

Senior Taylor Rericha passes the ball
during a home game this season.
Rericha broke two school records for
steals this season, while tying a third
record for assists.

She also broke the
Redmen season record for
steals with 92, set by
Becky Duerk in 1991.
Finally, she tied the
Redmen season assists
record (94), set by Jaylin Narvaez in 2017.

But when you ask Rericha about her record-breaking season, she
was really only focused on one record - the assists.
“That is the record during the season I wanted to break,” Rericha
said. “Every year, Coach (Chuck) Caldwell makes us do a goal sheet,
and we put it in our locker. Every game when we open our locker we
can see our goals, and that was number one for me. Unfortunately, I
wasn’t able to break it, but I was able to tie it.”
A product of State Road Elementary and Shiloh Middle School,
Rericha started playing basketball in the third grade because her
friends were doing it, along with club soccer. It was a sport that she
began to embrace and love as the years progressed.

The notification button in the app will receive
important updates and alerts from the district
and schools directly to the device. The user can
set up those important notifications to display on
their lock screen and/or home screen, as well.

“I didn’t want to try out in the seventh grade because I was too
short to play,” Rericha explained. “But, I did. There was about 60
girls at tryouts and there was two days of cuts. I ended up making
the team, and I was a starter. That’s pretty much how it started and
I’ve been playing ever since.”

The PCSD app also includes:

At Parma Senior High School, Rericha showed her dedication for the
school and team. She admits she wanted to be a shooting guard,
however, the team needed a point guard, so she made the switch.

•

District and school calendars

• Directory of schools with important phone
numbers
See Mobile App on page 6
Superintendent from page 1

academic performance; cleaner, quieter, and
healthier learning environment) are fully
realized and the disruption costs of construction
are no longer present,” Conlin and Thompson
describe in their research. “Thus, it is not
surprising to find that housing prices are
positively impacted by investment in capital
stock in the long run.”
Our next Master Planning for Strategic
Consolidation meeting will occur Monday, April
29 at 6:30 PM at Parma Senior High School.

“I didn’t want to be a point guard. I never wanted to be a point
guard,” Rericha confessed. “It was kind of the role that I had to fill.
We haven’t had one that could handle the ball very well, so I took it
upon myself to learn that position...I never really wanted to, or
thought I could, break the steals record. It kind of just happened.”
“Taylor isn’t a true point guard but embraced the role when it was
given to her at the beginning of her junior season,” Caldwell said.
“She is one of the most coachable kids I have ever had the privilege
of coaching, and comes ready to work and get better every single
day and applies the transferable skills that the coaching staff
teaches her.”
Rericha’s work ethic speaks for itself. Besides boasting a 4.1 GPA
(Grade Point Average), she has earned eight varsity letters across
three different sports including soccer, basketball and softball. She
has also been a captain of the basketball team the last two seasons.
Currently enrolled in the Career and Technical Teaching Professions
class, Rericha will attend the University of Mount Union in the fall to
study Early Childhood Education.

Have a great week,
Charlie

See Parma Basketball on page 5
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Parma Basketball from page 4

“I’ve always wanted
to be a teacher,”
Rericha expressed. “I
loved school growing
up. I loved the
relationship that I
had with teachers and
I wanted to be that
person for other kids.
That’s kind of how I
fell into that career.”

Valley Forge from page 2

NHS is built on four pillars
to guide students:
Scholarship, Service,
Leadership and Character.
Students are required to
have a 3.5 GPA (Grade Point
Average) and have over 30
hours of community service
prior to beginning their
junior year. After being
accepted into NHS, students
must continue to serve their
community, maintain good
grades and be involved in
school life.

While at Mount Union,
Rericha will not be on
the basketball court,
but rather on the
pitch, playing soccer
for the Purple
Raiders.

Parma High senior
Taylor Rericha will
attend the University
Rericha’s dedication
of Mount Union in the
and selflessness has
already been embraced fall to play soccer, not
at Mount Union, as she basketball, and will
has agreed to play
study Early Childhood
goalkeeper or defense,
whichever position they Education.

need her at the most.

“Although she is a quiet, introverted kid she leads
by example every single day on the court, in the
classroom, and in the community,” Caldwell
expressed. “She personifies what it means to be a
Redmen student-athlete.”
Movie Club from page 2

watches award ceremonies and tests their
knowledge in movie trivia, questions Saban
created himself.
“We had an Oscar party once which was really
fun, and we played ‘Scene It’ on Xbox,” Saban
described. “I had one movie club who attempted
to, and were toying with the idea of, making their
own movie.”
Apart from the pure enjoyment of watching
movies and chatting about them, there is an
educational component to the group, too.
“In terms of education, everything we do is a
different vehicle for thinking, critical thinking
and deeper thinking,” he explained. “It’s another
way for intellectual stimulation, to get them to
think much deeper than just on a superficial
level.”
Saban keeps in touch with his students in the club
by offering ideas of movies to watch and updates
about the group. The group meets once a week
after school, and Saban is always thinking of
ways to engage students.
“You always want to evolve as a club, want to get
better or try new things,” he expressed on the
future of the group. “Potentially making a scene
or breaking down a scene would be a unique way
to do something different.”
Saban discovered a deeper passion for movies
during college. After transferring from the
University of Akron to John Carroll University, he
had the opportunity to take classes that changed
his perspective.
“I took a film class in college related to history
and I realized how deep movies can be but also
how you can examine them,” he shared. “I like
movies because I like closure and the journey and
stories movies tell and I found out that a lot of
students like the same thing.”

For Finitsas, giving back to
the local community came
in a number of ways. She
volunteered her time at St.
Augustine Roman Catholic
Church in Cleveland as a
counselor at Rainbow Camp.
The five-week camp
provides fun, recreation and
interaction for a wide range of
children, including those with
disabilities. In addition, she
volunteers her time at the St.
Paul Greek Orthodox Festival
each year.

(L-R): Valley Forge High School
Principal Janine Andrzejewski,
Kelly Finitsas and NHS adviser
Carolyn Holt-Balis, at the NHS
induction ceremony this past fall.

“I like to volunteer at organizations that I have a personal
connection with,” Finitsas said. “My sister is hard of hearing, so
that’s what made me appreciate working with those campers so
much during those couple of summers. Also being Greek, I’m very
passionate about being Greek. I do Greek dance, I went to Greek
school, I know the language and the heritage. That’s what is so
satisfying about giving back to my church community, is that we
can spread the culture.”
To earn NHS scholarship money, students had to write an essay
discussing their volunteer activities and how the four main pillars
were implemented in their lives. For Finitsas, one pillar clearly
stood out.
“My personal favorite is the leadership pillar,” Finitsas said.
“Leadership, to me, it’s not so much guiding people and telling them
what to do. It’s more giving them the confidence to become leaders
themselves. It’s giving back, it’s not just guiding other people.”
Finitsas’ leadership at Valley Forge did not go unrecognized by NHS
club adviser, Carolyn Holt-Balis, who credits Finitsas with being an
integral part of the annual induction ceremony.
“Kelly is not a public speaker,” said Holt-Balis. “For her to plan,
participate and help run the induction, she did an awesome job. I
think that she felt fulfilled and she felt it was out of her comfort
zone a little bit at the beginning. I think that she really blossomed
from that and really grew from being in front of 300 people.”
This fall, Finitsas will be attending Ohio State University on a full
scholarship to study Electrical Engineering with a minor in
Mathematics. She also received a scholarship to fully pay for her
room and board during her first year. That scholarship was earned
through another written essay submitted to the Office of Diversity
and Inclusion. Finitsas’ essay described her desire to start a Greek
dance group to teach students participating in university Greek life.
Ever humble, and with the sky being the limit, Finitsas recognizes
the positive influence that Valley Forge, Greenbriar, Parma Park
and the entire community had on her life.
“Of course I’m excited to continue my life,” Finitsas expressed. “Just
being a student of the Parma City Schools is definitely something
I’m very blessed with. I don’t think if I had gone anywhere else, I
would be the person I am today. There are just so many different
personalities and types of people in this community. As a student, I
have come to appreciate just a broad range of people, and that has
really set me up for success.”

Visit our website: www.parmacityschools.org/monitor
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Scholarships from page 3

is a great source to check out, with neatly
organized information.
Many scholarships require student-written
essays to go along with them.
“Don’t write a ‘woe is me’ story, “ Walsh
explained. “Instead, write down how you will use
the money for a great education. They
(scholarship givers) want to know why they
should invest in you.”
Another option for finding scholarships is
Naviance (https://student.naviance.com/
colleges/scholarships). Naviance accesses a list
of scholarships, what they are based on along
with the basic requirements. Clicking on the
scholarship name provides more in depth
qualifications and information.
It is important to look at every bit of scholarship
opportunities a student can get. Many people
forget or do not apply for smaller and more local
scholarships, because they don’t usually bring in
as much money.
“Any little bit helps,” Walsh added. “Think local,
look at work, community, hobbies, and what
makes you unique.”
Other popular suggestions for help with
scholarships is Scholly (https://myscholly.com/)
along with Unigo (https://www.unigo.com/
colleges).
Unigo has an “Easy Scholarships” tab, which
shows more entertaining scholarship essay
topics. Examples include, "Which superhero or
villain would you want to change places with for
a day and why?" and “If you were an ice cream
flavor, which would you be and why?"
It can be overwhelming for families to keep track
of all the relevant information. Suggestions for
organization of information include using
spreadsheets and sticky notes.
“Start early your senior year with your search
for money,” a Normandy High School senior said.
“It will save you a lot of trouble with scholarships
which have due dates early in the year,” she
clarified.
Important to note is that some of the
scholarships students can earn are
automatically applied for once they get accepted
to a school.
“Always look on school and department websites
for endowment funds and non-automatic
scholarships,” Walsh urged.
In this complex search, there are always people
and resources to help students find money.
Scholarships exist for almost anything, including
being a part of a specific group or community,
being tall, being married to a veteran, or simply
being lucky enough to be pulled from a random
drawing. It is only the matter of applying on
time which anyone can do. Anyone can find hope
in attending their dream college.

Every Drop Counts from page 1

Hillside Math Teacher Cathy Futey and Intervention Specialist
Laurie Best said they focused their math portion on fifth-grade
common core standards through a variety of activities.
“We had homemade board games, one-on-one work, dry erase board
partner work and whole group AIR test preparation,” they
explained. “We stressed the importance of quality versus quantity
when completing any type of math challenge. Overall, we saw a
growth in both areas of confidence and math skills.”
Erica Bongiovanni, Learning Lab teacher at Hillside, said the
science portion of the program focused on how to protect and
conserve water and included many engaging lessons that got
students thinking.
Density, oil spills and invasive species to Lake Erie were just a few of
the science topics discussed and each had a hands-on activity, she
explained.
She also led the math portion of the program for sixth and seventh
graders, and they worked on multiplication, division and word
problems.
“I believe the students who regularly attended learned and grew a
lot from this experience,” Bongiovanni expressed. “I hope students
see that the extra time and long days were worth it. I also hope they
gain confidence in math and science and pursue STEAM enrichment
programs in the future.”
She added there was time for students to get to know each other and
for her to get to know the students better, which was another benefit
of the program.
"Science was very fun and taught us a lot of things about the ocean
and water," Hillside student Carolina M. shared. "I really enjoyed
making homemade lava lamps that weren't really lava lamps. They
were just salt water, fresh water, and oil to look like a lava lamp."
At the end of the six weeks, the program celebrated the students'
success by inviting their families to an event called Watermania.
Hillside's event was on April 9, while Greenbriar’s event was on
April 11. Each event featured dinner, giveaways and the opportunity
for families to create a closed water cycle terrarium to take home.
“We recognized that there was a need to expand the school day for
students to work on math and science, so we wanted to offer that
opportunity,” Yeager said. “It just reinforced those important math
and science skills and created a strong connection between the
school day and the afterschool world.”
Mobile App from page 4

•

An activity stream of stories, calendar updates and photos

•

Latest News and The Monitor

• Resources for families, staff, students and the community with a
directory of PCSD Departments
•

High school sports information and pages

•

PCSD social media sites

“Parma Schools will keep this app up-to-date with the latest news,
information and details so everyone can be informed and stay
connected with our schools and our district,” Popik said.
The free app is available for both Android and Apple smartphones
and mobile devices. To download on the Google Play and Apple App
stores, search ‘Parma City School District.’
PCSD has created an online app resource page that will not only
provide more information about the district mobile app, but also
includes download information for other helpful apps. My School
Menus, eSchoolPlus Family and My School Bucks all have mobile
apps for parents, guardians and family members to use to stay upto-date with their child’s education.
To download the PCSD Mobile app and other school-related apps,
please visit www.parmacityschools.org/apps.
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