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A message from
Superintendent
Charles Smialek, Ph.D.

Partnership with Sewer
District benefits students,
environment and saves money

Since the beginning of
STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering,
Math) instruction in 2013,
this approach has been a
source of great interest
and pride for the Parma
City School District.

Parma City School District
students are learning more
about water conservation and
how to help their environment
through a partnership with the
Northeast Ohio Sewer District.

Currently, we offer STEM
project-based learning
curriculum for our
students at Pleasant Valley
Elementary (K-4) and
Greenbriar Middle School
(Grade 5). STEM encompasses deep learning
and engages students through critical thinking,
creativity, and collaboration.
Next school year, 2019-2020, our plan to expand
STEM will include the addition of one (1) sixth
grade STEM team at Greenbriar Middle School.
In 2020-2021 we will add one (1) seventh grade
STEM team at Greenbriar Middle School.
Current PCSD Grade 1 through Grade 5
students not currently in the STEM education
program may apply for an open spot in the
Grade 1 through Grade 5 STEM program at
Pleasant Valley Elementary and Greenbriar
Middle School for the 2019-2020 school year.
Please submit a Special Transfer Adjustment
Request Form to the Student Services
Department. The Student Services Office,
located in the PCSD Administration Building,
5311 Longwood Avenue in Parma, OH, 44134.
Parents/guardians must acquire a Special
Transfer Adjustment Request Form from their
home school or the Student Services office.
When completing the form, please specify the
request to transfer to the STEM Education at
Pleasant Valley Elementary or Greenbriar
Middle School on the form.
Completed forms can be dropped off only at the
Student Services Office in the PCSD
Administration Building, 5311 Longwood
Avenue in Parma, OH, 44134.
Forms will be accepted through August 1, 2019.
Available spots in Grade 1 through Grade 5
classrooms will be filled on a first come first
serve basis. No Special Transfer Adjustment
forms will be accepted at the individual school
buildings.
If you have questions regarding the Special
Transfer Adjustment Request process, please
call the Department of Student Services at
440-885-8794.
We look forward to continuing to add to the
opportunities that are available to our students
and welcome your family to pursue this option!

Jeff Cook, Director of Secondary
Curriculum and Instruction at
PCSD, said the sewer district
reached out to Parma Schools
this year about providing water
conservation curriculum to
various grade levels in
exchange for a discount on the
district’s sewer bill.
“We were offered the
opportunity to reduce our
sewer run off charge by
$25,000 if we participated in
this program that they
designed, built and are offering
to school districts in Northeast
Ohio,” he explained.

Students throughout the PCSD are
learning about water conservation
through a program designed with
the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer
District. With this program, the
PCSD can reduce the sewer run off
charge by $25,000 thanks to this
important partnership.

“There were several options but
what we chose was third grade,
fifth grade and seventh grade and high school biology to participate in
this program,” Cook added. “We could also choose to use the
curriculum provided by the sewer district, design our own lessons
and have them approved by the sewer district, or access a field trip to
the watershed, which we are very fortunate to have in our Parma
boundaries.”
PCSD opted for the written curriculum provided by the sewer district
for third and fifth grades and biology classes. Students in seventh
See Water Conservation on page 5

Final week for PTA Geranium Sale for
Scholarships, forms available at any
PCSD building; Update on changes in
student absence reporting
• The Parma Council of PTAs 67th Annual Geranium Sale is
here! The sale will run from March 25 through April 12
this year. Order forms will be available at every school
building and the district Administration Center as well as
online. All are welcome to place an order. All profits will
benefit the PCPTAs Scholarship Fund, which will give a
$1,200 scholarship to five high school seniors!
Visit www.parmacityschools.org/geraniums for more
information.
• Starting Friday, April 5, 2019, the Parma City School
District will be changing procedures on notifying parents if
a student is absent from school. These new procedures are
in compliance with recent changes in State of Ohio law. It is
important to remind all parents and guardians to promptly
contact your child’s home school in the morning if your
student will be absent. Failure to contact the school building
within one hour after school has started will result in a
robocall. For more information, please click on the link:
http://tinyurl.com/y4musqt6

Visit our website: www.parmacityschools.org/monitor
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What’s Up?
• Monday April 8:
• Strategic Consolidation Meeting at
Normandy High School, 6:30 PM
• Wednesday April 10:
• CBS Connects Financial Literacy Night
for Grades 5-9 at Normandy High School,
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
• Thursday April 11:
• PCSD Board of Education Regular
Meeting, 7:00 PM
• Tuesday April 16:
• Greenbriar Middle School PTA Meeting,
9:30 AM
• Hillside Middle School PTA Meeting,
6:30 PM
• Wednesday April 17:
• Parma Council of PTA President’s
Meeting, 6:00 PM
• Parma Council of PTA’s Spring Dinner,
6:30 PM
• Thursday April 18:
• Green Valley Elementary School PTA
Meeting, 1:30 PM
• Friday April 19:
• Easter Holiday Break - NO SCHOOL for
Students or Teachers
• Monday April 22:
• Easter Holiday Break - NO SCHOOL for
Students or Teachers
• Tuesday April 23:
• Classes Resume
• Wednesday April 24:
• Pleasant Valley Elementary School PTA
Meeting, 7:00 PM
• Normandy High School PTSA Meeting,
7:00 PM
• Thursday April 25:
• Hillside Tiger Pride Nigh for Incoming
5th Graders, 6:30 PM
• Valley Forge High School PTSA Meeting,
7:00 PM
• Normandy High School Drama Workshop
presents “Bye-Bye Birdie”, 7:00 PM through Saturday April 26
• Parma Senior High School Drama Club
presents “The Sound of Music”, 7:00 PM through Saturday, April 26

Want to find out what’s up on your
school’s calendar?

Normandy Academic Challenge
Team makes school proud on
WEWS quiz show
by Rut Muzychuk
11th Grade,
Normandy High School

Recently, three students
were put to the test as they
showcased their knowledge
as members of the
Normandy Academic
Challenge Team.
Normandy’s Academic
Challenge Team has faced
many challenges over the
last 20 years, including
financial concerns.
However, the club has
persevered, and competed
this year on the Academic
Challenge TV show.

The 2019 Normandy High School
Academic Challenge Team (L-R):
Brennan Kowalski, senior, Dominic
Matras, senior and Kevin Bubnik,
junior.

“Academic Challenge”, now
in its 51st season, airs
locally on WEWS-TV, Channel 5. The quiz show tests local high
school students’ knowledge in a variety of subject areas. This year,
Normandy competed against two other high schools from Cuyahoga
County in Solon and Strongsville. The show aired on February 9,
2019.
See Academic Challenge on page 4

Parma High senior Gavin Ziol
finishes historic career for
Redmen on the mat
by Andrew Lozitsky
11th Grade,
Parma Senior High School

Gavin Ziol is a force to be
reckoned with on the mat.
The consistency and enduring
determination of this senior
wrestler is what allowed him to
break a ten-year old school
record during his final season
Parma Senior High School wrestler
with the Parma Senior High
Gavin Ziol grapples with an
School wrestling program.
opponent from Bay Village. Ziol

As a four-year varsity starter
set a school record with 73 pins
and advancing three times to
this season.
sectionals, it goes without
question that Ziol was a heavy
contributor to the success of his team during his time at Parma. He
finished his senior season with 73 pins, topping the previous record
of 68 set by currentParma High staff member, Kevin Shadrach. His
final match left him with a total 105 wins and 46 losses, equating to
a 70 percent winning percentage across the span of his four years.
“It's a mindset,” said Ziol when explaining how he approaches each
competition. “I tend not to think too much, not worry about who I’m
up against. I go out there to win and it comes easy for me.”

Visit:
www.parmacityschools.org/calendar
Visit our website: www.parmacityschools.org/monitor

See Parma Wrestling on page 5
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ICYMI @ PCSD:
Last Week on Parma
Schools Social Media
Like us on Facebook at:
facebook.com/parmaschools
Follow and tag us on Twitter:
@parmaschools
Follow us on Instagram:
@parmaschools

Partnership with Career Tech
Welding class reminds John Muir
students of daily expectations
John Muir Elementary
School students now have
a physical depiction of the
values that mean so much
to them.
Parma City School District
Career and Technical
Education welding
students crafted a
sculpture for John Muir
Elementary School to
remind them of The 3 Rs Respectful, Responsible
and Ready To Learn.
John Muir Principal Karl
Schneider wanted to have
a tangible representation
of the ideals that are so
important everyone at
their school.

Located near the entrance of John
Muir Elementary School, the 3 Rs
created in partnership with the Career
Tech Welding program at Parma
Senior High School remind students to
be Respectful, Responsible and Ready
to Learn everyday.

“I asked (Parma High)
welding teacher Pat
Connelly if he could help
make this touch point to
try and remind the kids of
what we stand for here,”
Schneider shared. “It
creates a consistent
language throughout our building.”

See John Muir on page 5

Learn more about community
events at PCSD Flyer Central
Parma City School District welcomes partnerships with community
organizations, groups and businesses to offer educational
opportunities for students, families and staff.
Through Flyer Central on the PCSD website, the community can
learn more about special events and programs available in Parma,
Parma Heights and Seven Hills as well as outside organizations and
cities.
Information from the Cuyahoga Public Library, Boy Scouts, Girl
Scouts, city recreation departments, and other special events and
athletic programs are posted and updated regularly on the district’s
website. Other information includes camps, programs and
initiatives that are available throughout the three communities and
in Northeast Ohio and are appropriate for students and families.
“Throughout our three communities, we have many organizations
and programs that are not affiliated with the district, but do present
parents and students with positive, beneficial opportunities,” Dan
Rajkovich, Supervisor of Public Relations explained. “Flyer Central
is one part of our website where, with approval, businesses and
organizations throughout the local area and in Northeast Ohio can
display their information for a limited time. It’s a section that is
regularly updated on our website and we like to provide this
opportunity for our businesses and for our parents and students.”
Promotional materials from outside organizations are intended
solely to notify students and their parents/guardians of the
opportunity to participate in a youth-related program, activity or
event that aims to improve the health, education or welfare of
students or members of the school community.
See Flyer Central on page 5

Visit our website: www.parmacityschools.org/monitor
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Academic Challenge from page 2

Normandy’s Academic Challenge Team is led by
two science teachers at the school, Tom Verlie
and Dr. Donna Turner. Both have been a part of
this television phenomenon for many years,
experiencing both wins and losses.
“It’s not about being on TV,” Turner stated. “It’s a
fun opportunity for the students to compete and
challenge themselves.”
Although the team is comprised of three
individuals, it had to be pared down from a group
of over 15 students. To find the perfect people for
the job, practice sessions were held to help see
who would do well under the pressure of
competition.
The practices took place on Tuesdays and
Thursdays. They included a mock episode
practice where students were given twenty-yearold buzzers to simulate ones they would have in
the show. Then, Verlie and Turner presented the
students with questions, many taken from the
show as well. This process ensured that the best
practice questions were used. Scores were also
kept and every time a student answered the
question correctly, they received a point.
Eventually, the time came to choose team
members. The top three students who
accumulated the most points at the end of the
practice sessions were chosen.

My PCSD Story:
Kyle Cornell, PSH ’12
Name: Kyle Cornell
High School: Parma Senior High
School
Graduation Year: 2012
College, Major(s), Degree(s)
Earned, Graduation:
University of Toledo
(2012-2013)
Cuyahoga Community College
(2013-2015)
Ohio Media School (2015-2016)
Current career/position:
News Anchor/Reporter at WTAM
1100.

Kyle Cornell, Parma Senior
High School class of 2012, is a
reporter/anchor with WTAM
1100 radio.

How did your experiences at
Parma City School District help
you to achieve success in your career today?

The team representing Normandy was lead by
senior Dominic Matras, a member of the
Marching Band, Science Olympiad, Chemistry
Olympiad, Track, and Cross Country teams.

My experiences in the Radio and Television program really
catapulted me into the media industry. Having learned many of the
basics and giving a platform to present them, the program had a
major impact on me.

Also representing Normandy was senior
Brennan Kowalski, who participates in Marching
Band, Morning Announcement Team, Chemistry
Olympiad, and Science Olympiad teams.

What is your favorite school memory growing up?

The team was rounded out by Kevin Bubnik, a
junior, who is the class president is and a
member of the Drama Club.
Even though the team featured top students and
worked extremely hard, Normandy finished
second out of three teams, narrowly losing to
Solon 595 to 575.
Despite the loss, the team was not upset. They
continue to study and excel, hoping the next
generation of students will get their chance to
represent Normandy and bring the title of the
Academic Challenge Champions home next year.
In addition, the Academic Challenge Team’s
performance was a good way to show the
community what Parma City Schools are all
about, especially at Normandy.
"This is our way of showing what Normandy High
School has and can accomplish,” Bubnik said.
“Having the community support us, and cheer on
Normandy really does motivate one to study, and
keep up the good Normandy name.”
“It was an incredible experience, something I
wouldn’t mid doing over again,” Matras said.
To watch the Normandy Academic Challenge
team compete, visit https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=c1_qeCv1KSQ&t=661s

I would say making district semifinals on the varsity tennis team
my senior year. It was the first time Parma had a boys tennis team
in a while, and to represent the school and get as far as we did in
that tournament was really special. It was the only time I played a
varsity sport at school.
Who was your favorite teacher and how did they inspire you?
Easy choice, David Droes. If you are looking for someone who has
done a lot in this field, to be able to get your feet on the ground and
teach you how to crawl, walk and one day run, he’s the guy. He is
definitely someone who can teach and mold younger people to take
this industry seriously, but have fun in the process.
Looking back to your school years, what is one thing you
learned that has stayed with you throughout the years?
That good work and hard work can put you in spots you never
would have thought you’d be in. When I was 16, I never thought I’d
be interviewing LeBron James for Metro Networks after a
Christmas Day game against Golden State, or that I’d be working
with Hall of Famers at WTAM.
What does PCSD mean to you?
It was where I went to school from first grade all throughout high
school. Good times and bad, it’s where I went and will always feel
like home.
What is one thing you want people to know about you?
That I have a beautiful family who supports me and makes me the
luckiest man in the world. My fiancée, my one-year-old son, and
everyone else who’s had my back through tough times and
hardships - they are the reason I push to and continue to work to
be successful today and every day.
Why are you Parma Proud?
Parma is my hometown. It’s where I’m from. Most of my family still
lives here. I feel one day soon my fiancée and I will end up buying a
house in Parma. Very simply, it’s home.

Visit our website: www.parmacityschools.org/monitor
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Parma Wrestling from page 2

That may be an understatement. Ziol had
participated in competitive wrestling since the
third grade as well as football for nine years. He
made it to the state wrestling tournament during
his eighth-grade middle school season and has
been recognized for his athletic achievement and
work ethic on the football field.
“When I first started, I picked it up instantly and I
came to love the sport,” said Ziol of wrestling.
“Playing football has helped a lot in developing
my technique in getting low and taking your
shots, and it also has kept my agility and
conditioning in shape for wrestling.”
Although he had no particular goal in mind
entering high school, Ziol realized that his talent
could propel him into school history while
competing during his sophomore year. This was a
very attainable accomplishment with the amount
of positive coaches and teammates that
surrounded him.
The Parma wrestling team competed as a family.
Teammates and coaches are always mat side
cheering, encouraging and pushing each other to
get better every day. It was like a bond that could
not be broken, Ziol shared.
¨Wrestling is unique because it's not exactly a
team sport, it's individual,” Ziol expressed. “When
you're on the mat everything depends on you,
and you only. The weight is on your shoulders,
win or lose, and that kind of stuck with me
throughout the years.”
Ziol is undecided, but after graduation is
considering attending Baldwin-Wallace
University, Cleveland State or John Carroll
University.
Water Conservation from page 1

grade will take a trip to the Cleveland
Metropark’s West Creek Reservation Watershed
Stewardship Center, located on West Ridgewood
Drive in Parma.
“What’s great is that this program was created by
educators and they worked in tandem with the
sewer district to create the curriculum,” he
shared. “There are things like graphic organizers,
reading activities and hands-on projects. It’s
really well designed and comes from a very
educational understanding.”

John Muir from page 3

Welding students worked on
the sculpture throughout the
fall, and the finished product
was introduced to the
elementary school in January.
“I thought it would be a neat
way for the older kids to help
out the younger kids,”
Schneider said. “Some of these
students were here not that
many years ago.”
The 3 Rs initiative at John
Muir is part of the school’s
Positive Behavior
Interventions and Supports
(PBIS) program, which
encourages acknowledgment
and reinforcement of
appropriate behaviors and
positive school environment. It
has become part of the culture
at John Muir for all staff,
teachers and students.
Lexi Sparrow Burnette, the
school's morning door monitor,
has begun incorporating The 3
Rs into the morning routine.

John Muir Elementary’s Lexi
Sparrow Burnette not only greets
students as they come into the
school, but also encourages
students to touch the 3 R to
remind them of expectations in
the school.

“After our PBIS team started the 3 Rs and we got our display by the
front door, I loved the idea of the kids coming in touching the
display, like you see sports players touch their mascot statue for
good luck before a game,” Sparrow Burnette shared.
On Mondays and Fridays, Sparrow Burnette plays music as the
students walk into school, starting and ending the week on a high
note.
“You can tell a difference in the kids coming in. They seem more
excited and focused with the 3 Rs throughout our entire building,”
Sparrow Burnette described. “Starting and doing this has even
helped me start my day off that much more positive, and you can
see that in the teachers and staff, too.”
The teachers have incorporated The 3 Rs in their classes and in
their expectations for behavior, as well.
“We have PBIS lessons,” Schneider expressed. “Teachers carry
forward our values in the classroom with examples of good
behavior, conversation pieces and questions for the kids.”
Outside of their classrooms, teachers had the opportunity to
contribute to the morning pledge by voting on which quotes they felt
exemplified The 3 Rs the best. The pledge is read every morning and
serves as a reminder of what it means to be respectful, responsible
and ready to learn.

The curriculum is geared toward water
conservation and are grade level appropriate,
Cook explained.

Other PSCD schools throughout the district, also use The 3 Rs
framework. John Muir students will be able to use and recognize
these values as they move on to other buildings within the district.

“It really complements the curriculum we are
offering now, and it will certainly benefit the
community and is a worthwhile endeavor in
educating students on basic knowledge of water
conservation and water run off,” he said. “This
also lets us have the ability to tap into community
resources.”

“The kids like it and enjoy it,” Schneider shared. “It’s a chance for us
to be consistent in how we explain things to kids and be consistent
with what our expectations are at John Muir.”

Cook shared that all the district needs to do to get
the max rebate is to submit evidence that
students and teachers completed the curriculum.
Grade levels will complete this program in May
after testing and the curriculum will take about a
week or two to complete.

Flyer Central from page 3

“It’s really nice that the sewer district offers this
program and it’s a substantial rebate for our
district,” he expressed. “They have been nothing
but flexible and supportive, and I think we will be
doing this for as long as it is offered. The teachers
have also been wonderful in making sure this will
align with standards and complement what they
are doing in their classrooms.”

“Many flyers come into the district during the beginning of the
school year, at the holiday season and then before the summer
break,” Rajkovich added. “Check flyer central before making your
summer plans to see what’s happening right in your back yard that
may be of interest your student.”
To access these opportunities and to learn more about submitting
information to be posted on this page, visit
www.parmacityschools.org/flyers.
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