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A message from
Superintendent
Charles Smialek, Ph.D.

Leadership For Tomorrow
program at City Hall is more
than just a civics lesson

We continue to research
the most important
elements of 21st century
facilities. We will use the
research we compile to
supplement the work that
our Educational Visioning
team completed last
winter. All of these
considerations will inform
our design efforts as we
work to present to our
communities this fall clear
options for consolidation
into new schools.

Instead of learning how local
government works just from a
textbook, every fourth grader in
the Parma City School District
got to experience it for a day,
too.

McKenna Wierman (2016) describes “Four Key
Elements of 21st Century Classroom Design.”
She explains that most classrooms have not
evolved signiﬁcantly to keep pace with the
different demands teachers and students now
face compared to those when many schools were
built.
To use our district as a proper context for this
concept, Normandy is our youngest school and
just celebrated its 50th birthday. If we do
nothing to change our current campus
alignment, we will celebrate Thoreau Park’s
100th birthday in a mere seven years. We can
all easily list dozens of societal and educational
changes we have experienced since the
construction of our facilities.
Wierman explains that, to be relevant for
today’s learners and teachers, classrooms
should include:
• A ﬂexible layout: “Twenty-ﬁrst-century
classrooms are driven by student’s
interests, and the open, ﬂexible spaces
allow students to come together to share,
collaborate and create.”
• Furniture for utility: “Giving students
options that allow them to rock, bounce
and rotate while they are sitting provides
for enhanced circulation and
concentration throughout the day—and all
the learning beneﬁts that come with.”
• Technology integration: “Technology
integration supports inclusive classrooms,
as it allows students to move at their own
pace whether they are looking for
opportunities for enrichment or need help
to catch up.”
• A light ﬁlled environment: “Bright
ﬂuorescent lighting is being replaced with
more natural and incandescent light
through the use of windows and lamps.
Not only does this make students more
comfortable and reduce headaches, but
studies have shown that student learning
rates have improved between 7 and 26
See Superintendent on page 5

Leadership for Tomorrow,
funded by Cox Communications
and presented by the City of
Parma, has become an annual
tradition for PCSD students. The
fun, interactive local
government program was
started 13 years ago by Parma
Mayor Tim DeGeeter, Parma
Treasurer Tom Mastroianni and
Two Dentzler Elementary students
the late Parma Treasurer
Anthony Zielinski.
enjoy their time at Parma City Hall
as part of the Leadership For

“Educating our youth to be
Tomorrow program. This program
civic-minded is a very
gives students a ﬁrst-hand look
important,” shared Parma
and understanding of how
Auditor Brian Day, who is also
very active with the program.
government functions.
“Traditional classroom settings
don’t give students a detailed
understanding of how their local government functions, this program
helps students accomplish that understanding. I believe the best
beneﬁt that Leadership for Tomorrow provides is getting students
interested about how local government functions and this in turn will
give us better and more involved citizens in the future.”
On Fridays from the middle of December through the beginning of
March, each elementary building took a turn participating in this
program.
See Leadership For Tomorrow on page 4

Support PCSD students at Jersey
Mike’s Subs on April 2; PTA
Geranium Sale for Scholarships sale
continues
• The Parma City Schools Foundation invites you to support
students throughout the PCSD at the Jersey Mike’s Subs
fundraiser on Tuesday, April 2. 30% of sales will be
donated to the Foundation to support students and
programs in our schools. Be sure to mention the Parma
Schools Foundation at checkout. The fundraiser goes all
day, from 10 AM to 9 PM.
Jersey Mike’s Subs is located at 7486 Broadview Road in
Parma. You can also phone in your order at 440-340-4337.
• The Parma Council of PTAs 67th Annual Geranium Sale is
here! The sale will run from March 25 through April 12
this year. Order forms will be available at every school
building and the district Administration Center as well as
online. All are welcome to place an order. All proﬁts will
beneﬁt the PCPTAs Scholarship Fund, which will give a
$1,200 scholarship to ﬁve high school seniors!
Visit www.parmacityschools.org/geraniums for more
information.
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What’s Up?
• Monday April 1:
• 67th Annual PTA Geranium Sale for
Scholarships Continues -www.parmacityschools.org/geraniums
• Saturday April 6:
• Entrepreneurship Marketplace and
Young Entrepreneurs Day at Normandy
High School, 10:00 AM - 12:30 PM
• Tour of North Olmsted Secondary
Campus, 27413 Butternut Ridge Road,
10:30 AM
• Monday April 8:
• Strategic Consolidation Meeting at
Normandy High School, 6:30 PM
• Wednesday April 10:
• CBS Connects Financial Literacy Night
for Grades 5-9 at Normandy High School,
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
• Thursday April 11:
• PCSD Board of Education Regular
Meeting, 7:00 PM
• Tuesday April 16:
• Greenbriar Middle School PTA Meeting,
9:30 AM
• Hillside Middle School PTA Meeting,
6:30 PM
• Wednesday April 17:
• Parma Council of PTA President’s
Meeting, 6:00 PM
• Parma Council of PTA’s Spring Dinner,
6:30 PM
• Thursday April 18:
• Green Valley Elementary School PTA
Meeting, 1:30 PM
• Friday April 19:
• Easter Holiday Break - NO SCHOOL for
Students or Teachers
• Monday April 22:
• Easter Holiday Break - NO SCHOOL for
Students or Teachers
• Tuesday April 23:
• Classes Resume
• Wednesday April 24:
• Pleasant Valley Elementary School PTA
Meeting, 7:00 PM
• Normandy High School PTSA Meeting,
7:00 PM

Want to ﬁnd out what’s up on your
school’s calendar?

PTA Reflections puts spotlight on
art programs at PCSD schools
“Art is the most intense
mode of individualism that
the world has ever known.” –
Oscar Wilde
For 50 years, Reﬂections has
encouraged students to
express themselves, and
Parma City School District
students unleashed their
individualism and creativity
once again for this year’s
annual arts program.
“Reﬂections was started by
National PTA to help
promote the arts in schools,”
Parma Council of PTAs
President Angela Revay
explained. “It is open to any
student in all grades
throughout the country. In
our district, students can
submit on their own, or in
some buildings art teachers
facilitate submissions, but
each PTA unit has a
chairperson that is in charge
of submissions.”
According to the National
PTA website, the program

Two students are recognized at a
PCPTA Reﬂections Recognition
Night at Parma Senior High School
on February 20. Students have the
opportunity to submit a variety of
artwork as part of this nationwide
program.
See PTA Reﬂections on page 5

PCSD Transportation connects
parents with information thanks
to Twitter, @PCSDBusInfo
Parma City School
District’s Transportation
Department is adding a
new way to share
important updates Twitter.
The new account,
@PCSDBusInfo, will
provide parents and
guardians with up-to-date
information on the
district’s Transportation
Department such as late
buses, delays, route
changes, breakdowns or a
change in pick-up or dropoff times.

The PCSD Transportation Department
has started a Twitter account,
@PCSDBusInfo, to better connect
parents to up-to-date information
including route changes, pick-up times
and late buses.

With 112 buses carrying
4,000 kids each day, there
is substantial information
to share, and PCSD
Transportation Supervisor
Angelo Caputo wanted a
more efﬁcient form of contact when it came to updating the PCSD
community.
“We wanted instant communication with parents,” Caputo
expressed. “We were thinking, ‘how could we be more direct?’”

Visit:
www.parmacityschools.org/calendar
Visit our website: www.parmacityschools.org/monitor
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ICYMI @ PCSD:
Last Week on Parma
Schools Social Media
Like us on Facebook at:
facebook.com/parmaschools
Follow and tag us on Twitter:
@parmaschools
Follow us on Instagram:
@parmaschools

Valley Forge wrestler earns
conference championship;
school’s first in 15 years
For Valley Forge High
School wrestler John
Hoehn, respect is deﬁnitely
earned on the mat.
Hoehn, a senior this year
on the Patriot wrestling
team, ﬁnished up one of the
most signiﬁcant seasons in
recent wrestling history
for Forge. The four-year
varsity letter winner
ﬁnished with a 21-8 record
going into districts at the
conclusion of the year,
including a 6-1 dual meet
Valley Forge senior John Hoehn
record.
His performance at the
Great Lakes Conference
championship earned him a
conference trophy at 195
pounds. That conference
championship is the ﬁrst in
wrestling at Valley Forge in
approximately 15 years.

earned a Great Lakes Conference
championship this season for the
Patriots. It is the ﬁrst conference
championship in wrestling at the
school in 15 years.

During that championship match, Hoehn was down in points to his
opponent. After breaking free from the referee’s position, down on
his hands and knees, Hoehn was able to secure a single-leg
takedown. He eventually pinned his opponent for the win.
When asked about his championship win and what he it meant to
him, Hoehn immediately praised his coaches for their dedication
and determination.
“It wasn’t really for me,” Hoehn said of the conference win. “My
coaches really wanted us to start winning senior year. He (Coach
Ryan Morton) thought we were really going to have a championship
team. They put a bunch of work into us - freshman, sophomore,
junior year - they were really patient with us. It was good to give
something back to them. They gave us the blueprint and I was able
to execute that and get that win for them.”
Hoehn started wrestling in the seventh grade as a student at
Greenbriar Middle School, after failing to make the boys basketball
team. After some encouragement from his father, a stand-out
wrestler himself, Hoehn began to like the sport, although he
admitted in the beginning he thought it was “just like the WWE
(World Wrestling Entertainment.)”
“If you work your hardest, if you put your work in on the mat, it’s
going to show when you wrestle,” Hoehn explained. “I like that. Yes,
it’s like a team sport. But, there’s no excuses. It’s all you. That’s
what I liked about it.”
Through his underclassmen years at Valley Forge, Hoehn admits he
was “immature” and lacked communication skills with his coaches.
But, as he reached his senior year, he truly began to see the wisdom
and determination from Coach Morton, Coach Mark Phillips and
Coach Mike Pelton, to help him grow into a stronger wrestler and
person.
“Our coaches, they really deserve the most credit,” Hoehn said.
“They allow us to develop and become young men. That’s the biggest
thing. Wrestling, it teaches you to take accountability. That’s what
the coaches really taught us. Be accountable and don’t let your ego
get too big. Coach Morton always said, ‘When you walk off of the
mat, you shouldn’t be able to tell if you won or lost.’ You shouldn’t
brag, you shouldn’t throw a ﬁt and you shouldn’t be too happy.”
Hoehn seems to have transferred his work ethic and “zero excuses”
mentality to all aspects of life. He is currently enrolled in ﬁve
Advanced Placement (AP) courses, including Biotechnology,
Calculus, Government, English and Engineering Physics.

See VF Wrestling on page 5
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PCSD student writer
discovers her voice at
Parma Senior High
by Alyssa Young
12th Grade,
Parma Senior High School

In my junior year of high school, I was quite
insecure about myself and was gradually
beginning to despise the hobbies I once enjoyed
such as writing and drawing. It was not until I
was called down to the ofﬁce with three other
classmates, Eve Vishnick, Codie Moro and
Jeremy Wald in my Advanced Placement English
III class, that I would start my journey.

Leadership For Tomorrow from page 1

Students experience
the three branches of
local government on
their trip to Parma
City Hall and Parma
Justice Center.
Everyone starts out
in council chambers
and participates in a
mock city council
meeting. Then,
students meet the
mayor and learn
more about the
executive branch.
Finally, they take a
quick trip down the
road to learn about
the judicial branch
and participate in a
mock trial.

Dentzler Elementary School students
provide their input as residents at a
mock City Council meeting at Parma
City Hall as part of the Leadership For
Tomorrow program on February 22.

Some topics students
discussed in their
council meeting
included having all
students wear uniforms in school, placing a police ofﬁcer on a
bicycle near all school zones, and banning cell phone usage while
driving. At the justice center, a student was put on criminal trial for
not turning in homework on time.
“The partnership Cox has built with Leadership for Tomorrow is out
of tremendous respect for what the City of Parma has done to
engage young people in their pursuit of civic engagement,” said
Robert Brill, market vice president of Cox Communications. “We are
honored to support this program, and proud of the students who
have made a commitment to growing their knowledge and
awareness of local government.”
On February 22, it was Dentzler Elementary School’s turn to
participate in the program and about 80 students attended the trip.

(L-R): Parma Senior High School’s student
writers for the Monitor newsletter include
seniors Jeremy Wald, Corie Moro and Alyssa
Young. These writers have provided numerous
positive stories about what makes Parma Senior
High School special. Not pictured is Eve
Vishnick, also a senior.

Parma Senior High School Principal Leo
Spagnola had called us down to discuss a project
with the district’s Public Relations Department,
Dan Rajkovich and Amy Popik. We were chosen
to write for the Monday Morning Monitor, where
every month we would write a story based on
something happening around the school.
It was at this moment when I accepted the offer
that I ﬁnally felt part of something. For the next
two years, I came to realize what really goes on
around Parma Senior High. I had the opportunity
to speak to a young woman about her
accomplishment in wrestling, I learned of the
charitable events, and I even got to read stories
about teachers that I regret not meeting.
Until this project, I distanced myself from school,
but by listening and reading about what was
circulating around, I realized that I had the
power to present a positive image of Parma
Senior High. Much of the bad representation that
the school gets is undeserving, and these stories
prove it.

Emma Meyers and Lindsay Meriwether, fourth graders at Dentzler,
were selected to be council members for the program, and really
enjoyed the experience at both city hall and the justice center.
“My favorite part was when we did the skit at city hall and I learned
that you can be re-elected (to council) more than once,” Meriwether
described.
“I was really excited, but nervous,” Meyers added about sitting in
front of the audience and being a council member. “I also got to sit in
the mayors chair in his ofﬁce and I think my favorite part was the
skit with the judge at the justice center.”
For Jennifer Adrovet, fourth grade teacher at Dentzler, Leadership
For Tomorrow helped students better understand how government
works at the local level, taking what they discussed in the
classroom and applying it to the real world.
“We study all three levels of government and all three branches, but
it’s just nice to be able to show them what its really like instead of
just reading it in a book,” she shared. “The students all really loved
it and said they learned a lot.”
She even saw an improvement in student comprehension of the
topic, explaining that before the trip, she gave a vocabulary quiz
with the average score a 3 out of 10, and after the trip the average
score was 8 out of 10.
“I just think this was a great learning experience,” Adrovert
expressed. “It was great for them to see that the public does have a
voice and even to be in the courtroom because most of them have
never been in one before. It was cool to see them connect what they
learned in the classroom to the activities on this trip.”

All students have a voice and sometimes it just
takes a little help to get them heard. I remember
being the student that felt left out and never
See Student Writers on page 5
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Transportation from page 2

Currently, PCSD transportation uses the robocall
system to keep parents and guardians in the
loop. Twitter is not replacing the robocall, rather
supplementing the communication efforts by
sending out updates in a timelier way.
“Sometimes for a robocall to go out, it’s quite the
process,” Caputo shared. "This will be a way to
improve communication and get it out as quick as
possible.”
Twitter is a free service, and no account sign-up
is required in order to view the page. To view the
page directly, visit www.twitter.com/
PCSDBusInfo.
PCSD Transportation’s Twitter will also be
featured on the Parma City School District’s
website at www.parmacityschools.org/
transportation.
Caputo and the transportation staff encourage all
Parma parents to follow @PCSDBusInfo on
Twitter to receive quick and easy updates
throughout the school year in addition to the
PCSD Twitter @ParmaSchools.

Student Writers from page 4

VF Wrestling from page 3

Hoehn has applied to the
Air Force Academy and the
University of Toledo, and
plans to pursue a career in
the military either way
upon graduation. He
intends to become a
helicopter pilot, joining his
sister and brother as
members of our Armed
Forces.
With all of these goals in
front of him, Hoehn admits
his wrestling career might
be at an end.
“I’m always going to use
Valley Forge Senior John Hoehn walks
things I learned in
back to the center of the mat during a
wrestling,” Hoehn added.
matchup against GLC rival, Bay
“The conditioning and the
mental aspects, especially. Village on January 10.
It helped gear me up for
what I’m going to be doing,
which is why I’m glad I did this sport. It’s why I love this sport.
There’s really nothing like it. It pushes you to a point to where
you’re about to break, and then you push past that point...You get to
that breaking point, you push through that wall, then you feel like
you can do anything. You have as much strength as you need. It’s
crazy what wrestling can bring out of you.”
PTA Reﬂections from page 2

spoke up. With this platform, people are able to
see what is important to me and others.
In all honesty, my ﬁrst story was not up to par
with the basic outline of news writing, but no
good thing comes easy. With the help of
Rajkovich and Popik, I improved and persevered
because no great writer takes a mistake to heart
and no great leader allows failure to determine
their worth.
The positive stories I found while searching made
me realize that negativity gets the world
nowhere so I could either be the change the world
needs or ignore it like I was doing.
As I graduate in May, I will be able to look back
and realize how far I came as a student, as a
writer and as a person. Opportunity is few and
far between, so when it presents itself to you, I
would hope you would take it and change for the
better.
Good luck to the new student writers. I know
you’ll do Parma Senior High proud.

Superintendent from page 1

percent in classrooms that are exposed to
adequate natural lighting.”
Our next step in our journey toward construction
of new schools comes this Saturday as we will
tour North Olmsted Secondary Campus. We will
meet at 27413 Butternut Ridge Road at 10:30 AM
this Saturday, April 6.
Please join us to observe, ﬁrst hand, the concepts
we have been describing throughout this process
of consolidation.
Have a great week!
Charlie

“has helped students explore their own thoughts, feelings and ideas,
develop artistic literacy, increase conﬁdence and ﬁnd a love for
learning that will help them become more successful in school and
in life.”
The program has six arts categories: dance choreography, ﬁlm
production, literature, music composition, photography and visual
arts. There is also a division for students with disabilities called
Special Artist.
The theme for 2018-2019 was ‘Heroes Around Me’ and Parma City
School District students of all grades let their imagination soar with
about 75 submissions from the buildings. From there, 42 pieces
were selected from Parma Council of PTAs to move on to Ohio PTA
Reﬂections for judging.
Six PCSD students were acknowledged at the state level, with one
student advancing to the National PTA Reﬂections competition.
National PTA winners will be announced May 1.
Madison P. from Green Valley Elementary was awarded ﬁrst place
in Special Artist for visual arts and will move on to nationals.
Meredith R. from Normandy High School received second place for
dance choreography.
The state also gave honorable mentions to Olivia L. from Valley
Forge High School for ﬁlm production, Kailee W. from Ridge-Brook
Elementary for photography, Brookelyn O. from Green Valley
Elementary for visual arts and Nicholas C. from Green Valley
Elementary for visual arts.
All Ohio PTA winners will receive a certiﬁcate and ribbon for their
creative works, which will be displayed during the Ohio PTA
Convention April 12-14.
The 42 students from PCSD that were selected to move onto the
state level were honored at Parma Senior High in February during
PCPTAs Reﬂection Recognition Night. Students had their artwork
displayed in a slide show as well as received a certiﬁcate and ribbon
for their achievements.
“This year there were several out-of-the-box submissions and links
to the theme, which were very interesting,” Revay shared. “I think
this is a wonderful program and it’s always very valuable to be able
to embrace the arts programs in the district. I hope that all students
from each building continue to participate.”
The theme for 2019-2020 will be ‘Look Within’ and students are
encouraged to start thinking about their projects over the summer!
For more information, visit https://www.pta.org/home/programs/
reﬂections.
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