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A message from
Superintendent
Charles Smialek, Ph.D.

Support your schools and
students with districtwide
paper recycling program

We are making progress
with the consolidation of
our central ofﬁce staff. By
the time we have worked
through the multiple
layers of reductions,
creations of new positions,
and appointments of
individuals into new roles,
we will have reduced
central ofﬁce spending by
approximately $920,000,
allowing us to hire an
equivalent budgetary
amount in additional
support for our schools.

Each day, one person throws
away over one pound of paper
that could be recycled.
Now, thanks to recent changes
in the recycling program at
the PCSD, making a positive
difference for the environment
and supporting students in our
district has never been easier.

We have recently appointed the following
administrators:
• Assistant Superintendent: Tiffany Stropko:
Tiffany has devoted her career to the Parma
City Schools, from which she also graduated.
She has held multiple school principalships
(Hillside Middle School, Pleasant Valley) and
currently serves as the Assistant Director of
Human Resources, where she consistently
gains accolades for her collaborative approach
to leadership.
• Director, EMIS and Assessment: Deb Vanek:
Deb has built a proud career of serving our
district, fulﬁlling multiple school-based roles,
including the principalship of Normandy High
School. This year, Deb has already begun
leading our efforts to ensure accurate data
into the state’s EMIS system, allowing her to
gain much needed expertise as she assumes
this critical position at the beginning of next
school year.
• Director, Strategic Initiatives: Kristen
Plageman: Kristen currently directs our
Career Technical Education programs, a
responsibility she will continue next year in
this newly created position. Kristen has
helped to build our CTE programs into a true
gem of our school district, creating careerbased opportunities in which 38% of our
secondary students participated in the
2017-18 school year. Kristen will use these
organizational talents to oversee a broader
array of initiatives that can distinguish our
district from competitors.
• Coordinator, PASS: Jeff Cook: Jeff has also
dedicated his career to Parma students and
families. He has served in multiple roles,
including principal of Hillside Middle School
and director of Secondary Curriculum. Jeff’s
ability to communicate with many
stakeholders, including multiple sets of
principals and counselors, will be a distinct
advantage to he and our district as we build an
innovative program to serve students who
learn better through non-traditional means.
Have a great week!
Charlie

Everyone in the community is
invited to drop off their paper
recycling products at bins
located in parking lots of any
PCSD building, with proceeds
directly beneﬁting that
individual school and
students.

The PCSD is inviting the community
to recycle their paper products at
any PCSD school using outdoor bins,
like this. These bins are located at
each PCSD building and directly
beneﬁt those students.

Over the last two years, the
district had seen some
changes with the paper
recycling program. In 2017,
the Board authorized the
district to work with a local recycling company to receive 45 indoor
recycling totes. These totes were designed to facilitate more recycling
inside the buildings with students and staff. However, gone were the
outdoor recycling bins which many in the community had used
throughout the years.
In September of 2018, Chief Operating Ofﬁcer William Greene
presented to the Board a new plan, which brought back these outdoor
recycling bins along with some added beneﬁts for the schools.
“We had to make a change from the old system,” Greene explained. “It
really wasn’t working out. It was very labor intensive on the
See Paper Recycling on page 4

PCSD Kindergarten Registration this
week at Parma Branch Library on
Powers Blvd.; Nominations for PEA
Educator of the Year awards
• PCSD Kindergarten Registration is a convenient, fun way
for students and families to get registered for next school
year while learning more about school and the community.
This year, Kindergarten Registration will be held on March
6 and 7 at the Cuyahoga County Public Library Parma
Branch, 6996 Powers Boulevard in Parma. The event will
run from 7:30 am to 12:00 pm and 2:00 pm to 7:00 pm on
both days. Visit www.parmacityschools.org/studentservices
to learn about all the documents required for successful
registration.
• The Parma Education Association is now accepting
nominations for Educator of the Year, Special Educator of
the Year and the Helping Hand Award. This is a unique
opportunity for members of the community to recognize
excellence in teaching during this past school year.
Please complete the short, online form no later than March
25, 2019. These awards will be formally recognized at the
PEA Recognition Dinner. Link to form: https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/59HZQ3F
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What’s Up?
• Monday March 4:
• STEM Family Open House at Pleasant
Valley Elementary, 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM
• Tuesday March 5:
• C/B/S Member Meeting at University
Hospitals Health Education Building,
4:30 PM - 6:00 PM
• Valley Forge High School Choir Concert
Grades 8-12, 7:00 PM
• Wednesday March 6:
• PCSD Kindergarten Registration at
Parma Branch Library (Powers Blvd.)
7:30 AM - 12:00 PM, 2:00 PM - 7:00 PM
• Superintendent Town Hall Meeting at
Parma Heights Branch Library, 6:30 PM
• Thursday March 7:
• PCSD Kindergarten Registration at
Parma Branch Library (Powers Blvd.)
7:30 AM - 12:00 PM, 2:00 PM - 7:00 PM
• Superintendent Facebook Live Town Hall
Meeting, 11:30 AM - 12:30 PM
• Saturday March 9:
• Parma Council of PTAs Babysitting
Course at Parma Senior High School,
8:30 AM - 1:30 PM
• Monday March 11:
• Ridge-Brook Elementary School PTA
Meeting, 5:30 PM
• Strategic Consolidation Meeting at
Hillside Middle School, 6:30 PM
• Tuesday March 12:
• Greenbriar Middle School PTA Meeting,
6:30 PM - 7:30 PM
• Parma Senior High School Band and
Choir Contest Concert, 7:00 PM
• Wednesday March 13:
• Pleasant Valley Elementary PTA
Meeting, 9:30 AM
• Parma Senior High School Orchestra,
Jazz and Choir Concert, 7:00 PM
• Parma Council of PTAs General Meeting
at Parma Senior High School, 7:00 PM
Thursday
March 14:
•
John
Muir
Elementary School PTA
•
Meeting, 12:00 PM- 1:00 PM
• Green Valley Elementary School PTA
Meeting, 1:30 PM - 2:30 PM
• PCSD Board of Education Regular
Meeting, 7:00 PM

Want to ﬁnd out what’s up on your
school’s calendar?
Visit:
www.parmacityschools.org/calendar

Normandy swimming and diving
makes historic waves with
impressive 2018-2019 campaign
Normandy’s coed varsity
swimming and diving team
continues to rewrite the
history books for the
Invaders.
Last year, the team set 29
new school records as part
of a highly successful
2017-2018 season, ﬁnishing
with a 10-2 dual meet
record. This season, the
Invaders continued their
record-setting ways with a
number of student-athletes
having a very successful
run through the district and
state meets.

(L-R): Normandy seniors Eric
Norman and Megan Irwin, along
with junior Brandon Stoia, hold up
their Great Lakes Conference MVP
plaques from this season.

Seniors Megan Irwin and
Eric Norman along with
junior Brandon Stoia truly
led the Invaders to success
this season. All three were named Great Lakes Conference Most
Valuable Players, and all three qualiﬁed for the Northeast District
Tournament in late February.
The three swimmers agreed that the mental aspect of the sport is
incredibly challenging, maybe more than the physical aspect. From
having bad days which translate into bad practices, or having the
wrong mental mindset coming into a race, those challenges can
See Normandy Swimming on page 5

Global School Play Day provides
fun, games and teaches social
skills for Renwood students
Puzzles, board games, dolls,
action ﬁgures and other
popular toys ﬁlled each
kindergarten room at
Renwood Elementary
School for the 2019 Global
School Play Day.
Started in 2015, Global
School Play Day is a
grassroots effort that
promotes one day at school
of unstructured play time
for the whole day. There
are no organized lessons,
no technology, no screens
and no homework. It’s all
Kindergarten students at Renwood
about having fun and
got to play around with some Playpromoting the importance
Doh as part of the Global Day of Play
of play for young children.
on February 6.
According to the Global
School Play Day, over
535,000 students in over
70 countries participated this year.
LaShonda Abdussatar, principal at Renwood, said this was the ﬁrst
year the school decided to participate in the initiative, which was
held this year on February 6.
“We wanted to do this because we can learn a lot about how students
interact with each other and develop those important social skills at
a young age,” she said. “Something our kindergartners can struggle
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ICYMI @ PCSD:
Last Week on Parma
Schools Social Media
Like us on Facebook at:
facebook.com/parmaschools
Follow and tag us on Twitter:
@parmaschools
Follow us on Instagram:
@parmaschools

Valentine’s Day at Greenbriar
brings a lot of love into the school
Students from all grades at
Greenbriar Middle School
celebrated Valentine’s Day
this year by spending
quality time with the
inﬂuential women in their
lives.
“Valentine’s Day is about
spending time with the
people you love,”
expressed Terri Matelski,
intervention specialist and
student council adviser at
Greenbriar.
The school invited
students and their special
guests to join them for
refreshments and a rafﬂe
for “Special Ladies Day,” a
ﬁrst for Greenbriar.

Students at Greenbriar invited very
special guests in the school as part of
“Special Ladies Day” on Valentine’s
Day this year.

“We wanted people that are inﬂuential in the kids’ lives to attend,”
Matelski stated.
Over 300 remarkable women, including mothers, grandmothers,
aunts and special guests, ﬂooded the annex gym to celebrate
together before school started.
“This event was to help mothers and special ladies connect with
their students,” shared sixth grader and student council member
Lexi Q. Lexi was excited to bring her inﬂuential female, Serena
Prats, to spend the morning with her.

See Greenbriar on page 4

My PCSD Story:
Bryan Shaw, NHS ’04
Name: Bryan Shaw
High School: Normandy
Graduation Year: 2004
Current position: Meteorologist
How did your classes and/or
experiences at the Parma City
School District help you achieve
success in your career?
Meteorology has a strong focus in
math and physics. The classes I took
while in high school helped prepare
me for the heavy math and physics
course load of college.
Who was your favorite teacher and
how did they inspire you?
Mr. Lark, Mr. Nestoff, Mr.
Fitzpatrick, and Mr. Bulgrin. They
made classes fun for me. I didn’t
start to enjoy science classes until
Middle School.

Bryan Shaw, Normandy
class of 2004, is a
meteorologist with WEWS
Newschannel 5 in
Cleveland.

Looking back to your PCSD days,
what is one thing that you learned that has stayed with you
throughout your career?
See My PCSD Story on page 5
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Paper Recycling from page 1

custodian’s part, but then, it also excluded the
community from participating...We got virtually
nothing in terms of dollars and cents from the
company we were with, with the indoor bins. We
still had to have our district maintenance people
go around to each building and pickup what was
collected and taken. It really didn’t justify the
small amount of money that we got.”
NEW OUTDOOR
RECYCLING BINS
ACCEPTED ITEMS:

ITEMS NOT
ACCEPTED AT
RECYCLING BINS:

Newspapers
Magazines
Catalogs
Phone Books
Hard Cover Books
Soft Cover Books
Ofﬁce Paper
School Paper
Cardboard
Mail

Any type of plastic,
including bottles and
bags
Styrofoam
Glass
Metal
Aluminum
Trash

At the September 27, 2018 Board of Education
regular meeting, the Board approved working
with the River Valley Paper Company to place
over 30 bins throughout the district. Bins are
located at every building, outside in the parking
lots. Each PCSD high school and middle school
along with Pleasant Valley Elementary School,
have two bins for paper recycling. All other PCSD
elementary buildings have one bin.
Now, each school has the opportunity to earn
money for their building based on how many tons
of paper are recycled. The more paper that is
collected per month, the more money the school
receives.
“The community used it a lot prior to switching to
the indoor bins,” Kathy James, Administrative
Assistant with the PCSD Business Ofﬁce said. “We
had loads of calls from people asking why we
removed the bins. We want people to know we
have the outdoor bins back, and we want to invite
those folks back.”
“The check is sent to each individual building,”
Greene added. “The prior company it was one
lump sum, and it was next to nothing. Now, for
those buildings that want to publicize it and drum
up that support, they get rewarded for it.”
In addition to the outdoor bins, River Valley
continues to work with the PCSD to provide an
educational component for students, especially in
the elementary levels. They also regularly check
in with the buildings to ensure bins are not
overﬂowing or need some kind of replacement.
“We do this for three reasons,” Greene continued.
“One, that money is put back into the schools and
can be used in student activity accounts to bring
things in for the students. Two, it gets the
communities involved. You want to get rid of
those excess papers and mail, phone books and
that type of thing. Why not beneﬁt the school at
the same time? Number three is, it certainly
helps the environment.”

Parma High’s Katie Vento named
Cleveland Cavaliers “Head of the
Class” teacher in February
Katie Vento got quite
the surprise visit on
February 1.
Moondog and Cleveland
Cavaliers in-arena host,
Ahmaad Crump,
stopped by the Parma
Senior High Special
Education Teacher’s
classroom to announce
that she was named
Cleveland Cavaliers
Head of the Class for the
month of February.
“I did not know it was
for me,” Vento said of the Katie Vento, center, celebrates with
surprise. “I was just so
family and Cavaliers friends like
excited (Ahmaad and
Moondog, as winner of the “Head of
Moondog) were coming to the Class” award in February.
visit my class, let alone
bring me an award. It was
really awesome and I’m just so humbled.”
Her family also joined in on the celebration, which made the
morning even more special and memorable.
Vento received tickets to a Cavs game in February with VIP access,
presented the game ball at the beginning of the game at half court
and won $500 for her classroom.
“To be recognized for something you love to do is just icing on the
cake,” she shared. “I already love my job and for someone to
recognize that you are doing a good job makes it all worthwhile.”
She added that it’s a team effort in her classroom. The other
teachers and staff that she works with every day with students
deserve the recognition, too.
“This team is amazing, it’s not just me,” Vento expressed.
Greenbriar from page 3

“I’ve been to some events at Greenbriar before, but I like that today
was about all special ladies, not just mothers,” Prats stated. “I’m
glad it was me.”
Involving family and personal members in the students’ lives is an
important value for everyone at Greenbriar Middle School.
Faculty and staff were able to participate in “Special Ladies Day” by
directing guests and students through the halls and helping serve
cookies and drinks. Many special women were able to connect with
other inﬂuential women, like teachers, who have made a positive
impact on their students, as well.
Greenbriar principal Jill Schissler was happy to see everyone come
together for this occasion.
“At Greenbriar, we strive for a healthy organization and that most
certainly includes our community,” Schissler expressed. “I am very
proud of student council, Mrs. Matelski and our staff as well as our
parents who volunteered to help.”
A healthy organization, positive growth mindset and community are
some of the core values at Greenbriar that student council tries to
incorporate into their programming.
Matelski and her student council members have been extremely
active this year, holding events such as the Disabilities Awareness
Fair in January. They are already preparing for “Read Across
America Week,” which will take place the ﬁrst week in March.
“We want to be a healthy organization that involves parents and
people who have a positive growth mindset,” Matelski shared.
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Renwood from page 2

with is resolving issues. This environment
reinforces how to resolve conﬂicts and issues as
well as how to play with each other.”
Students could bring in any toy they wanted for
this special play day as well as play with the toys
that were available in the classrooms.
Kindergarten teachers played alongside the
children and were still in charge of the room, but
they left the whole day up to the students as to
what they wanted to play and who they would
play with.
“The curriculum is so strict that they don’t get a
chance to do this, so this has been really nice,”
shared Ashley Banes, a kindergarten teacher at
Renwood. “They are well behaved, making
choices, sharing, working together, socializing
and working out conﬂicts, so it’s been more than
just having fun, it’s been a learning experience,
too.”
She added she only had one rule for the day.
“I told my students that if you brought something
in, you have to let everyone play,” Banes said. “So
far it’s been working out great.”
Rebecca Midea, another kindergarten teacher in
the building, said having time for students to play
is very important.
“Kids need time to just be kids,” she expressed.
“It’s a day to let our students interact with each
other, learn from each other and just have fun.”

My PCSD Story from page 3

Normandy Swimming from page 2

truly have an adverse effect.
Helping underclassmen
through these times was
important for these three team
leaders.
“Swimming is a sport which
can really get into your head,”
Stoia explained. “Like they say,
it’s 90 percent mental. I
remember at ﬁnals at meets or
at our winter championship, I
would get really into my head
before races. I would compare
myself to the other swimmers
and ‘what if I don’t do this right
or what if I get disqualiﬁed?’ It
would really make me
nervous.”
But for each swimmer, the
season was not without its
struggles, and those struggles
lead to the creation of a stronger
team with stronger connections.
“We are all dedicating a lot of
time to this sport,” Norman said.
“I feel like we are really able to
understand each other and I feel
like that propagates really
genuine relationships. I really
cherish all of those relationships
I have made on the swim team.”

Normandy’s Erica Ebel holds up
her district award at the
February 16 tournament. Ebel,
along with senior Megan Irwin,
qualiﬁed for the state
tournament, becoming the ﬁrst
female athletes in swimming
and diving in the school’s 50
year history.

The leadership of these three swimmers truly set the Invaders on a
path to success at the district and state levels. At the district
tournament on February 16, both Irwin and Stoia qualiﬁed for the
state meet. In addition, junior Erica Ebel, a diver, also qualiﬁed. It
was the ﬁrst time in Invader history that two female swimming and
diving athletes qualiﬁed for state tournament.

During my senior year I took a physics elective
with Mr. Nestoff. The class involved doing
projects like bridge building and programming a
robot.

Stoia qualiﬁed for the state tournament by ﬁnishing 2nd in the 200
Individual Medley and 4th in the 100 breast stroke. Irwin also
qualiﬁed twice for the state tournament in the 500 freestyle and
200 freestyle events.

What does it say to you that seven of your
colleagues at WEWS graduated from the
Parma Schools?

Norman barely missed state qualifying by ﬁnishing ﬁfth in the 200
freestyle event. However, all three saved their best performance for
the end of the season, as they set school records for the team in
their respective events.

It is a nice bragging point. It is means a lot that
WEWS puts an emphasis on home grown talent. I
think it says something about Northeast Ohio
that so many of us want to stick around when
working can be done in 210 different cities.
What is one piece of advice you would give
students today regardless of the career path
they choose?
If you want something bad enough and work
hard enough, you can get there. College was
difﬁcult. I was never the smartest student, but I
worked hard and studied. I knew where I
struggled and made an effort to get the help I
needed.
What does the PCSD mean to you? Why are
you Parma proud?
People outside of Cleveland like to take ignorant
cheap shots at the city. Parma is the Cleveland of
Northeast Ohio. Those that have something
negative to say about Parma, likely haven’t
traveled through or been there in a long time.
What is one thing you want people to know
about you?
I always wanted to come back home to Cleveland.
I appreciated what other cities had to offer
during my travels but Cleveland always had a
certain charm that I missed. The rest of the
world is starting to ﬁgure that out.

In all, Normandy had seven podium appearances at the Northeast
District meet, while setting 12 school records.
The Invaders were well represented at the state meet the following
week. Irwin ﬁnished 15th in the state in the 200 freestyle event
while Stoia ﬁnished 13th in the 200 Individual Medley. Ebel
ﬁnished 23rd in the state in one meter diving. All three earned “AllOhio” honors.
As seniors, the passion and dedication of the sport will continue
next year for Irwin and Norman. Irwin will be swimming at the
University of Findlay for the Oilers and plans to study criminal
justice.
“The coach toured me around the campus,” Irwin explained of her
visit to Findlay. “I stayed at an overnight visit and I really like the
team and the overall facility there. And the pool is exactly like
Normandy’s, so it will feel like home.”
Norman, still undecided on his destination, wants to study
Biochemistry and still swim collegiately or at the club level. Some
of his choices include Lewis and Clark, New York University,
University of Pittsburgh and Boston University.
Entering next season, both Stoia and Ebel will be seniors, looking to
complete another successful season under the coaching of Chris
Thomas.
Judging by the most recent history, it would appear that
Normandy’s swimming and diving team will continue with their
successful and record setting ways.
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