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A message from
Superintendent
Charles Smialek, Ph.D.

Sign up now and create the
next great business idea at
Young Entrepreneurs Day

During our Master
Planning for Strategic
Consolidation meetings, we
have frequently used the
term “21st Century
Facilities” to describe the
new schools we aim to
build for our current and
future students. The
phrase can become
somewhat of a “buzzword”
and, thus, deserves
explanation.

All Parma City School District
students in third through sixth
grade have a unique
opportunity to be part of the
ﬁrst Young Entrepreneurs Day!

In the winter of 2018, a
diverse group of approximately 40 stakeholders
engaged in “Educational Visioning” to determine
what components future schools should include.
They concluded that our schools of the future
should:
• Feature ﬂexible and open spaces
• Include capacity for much technology
• Allow for student and teacher innovation
and collaboration
• Consist of adaptable, welcoming and
community-friendly environments
Over the last ﬁve weeks, we have visited two
sites, North Ridgeville Academic Center and
Strongsville Middle School, which help us to
better understand what these qualities actually
look like in practice. The difference between
these campuses and our current facilities is
striking and immediately noticeable to all who
enter.
Learning environments are organized into pods,
or studios, which all share a communal open
space for team-based lessons or student
presentations. Classroom walls easily recede to
allow teachers to collaborate as they instruct
their students. Furniture is mobile, allowing
students to easily, comfortably work with their
peers on projects. Windows are larger and more
numerous, allowing natural light to ﬂood
learning spaces. Entrances are fewer and more
strategically placed, allowing for safer, more
controlled access points to better ensure
student safety.
The best method for learning more about 21st
Century facilities is to visit a school designed to
incorporate the same ideas that our Educational
Visioning team identiﬁed last winter. We were
thrilled to have more than 50 residents and staff
members join us last Saturday morning.
The next opportunity for a visit to a new campus
comes Saturday, April 6. We will meet at 10:30
AM at North Olmsted Secondary Campus
(27301 Butternut Ridge Road).
We invite you to see the possibilities yourself!
Have a great week,
Charlie

Hosted by PCSD’s Career and
Technical Education
Department and sponsored by
University Hospitals Parma
Medical Center, this new,
individualized event will give
students the opportunity to
create a product or service and
market their business plan for PCSD students in grades 3 through
cash and prizes.
6 have the opportunity to create

the next great business idea at
“Through the Community
Connectors grant we received, Young Entrepreneurs Day in April.
one of the requirements was to Students interested must ﬁll out a
focus on entrepreneurship and form by March 1.
ﬁnancial literacy,” explained
Kristen Plageman, director of
Career and Technical Education at PCSD. “We have gotten this grant
for four years now, and for the ﬁrst three years, we really focused on
workforce development and college readiness with grades 6 through
12. This year we were able to focus on the younger students and
provide more programming for the elementary grades.”

This year, the district has already offered two ﬁnancial literacy
nights. Young Entrepreneurs Day will be an exciting event for
elementary and middle school students to be creative and learn new
skills.
Students who would like to participate in this program and event will
work through online curriculum available through CBS Connects.
There are seven modules that cover the following topics:
See Young Entrepreneurs on page 5

Nominations for PEA Educator of the
Year awards now be accepted; Camp
Invention this summer at Pleasant
Valley Elementary
• The Parma Education Association is now accepting
nominations for Educator of the Year, Special Educator of
the Year and the Helping Hand Award. This is a unique
opportunity for members of the community to recognize
excellence in teaching during this past school year.
Please complete the short, online form no later than March
25, 2019. These awards will be formally recognized at the
PEA Recognition Dinner. Link to form: https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/59HZQ3F
• Unmask your child’s creativity this summer in the all-new
Camp Invention program, Supercharged, where children
build conﬁdence, learn to collaborate and transform their
wild imaginations into epic creations. Campers in grades K-6
will learn creative problem-solving skills while coding and
programming futuristic robots, uncovering ancient fossils,
designing high-tech superhero gadgets and exploring radio
frequencies. For more information, visit
www.parmacityschools.org/summer.
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What’s Up?
• Monday February 25:
• Parma Senior High School PTSA Meeting,
6:00 PM - 7:00 PM
• Strategic Consolidation Meeting at Shiloh
Middle School, 6:30 PM
• Thursday February 28:
• Ridge-Brook Parent-Teacher Conferences
Night, 5:00 PM - 7:45 PM
• PCSD Board of Education Work Session
Meeting, 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM
• PCSD Board of Education Regular
Meeting, 7:00 PM
• Valley Forge High School Band/Orchestra
Concert Grades 9-12, 7:00 PM
• Saturday March 2:
• Parma Council of PTAs Babysitting
Course at Parma Senior High School,
8:30 AM - 1:30 PM
• Monday March 4:
• STEM Family Open House at Pleasant
Valley Elementary, 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM
• Tuesday March 5:
• C/B/S Member Meeting at University
Hospitals Health Education Building,
4:30 PM - 6:00 PM
• Valley Forge High School Choir Concert
Grades 8-12, 7:00 PM
• Wednesday March 6:
• PCSD Kindergarten Registration at
Parma Branch Library (Powers Blvd.)
7:30 AM - 12:00 PM, 2:00 PM - 7:00 PM
• Superintendent Town Hall Meeting at
Parma Heights Branch Library, 6:30 PM
• Thursday March 7:
• PCSD Kindergarten Registration at
Parma Branch Library (Powers Blvd.)
7:30 AM - 12:00 PM, 2:00 PM - 7:00 PM
• Superintendent Facebook Live Town Hall
Meeting, 11:30 AM - 12:30 PM
• Saturday March 9:
• Parma Council of PTAs Babysitting
Course at Parma Senior High School,
8:30 AM - 1:30 PM
• Monday March 11:
• Ridge-Brook Elementary School PTA
Meeting, 5:30 PM
• Strategic Consolidation Meeting at
Hillside Middle School, 6:30 PM

Want to ﬁnd out what’s up on your school’s
calendar?
Visit:
www.parmacityschools.org/calendar

John Muir builds positive
relationships for students with
Viking Connection
For the past two years,
students and staff have been
involved in a school program
called Viking Connection.
This program connects a
student who might need a
little extra support,
encouragement or just
someone to talk to, with a
staff member in the building.
“It’s really simple for us. It’s
just trying to ﬁnd another
way for students to connect
with someone in the building
and have a positive
connection with that person,”
Karl Schneider, principal at
To make positive connections
John Muir, shared on starting within the building, John Muir
Viking Connection.
Elementary staff spend time with

He said the idea came from a students as part of the Viking
Connection program, located in the
Valley Forge program called
Graduation Guardians, where school’s media center.
high school students were
paired up with staff to make
sure students were on track to graduate on time.
At John Muir, the focus is on building relationships, and the goal is
to have the child feel comfortable talking to a staff member if they
need anything while at school.
See Viking Connection on page 4

Greenbriar’s Disability
Awareness Fair brings important
lessons to school and students
Students at Greenbriar
Middle School recently
learned a little more about
disabilities.
On January 29, the school’s
student council organized a
Disabilities Awareness Fair
in which every student in
the school participated
during their lunch period.
“This was the ﬁrst year we
did this here,” shared Terri
Matelski, intervention
specialist and student
council adviser at
Greenbriar. “I had done this
years ago at Dentzler
Elementary with Janet
Smith, who works here with
me, and I thought we should
bring it back.”

Greenbriar’s Assistant Principal,
Todd Griffen, sits with students to
learn more at the school’s Disability
Awareness Fair.

Students were invited to one of eight stations to learn more about a
type of disability. Each station had an activity that raised awareness
on what it might be like to have that type of disability.
Stations included learning disability, speech and language disability,
visual impairment, ﬁne motor disability and hearing impairment.
See Disability Awareness on page 4
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ICYMI @ PCSD:
Last Week on Parma
Schools Social Media
Like us on Facebook at:
facebook.com/parmaschools
Follow and tag us on Twitter:
@parmaschools
Follow us on Instagram:
@parmaschools

Amanda Guzzo builds student
creativity at Parma Senior High
by Codie Moro
12th Grade,
Parma Senior High School

The Art Wing of Parma Senior
High School has very talented
and creative teachers, one of
which is Amanda Guzzo.
Guzzo teaches an eighth grade
elective course called Crafts, as
well as Art I, which is offered
Amanda Guzzo, in her fourth year
to students in grades 8
through 12.
at Parma Senior High School, was

inspired to teach art while she was

“So far it's been a positive one,” a high school student.
she shared on teaching eighth
grade as well as her
experience at Parma Senior High. “This my fourth year here and it
is for sure the best place I’ve been so far.”

Prior to coming to Parma, Guzzo has taught for several years at all
levels, Kindergarten through college, to a wide-variety of students.
“I was in Catholic schools, charter schools and at Cleveland State
University,” she shared. “I loved it, but it was part time, and they
were weeding out their art education classes.”
She was inspired to become an art teacher by her own experiences
as a student.
See Parma Art on page 5

Normandy High School’s unique
music curriculum is for all
students
by Rut Muzychuk
11th Grade,
Normandy High School

Normandy High School offers
students the ability to learn and
master a wide variety of art
forms, one of them being music.
Students who enter Normandy
High School have the opportunity
to enroll in over ﬁve different
classes all relating to music, with
unique concert opportunities
available.
“The concert experience here at
Normandy for the band and
orchestra students is much
different from the usual high
school concert experience,”
explained Pete Zaremba, the
school’s band and orchestra
teacher.

Rut Muzychuk, a member of the
Normandy High School
Orchestra, performs at a recent
concert. The orchestra is under
the direction of Peter Zaremba.

“Being from a professional background myself, my expectations are
high for the students,” Zaremba said. “From preparation, to song
choice, to production, to performance, we treat the experience as
though we are preparing for Blossom or Quicken Loans Arena. The
students walk away from their performances feeling the
exhilaration of a true professional experience.”
See Normandy Music on page 5
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Viking Connection from page 2

“We are trying to make sure that students who
are part of this program know that when they
walk into the building there is someone they can
talk to, count on, and just feel good about going to
if they have a problem, issue or need help,”
Schneider expressed. “We want them to be
successful and help set them up for success
throughout their school career.”
There are about 20 students currently in the
program that typically check in every week with
their Viking Connection staff member. There are
fun group activities for students and teachers to
get to know each other better.
This program helps to address the needs of the
whole child: academic, behavioral and social,
Schneider explained.
“That’s the most important thing, we want every
student to have a good experience,” he added.
“We want kids to look forward to coming to
school, to like school, to feel good about the
teachers who are here and to have good
connections with the people in the building. If
they do feel like all those things are true, they
will do better in school and work harder.”
The staff at John Muir have embraced the
program and were eager to volunteer for the
opportunity to provide more support to students
in the building.
“The teachers love it,” John Muir’s
Administrative Intern Rachelle Porter added.
“They enjoy working with different students, and
the students seem to enjoy it, too.”
Chrissy Kruczek, ﬁrst-grade teacher at John
Muir, has been part of the program since it
started, and has been connected with two
students each year.
“It gives me a chance to reconnect and keep
connected with the kids I’ve had in my
classroom,” she expressed. “It’s the kids at our
school who need us the most and often the kids
who need us the most ask for it in unkind ways.
But, when you get them one-on-one and talk to
them, they are still the same kids, just dealing
with more grown-up problems. I love that this
program gives me the chance to work one-on-one
with the kids who need me the most.”

Disability Awareness from page 2

“Some of the activities we
had were wearing goggles
with Vaseline while putting
together a puzzle, watching
sign language videos with a
quiz, and putting in fake
teeth and trying to recite the
ABCs,” Matelski described.
“It’s really trying to have
students feel what it’s like to
have a disability and walk in
someone else’s shoes.”
Corey McCreight, a ﬁfthgrader and student council
member at Greenbriar was
leading the ﬁne motor skills
disability activity.

All students at Greenbriar Middle
School engaged at one of eight
stations at the Disability
Awareness Fair on January 29.

“A ﬁne motor skills disability
can be when a student can’t
use their hands very well, so
they struggle with activities like writing, drawing, tying shoe laces,
eating and many others,” he described. “The activity here at this
table is students need to wear winter gloves and try to sort coins in
color order and size order.”
McCreight added that having an event like the Disability Awareness
Fair was good for his school.
“It’s important to show people who don’t have any of these
disabilities how it feels and how hard life can be with those
disabilities,” he expressed.
Matelski said she hopes to keep the Disabilities Awareness Fair
going as an annual event and would like to see student council take
on more leadership roles in the event.
Next year, student council might look at ways to have student visit
more stations and perhaps offer more activities. There was also an
idea to focus on abilities and things students with disabilities can do,
not just what they can’t do or maybe have a harder time completing,
she added.
“I just want students to have more compassion, awareness and
understanding for students who have disabilities,” she expressed. “I
also want to promote inclusion and help students realize there are
students in their classroom who have disabilities. Sometimes you
can’t look at a student and know that they have a learning disability,
reading disability or a writing disability. Maybe now, since they got
to experience it, they will be more accepting other students who
have these types of disabilities.”

She added that Viking Connection allows her to
be there for her students both academically with
classwork and socially by solving problems they
might have during the school day.
“I don’t have to hunt my mentees down, they are
waiting and ready to go,” she said. “I want to be
there to help make school easier for them. They
come once a week during their lunch, eat lunch
with me and we just talk. I want them to know
I’m here for them.”
“It just takes one adult to care to make a
difference. Why not be that to our kids?” Kruczek
further shared.

Career and Technical Education students had very successful
regional competitions. 30 Medical and Dental students, 20
Cooperative Marketing Management/DECA students and 29
Business Management and Networking students are advancing to
their respective state competitions! Congratulations to all!
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Normandy Music from page 3

Young Entrepreneurs from page 1

Although it is recommended to continue music
from middle school to high school, students can
easily take the highly popular band or orchestra
course when they are a freshman, sophomore,
junior or even a senior.

•
•
•
•
•

Music also has many beneﬁts, whether students
use their voice, play a brass instrument, or jam
out in the string section. Music ﬁne tunes and
sharpens hearing, allowing students to begin to
differentiate pitch, which becomes a neat little
trick. Music programs also help students in a
variety of other subjects and classes.

The Young Entrepreneurs Day event will be held on April 6, 2019, at
Normandy High School. Students in the program will show off their
ideas to judges and the public through a tri-fold business board.

Becoming an Entrepreneur
Brainstorming Business Ideas
Creating a Business Name, Logo and Slogan
Creating a Marketing Plan
Creating a Budget Plan

“This is a cost-free event for the students who would like to
participate,” Plageman said. “We will provide all the markers, paper,
supplies and tri-fold boards. We will also be giving each student who
is part of the event a t-shirt as well as breakfast the morning of the
event.”
Another feature of the event will be presentations and panel
discussions with local entrepreneurs.
“We will be having our marketing students be judges for this event.
We will also have a night at Valley Forge for participating students
to ask questions or get support for their project,” Plageman shared.
“CBS Connects will be in the buildings offering opportunities from
now until the event to support students, as well.”

Members of the Normandy High School have the
opportunity to perform in a number of colorful
ways and venues. The group is under the
direction of Peter Zaremba.

“It is not coincidental that students involved in
music excel inside and outside the classroom,”
Zaremba said. “Music teaches each individual
student the power of their own individual
creativity. Creativity is an essential tool when
problem solving, which is what we all do every
minute of every day… The students that make up
our band and orchestra program are among the
students that achieve the highest academics in
the school”
The music family in Normandy is also very
connected. There are many friendships formed,
inside the practice room and outside the building.
Friendships last, and these social beneﬁts really
help students improve their school outlook, their
overall mood, as well as their grades.
“Music programs also teach invaluable social
skills and life lessons that are essential, and
needed, if we are going to be successful in today’s
society,” Zaremba added.
It is an important to emphasize for students that
music programs can supplement and add to your
other interests. Students do not need to worry
about sacriﬁcing a sport or a longtime club, or
even an afterschool job. The music program is
beyond ﬂexible.
“Music can also be summed up in one word, fun!”
Zaremba exclaimed.

Students who would like to participate in this program and Young
Entrepreneurs Day need to submit an ‘Intent to Participate’ form by
March 1. Students will then complete online modules and submit
their ﬁnal registration with booth information and their business
idea by March 15. Forms, online module access and more
information about Young Entrepreneurs Day can be found at
www.cbsconnects.org.
“We want to instill entrepreneurship curriculum in young
students,” Plageman expressed. “Entrepreneurship is everything.
From marketing yourself to marketing a product or goods, these
are beneﬁcial skill sets to learn. I think this is going to be a really
cool event.”

Parma Art from page 3

“I had a really positive experience in high school because I had a
pretty awesome art program,” Guzzo recalled. “The teachers were
just amazing and they pushed us to be better. I always wanted to be
like my one art teacher because she helped me grow and appreciate
art. I want to do that for kids who were like me.”
She added that up until participating in the art program at her high
school, she never considered becoming a teacher. In fact, she
thought she would pursue a career in the medical ﬁeld.
Guzzo hopes that she also makes a difference in her students’ lives,
like her teachers did. In addition, as she teaches new skills and ideas
to her students, she said she never stops learning, too.
“I deﬁnitely learned to be more patient, and I’m still learning,” she
expressed. “I've learned to take my cues from the kids and tailor to
each kid as an individual. It may appear that we lecture but we
really have to know the kids and develop innovative ways to explain
and get information across.”
Art teachers are vital as they help students understand the
importance of art and the value it holds in society. They instill in the
minds of young students values they will need as they grow and
experience life.
Parma Senior High students are lucky to have such passionate art
teachers, like Guzzo, working to help students express themselves
and teach valuable lessons along the way.
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