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A message from
Superintendent
Charles Smialek, Ph.D.

Valley Forge High School
Vietnam Memorial will honor
alumni who sacrificed

After much consideration,
senior administrators and
the Parma Board of
Education have
collectively decided to
pursue avenues other than
the conversion of Renwood
Elementary School for the
initiation of an
Opportunity Center. We
continue to believe that we
must work to introduce
additional options into our
continuum of Least
Restrictive Environments
for our children with disabilities.

by M Powers
11th Grade,
Valley Forge High School

This addition is critical for both educational and
financial reasons. However, after reflecting upon
the many considerations that this proposal has
generated both internally and from parents and
community members, we believe it best to
explore options that do not include the
conversion of any currently operating schools.
The meeting scheduled for parents of children
with disabilities on Tuesday, February 5 at 6:30
PM (Parma Senior High School’s Little Theater)
will continue as planned. Representatives of our
district hope that parents will provide their
perspectives of special education services and
help us to begin the planning process for
opening an Opportunity Center in the near
future.
This process has affirmed our belief in the
strength of the social fabric which unites our
school district. It was inspiring to see so many
Renwood parents and community parents speak
so passionately about their school.

On April 30, 1975, the
Vietnam War ended and with
it came great loss. People
from all over the United
States joined the fight, but
many of those brave men and
women were unable to come
back.
Those who made the ultimate
sacrifice should never be
forgotten. That’s why, for the
past two years, the Valley
Forge History Club has been
working on a special project
to install a memorial to honor
and remember 15 alumni who
died during the Vietnam War.

One of the planned Vietnam memorials
for Valley Forge High School. The
memorial will pay tribute to 15 Patriot
alumni who perished during the
Vietnam War while serving in the
Armed Forces.

“The level of commitment of the students has been both surprising
and refreshing,” shared Amy Byrne, Valley Forge teacher and history
club adviser. “The core group of students that initiated the project
were freshmen when it began, and now they are juniors. Although
they are much busier with vocational programs, jobs and other
obligations, they are still equally committed to seeing this through to
completion.”
There is currently a small memorial in the school for those who gave
their lives in service to our country. However, students in the History
Club thought they could do more to honor these brave alumni, which
See Vietnam Memorial on page 5

We hope that we can capitalize on this
momentum to invigorate our Master Planning
for Strategic Consolidation process. Our next
meeting will occur Monday, February 11 at 6:30
P at Ridge-Brook Elementary School. All are
welcome to lend their voice to this exciting
process.

Sign up for PTA Festival of the Tables,
deadline is February 8; PTA is
seeking Outstanding Educator and
Helping Hands Nominations

On a personal level, I recognize even better now
how so many members of our school
communities have built such a strong sense of
resiliency during their Parma experiences. I
have found both our levy defeat and the
experience of proposing to convert Renwood
into an Opportunity Center to be both educative
and humbling.

• Support students throughout the PCSD at the 8th annual
Parma Council of PTAs Festival of Tables on February 16,
2019 at Holy Spirit Party Center, 5500 West 54th Street in
Parma. If you are interested in “hosting” a table, you must
register before February 8.

However, in the same manner that our staff
members and families have found ways to “make
it work” in our schools when challenged by
budget cuts, personnel loss and community
strife, I, too, will reflect, assimilate, and,
ultimately, continue to find means of improving
our district.
Our Master Planning efforts seem to be gaining
notoriety and our administrative realignment
promises to provide much needed support to our
schools. I continue to be excited about our
future!

For more information, please visit
www.parmacityschools.org/pta
• The Parma Council of PTAs is accepting nominations for
Outstanding Educator of the Year and the Helping Hands
Award through February 10.
Nominate a teacher or staff members that go above and
beyond in their respective building. Last year, Ridge-Brook
Elementary School Principal Steve Perry was nominated and
became the District 12 Educator of the Year.
Nominate your staff members by printing out the nomination
form at: https://www.parmacityschools.org/Page/6688
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What’s Up?
• Tuesday February 5:
• Parma Council of PTAs Scholarship
Workshop, 5:30 PM
• Meeting for Parents of Students with
Multiple Disabilities, Autism at Parma
Senior High School auditorium, 6:30 PM
• Wednesday February 6:
• Parma Council of PTAs General Meeting
at the PCSD Hanna Building, 9:30 AM
• Parma Council of PTAs Scholarship
Workshop, 11:30 AM
• Thursday February 7:
• Green Valley Elementary PTA Meeting,
9:30 AM
• John Muir Elementary PTA Meeting,
12:00 PM
• Hillside Middle School Parent-Teacher
conferences, 5:00 PM - 7:45 PM
• Pleasant Valley Elementary ParentTeacher conferences, 5:00 PM - 7:45 PM
• Pleasantview First Step Parent
Conference night, 5:00 PM-7:30 PM
• Parma Park Elementary School ParentTeacher conference night, 5:00 PM8:00 PM
• PCSD Board of Education Regular
Meeting, 7:00 PM
• Friday February 8:
• Ridge-Brook Elementary School PTA
Meeting, 9:30 AM
• Parma Council of PTAs Father/Daughter
Dance at Parma Senior High School,
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
• Monday February 11:
• Strategic Consolidation Meeting at
Ridge-Brook Elementary School,
6:30 PM-8:00 PM
• Tuesday February 12:
• Hillside Middle School PTA Meeting,
9:30 AM - 1);30 AM
• Wednesday February 13:
• Parma Senior High School Parent/
Teacher Conferences, 5:30 PM - 8:15 PM
• Pleasant Valley Elementary School PTA
Meeting, 7:00 PM
• Normandy High School PTSA Meeting,
7:00 PM
• Thursday February 14:
• Normandy High School Cheer Clinic for
Grades K-8, 5:30 PM - 7:30 PM
• Valley Forge High School PTSA Meeting,
7:00 PM
• Saturday February 16:
• Strategic Consolidation Meeting at
Parma Branch Library on Powers Blvd.,
10:00 AM

Parma Senior High School’s
Philosophy Club asks the tough
questions
by Jeremy Wald
12th Grade,
Parma Senior High School

Is our universe real? Do we
have free will? Is there life
after death?
These questions and more are
what the Parma Senior High
Philosophy Club will be asking
as they investigate the nature
of knowledge and share their
love of wisdom.
Philosophy Club was formed by
two Parma High students,
Logan O’Lasky and Jacob
Rhyand, when they first
sought to discuss their affinity
for knowledge and social
sciences with a book club. They
later decided a club dedicated
strictly to philosophy was the
best course of action.

Members of the Parma Senior
High School Philosophy Club meet
Mondays after school to discuss
and debate a number of subjects,
drawing the attention of other
students and teachers.

“I’ve always wanted to start a club in high school,” remarked
Rhyand, co-president of the Philosophy Club.
See Philosophy Club on page 4

Normandy English students
connect with best-selling author
to learn about Flint water crisis
by Erin Stocks
English Department
Normandy High School

Literature is coming alive at
Normandy High School!
Students in Sarah Kelly’s and Erin
Stocks’ AP Language and
Composition courses were recently
treated to an engaging virtual field
trip to meet a 2018 New York
Normandy students had the
Times best-selling author.
During the fall semester, students
were assigned to read Dr. Mona
Hanna-Attisha’s best-selling text,
“What the Eyes Don’t See: A Story
of Crisis, Resistance, and Hope in
an American City.”

opportunity to learn with Dr.
Mona Hanna-Attisha during a
Skype session on December 6.
Hanna-Attisha has worked for
years to bring clean water to
the residents of Flint,
Michigan.

On December 6, students were
excused from their third period
classes and reported to the auditorium to participate in a Skype
conference call. Kelly and Stocks, along with student Suney
Cedeno, used Twitter to arrange for students to chat with HannaAttisha.

See Normandy on page 4
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ICYMI @ PCSD:
Last Week on Parma
Schools Social Media
Each week, we will highlight some of the great
things going on throughout the PCSD!
Follow and tag us on Twitter:
@parmaschools
Like us on Facebook at:
facebook.com/parmaschools
Follow us on Instagram:
@parmaschools

PCSD students work together to
serve the community during
Martin Luther King, Jr. weekend
This year, students from the
Parma Senior High and Valley
Forge 21st Century Learning
Centers took time to give back
to their community around
Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
After school on January 18, a
group of students partnered
up with the MyCom Youth
Group to assemble comfort
cases for children who are
emergency-removed from
their families and placed in
foster care.

Students from the 21st Century

“We decided to create these
after school program assembled
cases when we found out that
comfort cases for children who are
2,499 children are in custody placed in foster care.
of the county and 1,906 of
those children have been
emergency-removed from their families,” shared Megan Drozda,
program manager and site coordinator for the Valley Forge
Learning Center. “This means that they may not have had the
opportunity to pack a bag of their belongings or they fill a trash bag
with their belongings. We wanted to create a bag that would allow
the child to have hygiene items of their own, and we hoped this
would help to relieve some anxiety for the children entering foster
care.”

See MLK Service Project on page 4

My PCSD Story:
Michael Jaszczak,
PSH ’80
Name: Michael Jaszczak
School: Parma Senior High
Graduation Year: 1980
College, Major(s), Degree(s)
Earned, Graduation:
Case Western Reserve University
and the Cleveland Institute of Art,
B.S. Art Education
Kent State University, M.A., M.F.A
(Metalsmithing and Enameling)
Current Position:
Art Teacher and Department
Chair, Parma Senior High. I am the
President of the Parma Senior
High Alumni Association and a
member of the PCSD Foundation
Board.
How did your experiences at
Parma City School District help
you to achieve success in your
career today?
I entered Schaaf Junior High in
the 7th grade. Before then, I

Michael Jaszczak, a 1980
graduate of Parma Senior High
School, is currently an Art
Teacher and Department Chair
at his alma mater.
See My PCSD Story on page 5

3

Philosophy Club from page 2

“I wanted to start the club with Jacob because I have always found
that type of study interesting,” added O’Lasky. “I didn’t realize until
I actually started looking in to (philosophy) that there were are so
many different ways of looking at the world. Everything from
idealism and materialism to the concept of free will.”
The Philosophy Club is a place for peers to voice their opinions and
thoughts on the world around them. The club has open discussions
about a variety of topics, some of which might be controversial. The
members agree that their disagreements have brought them closer
to new answers.
“I know everyone won’t see eye to eye, and I think that’s the beauty
of the club,” said O’Lasky.

To recognize outstanding behavior and good
grades, students in the eighth grade at Valley
Forge High School were treated to celebratory
doughnuts during first period. Last quarter,
students were treated to ice cream sundaes
prepared by teachers. Students from each house
at Valley Forge are recognized each month for
success in English, Math, Science and Social
Studies.
MLK Service Project from page 3

The 21st Century Learning Centers received the
ServeOhio Martin Luther King Day of Service
Grant, to help make this project possible, along
with generous donations from the community.
“The main focus of the grant was to support
projects that create or improve community
assets or infrastructure such as parks, schools,
senior centers, community gardens or lowincome homes through community volunteer
engagement,” Drozda explained. “We could use
the grant for supplies and materials as well as
volunteer support.”
Students collected a variety of personal care
items, such as shampoo, conditioner, deodorant,
toothbrushes, toothpaste, combs and hair
brushes for the project. They also collected socks,
coloring books, crayons, books, small toys and
baby care items. Staff and community members
throughout the district were invited to donate to
the cause.
In total, student volunteers created and donated
66 full comfort cases, as well as multiple bags of
extra supplies that could be handed out as
needed for emergencies.
“This was an important project for our
community because all of these children in foster
care live in our county and many of them in live
in our city,” Drozda expressed. “We were able to
help provide comfort to children who may be
these students’ peers and experiencing a hard
time. I want my students to learn that there are
children in our community who may be
experiencing hard times and we need to help
them any way we can.”
She added that she hoped students who
participated in this project reflected and realized
the need to give back to their community.
“I also hope that the students learned to be kind
to one another because you never know what
anyone else is experiencing,” Drozda said.
“Students learned a bit more about the foster
care system, as well, and how it is not a negative,
as the main goal is for families to work together
for reunification.”

Anything related to philosophy is open for discussion at meetings.
When the group meets on Mondays after school, they base the
discussion on the chosen topic for the day. Club members educate
themselves on the issue, then constructively argue for their side of
thinking.
“Our goal as a club is to teach the students at Parma Senior High
things they would simply not learn from a class,” Rhyland
explained. “But, we also want to give them the tools to ask
themselves questions about life and form their own opinions.”
Since the Philosophy Club is new, it has sparked the interest of both
students and teachers in the building. A few teachers have sat in on
a couple of meetings to hear the thoughts of their former and
current students.
They have expressed their admiration for the group as they witness
their lessons being used to answer the world’s unanswered
questions.
“The end goal is to learn, to think of new ideas, to be exposed to new
ideas and to grow from it,” O’Lasky shared. “I want it to be a
learning experience.”

Normandy from page 2

Students prepared questions ahead of time and were able to ask
their question via the computer in real time. Students took turns
approaching Hanna-Attisha to greet her and ask their questions.
Emma Paoletta, a student in Stocks’ class said, “It was really
interesting to meet her one-on-one. I came to understand more
about her opinions and her journey to save the children of Flint,
Michigan.”
The experience was very special because Hanna-Attisha seemed
genuinely excited to speak to the students, and took the time out of
her busy schedule at the children’s clinic in Flint to meet with them.
Hanna-Attisha is best known as the “whistle-blower” for the Flint
water crisis. A pediatrician serving in the impoverished town of
Flint, Michigan, Hanna-Attisha has worked tirelessly to bring clean
water to her patients. In 2012, unusually high levels of lead were
detected in many of her patient’s blood- their water was essentially
poisoned. The government of Michigan initially did not recognize
this as a problem and refused to take responsibility for cleaning up
the water source.
In her book, she tells the story of her fight for these children, as well
as the adversity she faced while trying to find a solution to this
problem.
The English Department is hopeful that there will be more Skype
interviews with authors, as it was an enriching and worthy
experience for the students. The teachers enjoyed getting to know
this author as well, especially getting to work with an author on a
more personal level. Stocks even worked together with HannaAttisha to design the students final assessment of the text.
The students of AP Language and Composition are currently
collaborating with the Digital Media and Creative Arts program at
Normandy to create an electronic “thank-you” video to send to
Hanna-Attisha because they were so grateful for this experience.
This encounter gave the students a chance to interact with the text
in a unique and engaging way that will likely not be forgotten.
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Vietnam Memorial from page 1

struggled with school. The caring faculty and staff helped me
understand that I could do well in school. During the three years
there, and the three at Parma High, I saw firsthand the role models
that have made me a caring teacher. The arts classes provided me
experiences that have permeated my life’s work. I am an artist
because of the PCSD.

is how this project
all started.
“Students have
spent much of their
time conducting
research to find out
as much as they
can about the lives
and service of the
alumni to
memorialized,”
Byrne described.
“They have also
gained a
tremendous
amount of real
world experience
along the way.
They had to
market the project,
plan fundraisers,
participate in
public relations
events with
community groups
and veterans’
groups, and get a
sense of what project
development looks
like from beginning
to end.”

My PCSD Story from page 3

What is your favorite school memory growing up?
There were a few teachers that inspired me. Bob Rewalt inspired me
to become an art teacher. James Mayer taught me that I could be
anything that I wanted to be. He taught a very shy young man that
he could get in front of a large group of people and talk. In our acting
group “Troupers”, he once cast me as Bottom in “A Midsummer
Night’s Dream.” He told me that he cast me in the role because he
would never cast me in that role. He wanted me to push myself
portraying a character that I would find very difficult. And while it
was difficult at first, when I finally “let go” and became the
character, it was incredibly fun. It is one of the most powerful
learning experiences I could have had.

The Vietnam Memorial
will be placed outside of
the Valley Forge, for the
entire community to see.
Students and staff raised
about $10,000 for this
project.

Determined to make
this a meaningful addition to the school, students
worked hard to collect donations and gained the
community’s support. In total, the group has
raised about $10,000 to place an outdoor
memorial in front of the school by the flag pole.
“We could not have imagined how much support
we would receive for this memorial,” Byrne
expressed. “We all knew this project was
important and long overdue. However, we didn't
realize how important and meaningful this was
going to be to so many. Several letters and emails
have come in from alumni, veterans, community
groups, and the friends and family of these young
men. All share a different sentiment but each
included messages of gratitude and
encouragement for our work.”
The granite monument will be in three parts. The
first part will list the names of those from Valley
Forge who died defending our country. The
second part depicts the emblems of each branch
of the military. The third part is a quote from
Clark Dugan, VF Class of ’67. It states, “The only
tribute you could pay, and I can still pay, is to
remember.”

Looking back to your school years, what is one thing you learned
that has stayed with you throughout the years?
How to be inspired to continue to learn and grow as an artist and
individual.
What does PCSD mean to you?
The Parma Schools has been my home. I met my wife at Parma High.
As a student, I learned that I could do anything. As an artist, it
taught me that that I can always challenge myself. As an employee,
it allowed me to work with incredible staff and students. It also
provided the opportunity to serve in a variety of leadership roles
that have made a 29-year career very fulfilling.
What is one thing you want people to know about you?
I am very proud of my children. Both have become wonderful
teachers. My daughter became a fourth generation Art teacher, and
my son is the Band Director at Parma High!
Why are you Parma Proud?
I think of how different my life could have been without the
experiences I had growing up. The opportunities that I had in school
have made me an advocate for my students to have the same. Parma
was, and is, a great place to grow up!
Do you know an alumni who we should highlight? Do they have a
great story PCSD story to tell? E-mail us with contact information
at monitor@parmacityschools.org and let us know!

The goal is to have the memorial finished and
installed by May 2019.
“What's really cool is the man who owns the
company that the club planned to hire, Kotecki
Family Memorials, turned out to be a graduate of
Valley Forge, and a veteran,” Byrne said.
There will be a celebration at the school once the
memorial is fully installed. The school plans to
invite American Legion members, Vietnam
veterans, and families and friends of those who
have passed.
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