September 5th, 2019

Ridge-Brook Review
Steve Perry- Principal

Ridge-Brook Families,
Welcome back to school! Thank you to everyone who showed up at
our annual PCSD kickoff event at Byer’s Field. We had an amazing turn out for
all of our schools. We even had a prize wheel that kids loved spinning and
winning prizes. I hope you had a great time as well!
Every year I remind parents of our drop off and pick up procedures.
This is especially helpful for new families. The pick-up procedures are the
same as last year. This means that K/1 students are picked up outside the
kindergarten rooms on Manhattan Ave. and all other students are either
bused or picked up by parents in our parking lot. If you park your car in our
school’s parking lot or if you park on the side streets, we ask that you
personally walk your child back to your car; this is for the safety of your
child. The ONLY exception to these procedures this year is that we now have
an exit on Marlborough Ave. This is an EXIT ONLY and is NEVER an entrance.
So when you drop off in the morning or pick up in the afternoon, you will
come through the front entrance as you typically do, but will then exit at
the Marlborough Ave. exit. This has made a huge improvement in the safety
of our students. If you have any questions, feel free to talk to any of our bus
duty personnel who are outside in the morning and afternoon.
I also want to take this opportunity to welcome Mr. Zack Kantouros as
our new Dean of Students. In this role, Mr. Kantouros will be directly involved
and lead our PBIS initiatives, handle student discipline and provide contact
home to parents when necessary. He comes to us with a great deal of
experience and shares our vision here at Ridge-Brook, of connecting with our
students, building positive relationships and help our students become
amazing leaders. Please say hi to him if you have the opportunity.
As we continue to partner with our PTA, I encourage parents and
families to find ways to attend PTA meetings and volunteer at the many
events offered by the PTA. The PTA puts the needs of our students first and
continuously looks for ways to enhance student learning and educational
experiences while including families. You can also follow the Ridge-Brook

Important
Announcements:
-NO SCHOOLSeptember 2, 2019
due to Labor Day
October 11, 2019
due to NEOEA Day
October 18, 2019
due to Teacher’s
In service Day
_________________

“The more you read,
the more you know.
The more that you
learn,
the more places you’ll
go!”
-Dr. Seuss

(Continued on page 2)
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The Cuyahoga County Public
Library is offering two
programs for the 2019-2020
school year:
Homework Mentoring– is a free
program offered to help students with
their homework individually. This
program is held at the Parma Snow
branch.
Homework Center– is a free program
held at the Parma Branch on Powers
Blvd. This is small group mentoring.
Registration is required and offered on
a first come first serve basis.
To register, please see the front desk
at the library.
_______________________________

PICTURE DAY

PTA on Facebook. PTA’s Facebook page will be a main form of
communication/promotion for our PTA this year.
Building positive relationships with our students and
families, along with academic achievement, is our mission.
Creating leaders who will change our community and world in a
positive way, is ultimately our goal. We truly believe your decision
to be a part of Parma City Schools and attend Ridge-Brook
Elementary is the best decision you can make.
As the year begins, please use email or the main office as a
way of communicating with staff. Appointments are necessary
when needing to speak with staff regarding your child or any issue
of which you have a concern. It is not possible for teachers at any
time, to leave their students to speak with a parent regarding their
child. For the safety of our students, ALL VISITORS MUST ENTER
THROUGH THE FRONT DOORS, show identification and sign in.
When you enter the building and need to stay for a specific
reason, please come directly to the office. SAFETY FIRST! Also, if
you need to change your child’s transportation in any way, please
write a note to your child’s teacher or call the office prior to
3:00pm. We want to make sure your child gets safely where
he/she needs to go, so early communication will ensure this can
happen. Thank you so much for your cooperation.
If questions arise, please do not hesitate to contact the
office and let me know how I can be of assistance. Your concerns
and questions are important to us. As you will hear me say often, I
hope this is your child’s best year ever!
- Mr. Perry
Principal

September 29th, 2019
Lifetouch will be here to take
individual pictures of students on
September 19th. They will return on
October 24th for retakes. If you
would like a picture retake, please
send in the original picture package
with your child on October 24th,
2019.
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Welcome back Ridge-Brook Families!
Hi! My name is Mrs. Coljohn, and I am very excited
to be back at Ridge-Brook Elementary School as a title one
reading teacher! This will be my tenth year in the district. I
graduated from John Carroll University with a degree in
Early Childhood Education Pre K–3rd with a K–12 Reading
Endorsement. I am looking forward to another great
school year at Ridge-Brook!
Hi! My name is Mrs. Myers. This is my 3rd year
here at Ridge-Brook as a Title I teacher. I am excited to be
back! This is my 6th year in the district. I graduated from
Baldwin Wallace College with a degree in Early Childhood
Education and earned a Master of Arts in Education degree
with a focus in literacy from Baldwin Wallace University. I
am looking forward to the 2019-2020 school year!
Hi, my name is Mrs. Tollis and I am excited to return
to Ridge-Brook as a Title One Reading Intervention
teacher. This is my fourth year with the district. I have
a Bachelor’s of Science in Education degree, a Master’s
degree in Instructional Technology, and a K-12 Reading
Endorsement from Cleveland State University. I also
have a 4/5 endorsement from Notre Dame College. I am
looking forward to the 2019-2020 school year.
Hello! My name is Miss Zehe. This my 2nd year at
Ridge-Brook and 6th year with the Parma City Schools. Last
year I also taught Title I. My bachelor’s degree is in Early
Childhood Education from Cleveland State University. I
have my K-12 Reading Endorsement from Cleveland State. I
will be finished with my master’s degree in Instructional
Technology from Grand Canyon University in November. I
am looking forward to the 2019-2020 school year!

Labor Day – No School September 2nd, 2019
PTA Fall Fundraiser – September 6th- September
18th
PTA Meeting – Monday, September 16th at
9:30am in the media center
The Ned Show Assembly- Friday, September
13th
Picture Day – Thursday, September 19th
Father’s Walk- Thursday, September 19th
PTA Kalahari Weekend- September 20th –
September 22nd
Taste of the Town- Wednesday, September 25th
Fall Conferences- Thursday, October 10th
Scholastic Book Fair- October 10th- October 17th
NO SCHOOL- Friday, October 11th (NEOEA DAY)
PTA Meeting- Monday, October 14th at the
Parma Hts. Library at 6:30pm
Grandparent’s Day- Thursday, October 17th
NO SCHOOL- Friday, October 18th- end of first
quarter
3rd grade AIR testing part I- Tuesday, October
22nd
Picture Retakes- Thursday, October 24th
3rd grade AIR testing part II- Thursday, October
24th
PTA Fall Dance and Movie- Friday, October 25th
Report cards sent home- Friday, October 25th

Be on the lookout for more information regarding
our Annual Title One Meeting and Family Literacy night this
year. We hope you have a great school year!
-Ridge-Brook Title One Team
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OF STUDENTS
Dear Ridge-Brook Students and Families,
I am both excited and honored to join the PSCD family as the new Dean of Students at both RidgeBrook and Renwood. Over the past few weeks, I have had the privilege of touring our campuses and meeting
a few students and staff member, which has given me a clear picture of what makes our schools so special.
My main goals at Ridge-Brook include continuing to establish and implement a culture of high expectations
for behavior and academics at the schools, continuing the successful implementation of the district’s PBIS
initiative, and ensuring that students are prepared for success in the next grade level, in college, in the work
force, and in life. As the new Dean of Students, I am looking forward to collaboratively transforming our
schools to the highest performing schools in Ohio as we prepare for a successful 2019-2020 school year.
I began my career as a Middle School Math and Language Arts teacher before becoming a National
Professional Development Specialist for Tri-Rivers Educational Computer Association (TRECA). At TRECA, I
traveled around the country and worked with some of the highest performing and most innovative schools
districts in the U.S to coach teachers on how to successfully implement 1:1 technology in the classroom. I
have also served at the Principal for Imagine Schools in Toledo, Ohio, and as an Assistant Superintendent for
both Performance Academies and Imagine Schools in Cleveland. Most recently, I served as the Director of
0
Mentoring and Tutoring for the Boys and Girls Clubs of Lorain County.
I earned my Bachelor’s degree at Cleveland State University in Middle Childhood Education, with a
specialization in Language Arts and Mathematics. I earned my Master’s degree in Leadership in Educational
Administration at Capella University, and I will receive my Superintendent License in May 2020 through the
Superintendent Licensure Program at Cleveland State. I am a huge Cleveland sports fan, and I currently live in
North Ridgeville with my amazing wife, Melina, my (almost) four year old son, Giorgio, and my two year old
daughter, Eleni. I hope everyone has a wonderful school year, and I look forward to getting to know all of our
students and families.
Mr. Zack Kantouros
Dean of Students

FROM THE DESK OF MR. ADOMAITES:
Welcome back to school! This year, we will be updating you on what we are doing in physical education! Every day
your child has gym, they must wear tennis shoes so they can participate. This is required all year long.
Every class has a warm up period. We walk and jog for a few minutes to warm up before our class really starts.
The whole month of September, we will be learning about and playing soccer. Stay tuned to see what next month will bring
for your child’s physical education!
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Taste of the Town
and Chevy Trax Raffle
HELLO RIDGEBROOK FAMILIES!

The annual Taste of the Town will take place
Wednesday, September 25th, 2019 at St. Michael’s
Woodside from 6pm-8:30pm. Tickets are $30 a
piece and can be purchased in the office. This ticket
includes delicacies from 25+ restaurants from
Parma, Parma Heights, Seven Hills, and surrounding
areas.
There will also be a raffle for a Chevy Trax!
Second place winner will receive a Chrome Book and
third place will receive a Fitbit. Tickets for the raffle
are $10 and are available in the office.

NEW THIS YEAR!!

I’m looking forward to working with all of
you this year! I’m your home liaison. What is a
Home Liaison? We are the link between school
and home. We assist families with non-academic
issues and coordinate resources to families. We
work with students, provider agencies,
community services and families to eliminate
barriers to school attendance. The Home Liaison
assists with district family engagement to
broaden family- community- school relationships.
We are part of our schools PBIS – Positive
Behavior Intervention Supports – Team. We are a
resource for families experiencing homelessness.
We facilitate groups, which focus on teaching
social skills as well as teach Second Step Programs
to class levels as able.
We are hosting a Fathers Walk on
September 19th from 8:30-9:10. If able, join us
for this before school event and let your child
know you support them and their education!
Please call me with any questions. I’m here to
help.
Welcome Back!
Mrs. Angie Jesse

Ridge-Brook is selling SMENCILS, SMENS,
SMICKERS, and SCENTED KEYCHAINS!! Starting
Friday, September 6th, we will be selling SMENCILS
ONLY before school. As time goes on, we will add
the smens, smickers, and scented keychain. All
proceeds will go directly back to the students.
Prices are as follows:

Smencils- $1
Smickers- $1

Smens- $1
Scented Keychains- $2

SCHOOL HOURS

School hours are from 9:10am-3:30pm.
Students should arrive no earlier 9:10 unless they
are buying breakfast. If they are buying breakfast,
doors open at 8:45am. School ends promptly at
3:30. Please make sure to pick up your child at that
time.
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JOIN PTA TODAY!
Attention moms, dads, grandparents, aunts and uncles……… It’s not too late to join the PTA.
Membership forms were sent home at the end of August but don’t worry, if you happen to misplace your
membership form, send in $5 for single membership or $10 for a family membership (all adults over 18 living
in the home). Please place money in a sealed envelope with the following information: name, address, email,
phone number, and the name and homeroom of your children attending Ridge-Brook.
Becoming a member of PTA does not commit you to anything. At the very basic level, it shows that you
support the work of the PTA. By joining the PTA, you are not required to attend meetings or volunteer, but we
would really love it if you did! Helping at the book fair, setting up for events, pickup up copies, sorting flyers,
etc…. are just a few of the ways you can help. Many hands make light work.
PTA MEETING
When: September 16th
Where: Ridge-Brook Media Center
Time: 9:30am
*Light refreshments will be provided*

PTA FALL FUNDRAISER
Everything that PTA does goes directly back to the students and staff. While we wish everything was
free, unfortunately it’s not. We have a lot of fun things planned for the year such as a fall dance/movie night,
COSI assembly, Family Game Night, our famous Olympic day, Grandparent’s Day, Donuts with Dad, Muffins
with Mom and so much more.
We are switching gears this year and have chosen to do a cookie dough fundraiser (perfect for all the
upcoming holidays) and a catalogue sale with items such as dip mixes, nuts, soft pretzel kit, kitchen gadgets
and so much more. There is literally something for everyone.
Our fundraiser kickoff will be on Friday, September 6th with a small afternoon assembly with all of the
students. It will run through Wednesday, September 18th. Our projected pick up date for all items will be
October 24th, 2019. Family, friends, and co-workers are just a few of the people you and your child can reach
out to.
If EVERY student sells 5 items, we will be able to fund all of our events that are planned for the year.
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RIDGE-BROOK KALAHARI NIGHT
Support Ridge-Brook Elementary by taking a mini vacation to Kalahari in Sandusky, OH. We have
secured deeply discounted rates for Friday, September 20th ($139 a night) AND/OR Saturday, September 21st
($149 a night). Discounted rates for larger rooms and suites are also available. The booking process has been
simplified this year and you can now book online at http://book.passkey.com/e/49940459. If your desired
room is not showing, that means all our reserved slots have been filled. If this happens, please send an email
to parma.kalahari@gmail.com so we can get more rooms added. Family and friends are welcome to make
reservations as well using the discounted rate even if they don’t have a child within the Parma City School
District.
Rooms are going fast so be sure you book today!
FACEBOOK
For all the latest info on what is going on at the school and for PTA events/activities, please follow us on
Facebook. Don’t forget to change your notification settings so you never miss a thing.
www.facebook.com/RidgeBrookElementaryPTA
CONTACT US
If you ever have any questions, comments, or concerns regarding PTA please reach out to us anytime by
sending an email to ridgebrookpta@gmail.com
SAVE THE DATES
Fall Book Fair
- October 10th-17th
Grandparents Day - October 17th – 8:30am-10:30am
Fall Dance/ Movie - October 25th – 6:00pm- 9:00pm
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